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^^ As tkose we leve decay, we die in part ; 
"String after string is severed from the heart, 
. Till lengthened life, at last bat breathing clay, 
''Without one sigh is glad total! away. 
Jlpfeappy they, who latest meet the blow, 
^ " Condemned to weep o'er many a Friend laid low^ 
i Led slowly on from partial death to death, 
^ Till dying, all, they can resign, is breath." 
\ Thomsox. 
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^' She speaks poniards, and every word stabs/* 

Much 4^0 about Nothiu^' 



ii'i 



... :y , 

^^ "fttE Lord m heaven forbid!" exclaimed 
the old man, while every limb was convulsed 
with horror — the blood forsook his cheeks, 
and he clasped his hands in agony: " but the 
ifettung is impossible !'* he resumed, after a few 
&^«'fii(|Mtents past in reflection, ^^ absolutely im- 
possible ! — What ! E verard ? a boy, whose 
childhood was past under my own roof, 
under my very eye?. . . • whose manners are 
so mild. . • . who was ever so gentle, so grate- 
fill, so kind. • . . whose heart I know as i^B 
as I do my own. . . . Bless my soul. Sister Mil- 
man, what a fright you have given me! 
But it's no great matter now, for when I 
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reflect upon this history of yours, I see clearly 
that the thing is quite impossible, and so 

there's an ttkd of it." — . 

• • • 

— " Now was there ever anything so pro- 
voking! Brother, Brother, let me tell you, 
that at your time pf life it is quite a shame to 
suflier yourself to be so blinded by prejudice — 
His diildhooA^was past under your roof, 
forsooth! But where did he pass his Plk^, J 
should be glad to know? why, aifepg tigers 
and alligators that swallow u^ poor dear little 
children at a mouthful, and great ugly black- 
a-moor monsters, who eat nothing but human 
flesh, heaven bless us! and where's the great 
wonder, that living in such graceless coa^ 
pany, Everard shoul^have picked ujpi||jj|ni 
of their bloody tricks ? Nay, Brother, to'tefl' 
you a bit of my mind, for my own part I 
always suspected, that there was something 
awkward in the manner, by which he came 
.by such a sight of money; though to be sure 
I never iniagined, that the business was half 
so bad as it proves to be/' — 

— «< Proves to be. Sister! proves to be, in- 
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deed? Let me remind you, that you have 
proved nothing, though God knows you 
have asserted enough to make every hair on 
my head stand an end : and as to his fortune, 
I make no doubt, that Everard can giye as 
satisfactory an account of his making it, as 
the honestest man within the bills of mor. 
tality."— • • 

— '* I should be glad to know then, why he 
so obstinately refuses to give any account at 
all? It's above ja year, since he returned from 
the East Indies, and yet tb^re isn't a human 
being a bit better informed on the subject, 
than we were on the first day of his landing;* 
though Fm sure, it*s not for want of asking, 
V for nftuiy and many s^good hour have I past 
in pumping, and pumping, and yet here do I 
sit at this moment no whit the wiser! He 
always puts on such a solemn look, and takes 
the first opportunity of turning the conversa- 
tion to something else: nay, the other day 
when I wouldn't be fobbed oflFwith a cock and' 
a bull story about heaven knows what, and put 
the question home to him in so many words, 

B 3 
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— "By what means did you, Everard Brooke, 
get so much money?" — he turned his back 
plump upon me, and stalked out of the room ; 
which was no great proof of his good-breed- 
ing, you'll say, but mercy upoo us! good- 
breeding is'nt what the gentleman values 
hinwelf upon, for it was but last Friday, that 
lie bounced ou^of the room tcTcall Towser 
off, who was barking at a little dirty beggar- . 
boy, though he saw that I had dropt my tea«> 
spoon, and was obliged to stoop for it myself ! 
a great bear! but indeed, I expected nothing 
better from a man, who has lived so long 
among Hottentots." — ' 

-r" Well, Sbterl 1 dare say, that he ought 
to have stopped to pick up your tea-spoon ; ^ 
though to be sure, I can't find in my heart 
to blame him very much for having gone * 
first to rescue the beggar-boy, being afraid, 
that I should have committed exactly the 
same fiiult myself. ]^t you know 1 never 
pretended to good-breeding, and in all mat- 
ters of politeness, Sister Milman, I must give 
way to your better judgment and experience. 



\h» anaconda. 7 

However, I cannot be equally submissive x^^ 
pecting the material point ; and in spite of 
all that you have advance^? I must still m^n- ' 
tain my opinion, that Everard came by his 
money hone§tly, whatever you may have 
heard to the contra^/' — 

— ^** Then why wont he let a body know, 
how he can>e by it ? Let me tell you, Bro- 
ther^ that when a man has anything good to 
tell of himsQlf, he isn't so fond pf holding his 
tongue; nay, for that matter, to hold one's 
tongue at all isn't natural, and I warrant you, 
whoever does so, has some good reason at ' 
bottom for subniitting to such a disagreeable 
restraint, if one could bi;t get him to own it : 
and so think the Williamsons, and the Joneses, 
and my Cousin Dickins, and all the family of 
the Burnabys: for / anm not of so uncommuni- 
cative a tejmper as your darling Everard, 
heaven be praised for it! No ; if I get a bit 
of information , I am too generous to keep it 
to myself, and have no peace, till all my 
neighbours are as well informed as / am. S0 
this morning, I no sooner got possession of 

B 4 
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*this bloody story, than I ordered my chariot, 
and drove round the village to communicate* 
it to all our friends and relations. To be 
sure, they were mightily shocked at the 
account, as who wouldn't be? But they con- 
fest, that they always expected to find some- 
thing wrong at the bottom of this mystery, 
and they think it a mercy that I should have 
discovered the truth, before things were gone 
too for between Everard and your daughter 
Jessy.'*— 

— "And so you have been carrying this fine 
story all round the vilhge ? I protest now, 
Sister Jane, it seems to me, that you have 
been giving yourself a great deal of very 
unnecessary trouble; and if, after all, your 
assertions should prove to be unfounded, I 
know not, what recompense you can make 
poor Everard for this attempt to blast his 
character — the most innocent circumstances 
may be so construed as to wear an awkward 
appearance*, there are always enough ill- 
tiatured people in the world ready to spread 
about scandalous reports, and Everard has 
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too much merit not to have excited plenty of 
enemies ; and here you have just now pick- 
ed up a strange, unaccountable^ rigmarole 
tale from one of these, and. . . » . . '* — 

— '^ From one "of his enemies!" exclaimed 
Mrs, Milman, fanning herself violently; 
*' very fine trujyl when I heard the whole 
)5tory with these ears of mine from the mquth 
of his own little coffee-coloured barbarian! 
Yes, to be sure ! Mirza is a violent enemy 
of Mr. Everard's, that cannot be denied!" — 

The old merchant's face underwent a con*- 
siderable change at hearing these last scup 
tences : he looked distrest, and rubbed his 
forehead for some moments in evident 
anxiety.^ 

— ^^ Mirza !" he repeated after a pause — . 
" Sister Jane, recollect yourself; this is no 
trifling naatter! are you quite j^r^ that Mirza 
asserts the truth of the story, which I have 
just heard you relate?" — 

— ^^ 1 1 dl you. Brother, for the second time^ 
that I heard him tell it with my own ear^! 
not indeed all at once, for the wicked little 

• ■ - 
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Heathen knew too well, how little it was to 
liis master's credit, that the fact should get 
abroad. Ah! he is a cunning hand, I pro- 
mise you ! But I went round about, and 
round about, and wormed, and wormed, and 
kept beating the bush^ till I got it all out of 
him. I confess, I was obliged to promise 
faithfully, that his master should never know 
a syllable about it, for (he said) that it would 
give him pain to hear it mentioned, as to be 
sure well it may; but when I found, what a 
horrible secret it was, I had a great deal too 
much conscience to keep my promise, and 
lost no tim£ in making the monster's guilt 
known to the whole neighbourhood." — 

— " Well, well. Sister ! I wont pretend to 
say, that you did wrong, and I doubt not, you 
acted from the best motives; but yet I can't 
help wishing, that you had acted otherwise ! 
This Everard. . . . poor, dear, wicked fellow, 
he was once so good. ... so affectionate. ... I 
would have betted all I have in the world, 
that it wasn't in his nature to kill so 
much as a fly— and to murder a woman 
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. • . . a woman too, that he had promised to 
marry. . . • P' — 

— "Aye ! and to murder her in such ashock- 
ing manner too! first to shoot at her from 
behind a hedge, and when he found the poor 
creature was only wounded, to have the 
heart to run up .to her, and actually beat her 
brains out with a cl^ib ! Why, Mirza said, 
that he verily believed, that she w^s above 
half an hour dying!*' — 

— ^" I never heard of anything so horri- 
ble!'*— 

— " But what is worst, he wasn't contented 
with destroying the poor girl's body; he had 
previously ruined her precious soul! It seems, 
that her name was Nancy O'Connor ; an Irish 
family, I suppose. I. once knew an Irish 
officer of that name myself. I was but a girl 
then, and danced with him at the Hackney 
Assembly, and a mighty genteel comely- 
looking man he was, though he had but one 
eye ; but that's neither here nor there. WeD, 
as I was telling you, this Nancy was either 
the daughter, or the wife of a rich planter, 
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with whom Everard lived as clerk, or fiactor, 
or something of that kind. Well! and so^ 
this poor gffl feH in love with Everard, and 
he on his side was wonderfiiHy attentive to 
Nancys for Mirza says, that he passed whole 
days and nights in watching her, and ogling 
her, so that she actually could hardly stir 
without his knowing it ; tiH at last he worked 
himself so totally into her good graces, and 
got such an influence over her mind, that 
(knowing his patron to have made a will 
entirely in Nancy^s favour) he persuaded her 
to poison poor Mr. O'Connor, in order that 
she might share his wealth with her abomin- 
able lover.'* — 

— " Poison her father? monstrous!*^ — 
' —"Her father, or her husband,for (as I said 
before) I am not certain which ; but I should 
rather suppose, it was her father, for it seems 
the poor deceived oldmian made it his dying 
request to her, that she should make Eve- 
rard her husband, as soon as ever the funeral 
was over: so you may judge, how artfully 
the hypocrite must have played his^cardsf 

2 
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Well! now it was supposed, that Everard 
would immediately have made Nancy Mrs. 
Brooke : the settlements were all drawn up ; 
the cloaths were bought ; the wedding-day 
was fixed: when lo and behold! what do 
you think the ungrateful^ monster did ? He 
persuaded the poor young creature to dispose 
of all her property ; and when it was con- 
verted into money, and jewels, and such like, 
he enticed her into,a wood, where he , robbed 
and murdered her in the manner which you 
have just heard; and then getting on board 
a vessel with his plunder in all haste, he 
managed to escape from Geylon, before the 
officers of justice had time to discover what 
was become of him I The only thing, which 
surprises me is, that he should have brought 
away Mir za with him j but as the young 
Heathen was then quite a child, I suppose, his 
master thought it probable, that he knew 
nothing of this bloody business, or would 
certainly forget it during the voyage. And 
now. Brother, what have you tp say in behalf 
of your fine Mr. Evetard ? Ah! hiow, afteja 
have I told you, over and over agaiii^l.was 
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certain, that something bad would come out 
against him all in good time! But you were 
obstinate; you still let him come dangling 
about your house, and keep hankering and 
hankering after your daughter Jessy; and 
now you may think yourself well off, if the 
girPs heart isn't fixed upon having the vaga- 
bond, and getting her brains knocked out in 
her turn, like poor Miss Nancy 0*Connor."-r- 
Partial as the old man was to Everard, he 
could not but feel his faith in him a good deal 
shaken by this long string of horrible circum- 
stances, and by the positive manner in which 
they were advanced. And now flocked in 
one after another the Joneses, and the Wil- 
liamsons, and all the family of Ihe Burnabys, 
with their wondering, and their blessing 
themselves, and their exclamations, and their 
pity for poor Miss O'Connor, and their having 
Idng suspected nothing better. The good 
old man listened In silence, and sighed, while 
they assailed him thus on all sides; but 
though he could not venture to contradict 
them, he could not find in his heart to join 
in th^ir censures of the man, whom he had 
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ao long esteemed, and whom he still loved so 
tenderly. But when at length Cousin Dick- 
ins made his appearance, (a man of great im- 
portance in this family, for he was rich, a 
bachelor, advanced in years, and Jessy's god- 
father,) and announced his thorough belief 
in Mrs. Milman's story, it was no longer in 
old Elmwood's power to remain neutral in 
the business. He declared his submission to 
to Cousin Dickins' better judgment, and his 
intention of declining any fiirther communi- 
cation ^ with Mr. Brooke; for he no longer 
dared to call him by the familiar and affec- 
tionate appellationof Everard. 

This declaration was received with great 
satisfaction by all present, and the resolution 
was pronounced nem ; con : to be extremely 
judicious : the delinquent was at this time in 
London, whither the had repaired Tas it was 
suspected) for the pifrpose of ascertaining the 
exact state of his property, in order that on 
his return he might lay it before Elmwood, 
accompanied by a formal demand of his 
daughter's hand. This absence was thought 
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very fortunate by the company, as it afforded 
the best opportunity for putting Jessy upon 
her guard; and it was determined ti) sum- 
mon her without loss of time, make known 
to her the true character of the man, with 
whom she had so imprudently been suffered 
to associate, and insist upon her making a 
solemn promise in full convocation, that she 
would from tliat moment give up all com- 
munication with him. 

Jessy made her appearance. Alas 1 the fate 
of her heart had been long decided. As she 
listened to the strange and horrible tale, she 
sometimes coloured with indignation against 
the accusers, and then again her cheeks grew 
pale through fear, lest the accusation should 
prove well founded. The charge was con- 
cluded; the promise was demanded; yet still 
Jessy spoke not, but sat absorbed in terror 
and grief. In vain was her lover^s guilt re- 
peated ; in vain was she called upon to de- 
clare her abhorrence of him ; still Jessy only 
answered with her tears. Her friendly rela- 
tions turned up the white of their eyes at her 
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blindness and delusion; Mrs. Milman was 
loud in exclaiming against the obstinacy and 
wrong-headedness of young people, who 
would fancy themselves wiser than their 
parents; and the formidable Cousin Dickins,' 
assuming one of his most severe and dignified 
looks, insisted upon her giving an immediate 
answer. 

Terrified almost' out of her senses at this 
formal address, the trembling Jessy now con« 
trived to sob out ** a hope, that her aunt had 
been mistaken. . . . that Everard would still 
be able to prove his innocence.". ..." Inno- 
cence !*' so impossible a supposition was of 
itself sufficient to set the whole assemlbly in 
an uproar: the Wilkinsons, the Joneses, 
Cousin Dickins, and all the family of the 
Burnabys gave tongue at once ; and above. a 
dozen voices were still busy in affixing the 
least flattering epithets possible to the name 
of Everard, when the door opened, and Eve- 
rard himself stood before them. He was 
just returned from London, and had hastened 
to assure himself of Jessy's welfare. In th^ 
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I^ext moment you might have heard a pin 
(}rop. The debate had been carried on in too 
Ipud a tone to permit liis being ignorant of 
the nature of their discourse ; < but at all 
events, the evident and universal embarrass- 
ment, which his presence created, left him no 
4oubt, that himself had been brought upon 
the carpet, and that in a manner by no means 
to his credit. His sun-burnt cheek glowed with 
indignation, as he gazed round the circle, and 
requested to know the meaning of those ap- 
pellations, by which while ascending the stairs 
he had he;ard himself described. 

The question being general, no person 
thought it necessary to take it to himself. 
Each looked towards his neighbour, as if he 
expected the answer to come from thence, 
and consequently all continued silent. Eve- 
yard now found it needful to particularize, 
Tiiid turning to Cousin Dickins (whose voice 
had been supereminently loud) he demanded 
of him the desired explanation. 

— " Why really. Sir," stammered out Cou- 
sin Dickins, adjusting his neckcloth, in order 
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to conceal his embarrassment ; " really, Mr. 
£verard. . . • as to what was said. . • • I can 
only say. . . . that / said nothing — ^that is to 
say, not that I quite said nothing — though to 
say truths it was almostiw good as nothing— 
for it was nothing from my own know- 
ledge — I only repeated. ... I only observed 
.... that, if what Mrs. Milman said was 
true. . . . *'— r 

— ^^ Mrs. Milman ?'* interrupted Everard j 
"^.^ that's enough— now then we get a step 
nearer to the source of the business. — Will 
you then, Madsun^ haVe the goodness to 
eisplain your reason for applying such oppro- 
brious epithets to the name of Everaird 
Brooke? a name, which, I am bold to say, 
deserves them as little,, as that of any person 
in this society — I wait for your r^ly. Ma- 
dam—'* 

— " Well, Sir, and by my faith, yqu shall 
have it," answered Mrs. Milman, who by 
this time had recovered herself, and was now 
resolved to carry the business through with 
flying colours,. by assuming a double quantity 
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of assurance. "You shall have it, never 
fear ! and if it turns out, that your name is 
really as good as any one's in the company, 
and that you really did not poison the old 
gentleman, and beat«Miss Nancy's brains out, 
why then so much the better for you, that's 
all, and there's no harm done."— 

— ^" Poison the old gentleman ? Beat out 
Miss Nancy's brains? What Miss Nancy? 
What old gentleman ? Why, in the name of 
heaven, Mrs* Milman, where did you pick 
up this farrago of nonsense ?"— 

— ^^ I pick up, indeed ! Let me tell you. 
Sir, that I never picked up anything, or any 
body in my life; and that if you talk of pick- 
ing up, you are the much more likely person 
to pick up of the two.. And now I'm about 
it, I'll let^ou into another piece of my mind. 
It's extremely rude in you to call my conver- 
sation a farrago of nonsense : but truly it's no 
wonder, for I'm not the first lady that you 
have treated with rudeness, heaven knows J 
and more's the pity — Miss Nancy for that." — 

— ^** Miss Nancy again !" exclaimed Eve- 
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rard,, " and who the devil then is Miss Nan- 
cy?" — 

— '^ What then you don't know Miss 
Nancy? No; never heard of Miss Nancy 



O'Connor, 1 warrant?**—* ^ 
— *^ No, Madam; -I never did." — 
— ^^ Well, com^, how, that is a good one ! 
To beat a lady's brains out, and then to cut 
her acquaintance, and pretend you know 
nothing about her, is the finest piece of 
modern good-breeding, that I ever heard of ! 
Nay, indeed, I never expected much good- 
breeding from you^ Sir, ever since that affair 
of the tea-spoon. But one thing I can tell 
you ; your little copper-coloured hottentot, 
Mirza, sings a very diflferent song from you 
on this occasion ; for I had the whole story 
from his own lips.**-^ 

— " From Mirza's ? Impossible!" — 
— ^^ It's not mighty polite in you to con- 
tradict one so plump. Sir, but no matter for 
that; I repeat it; Mirza told me himself, that 
you had poisoned a gentleman, and beat his 
daughter's brains out; and now so much for 



E3 TitK ANACOKDA. 

that, and butter for fish. Nay, if you don't 
chuse to believe me, call the boy hither, and 
ask him; I desire no better, and I see him 
playing in the garden at this moment." — 

— " Andi| shall b6 done instantly !** cried 
Everard, at the same time throwing up the 
window — ^**Mirza! Mirza!" — 

Mirza was soon in the room. 

— ^^ Pray, Mirza, what is the meaning,** 
began Everard, but Mrs. Milman imn>edi- 
ately interrupted him. 

— ^^ Silence, if you please. Sir; Fll examine 
the boy myself. Come here, Mirza ; well, and 
how d'ye do, my dear ? Pray, Mirza, what 
was that pretty story you told me this morn- 
ing about poisoning somebody, and killing 
somebody with a club, and. . . . " — 

— *'Oh! Missy, Missy!" cried Mirza, "you 
no say dat ! Massa tell me no talk. . . . Massa 
grieve. . . . Massa angry. . . • " — 

** No, no, child; he'll not be angry. He 
wants to hear how prettily you tell the istory, 
and so you must tell it all ; mustn't he, Mr. 
Brodce ?** Everard gave a sign of assent ; — 
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^ You know, Mirza, it was all about how 
yoUr master made his fortune; well, and so, 
^Grza,(upon my word, you're a very nice 
lad, and there's sixpence for you,) well, and 
so you say, Mir^, and so you s^y, my dear, 
that your master killed her in a wood: what? 
did hfe kiU her quite ?'*— 

— ^^ Iss, quite ! she quite dead ! Massa beat 
brains out wid great dub!*'— 

— " /, Mirza ?** exdaimed Everard ; " Did 

ir— 

— *'Iss, dad you did, Massa! and God him 
bless you for It !"-^ 

— "Bless him for it!" whispered Mrs. Mil- 
man to Cousin Dickins ; " there's fine mo- 
rality ! the wicked little Heathen ! but you'll 
hear more presendy !" then turning again 
to the boy ; " well but, Mirza, you told me 
something too about poisoning — ^what, I sup- 
pose, before your master killed Miss Anne 
O'Connor..' "— 

— "Conda! Conda!" interrupted the boy. 

— ** Condor, was it ?" repeated Mrs. Mil- 
man : — ^^ well, well, Connor or Condor, the 
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name makes no great difference. Well, Mir- 
za, and so you say, that this. Anne O'Condor, 
instigated by your master, I suppose. . . . " — 
. — ^ Oh ! my massa ! my massa !" shrieked 
Mirza in a tone of agony, at the same time 
pointing to Everard ; who pale as death, and 
with a countenance expressing the most pain- 
fill agitation, rushed to a table, on which 
stood a decanter of water, of which he hastily 
swallowed a draught ; though so violently did 
his hands shake, that the goblet was carried 
to his lips with difficulty. 

— " Forgive my leaving you so abruptly,*' 
said he, in a faltering voice ; " I will return 
in a few minutes :** and he hastily quitted the 
apartment, followed by Mirza. 

Now then his guilt was past doubting ! 
Mrs. Milman spread out her petticoats, 
fanned herself with an air of triumph, and 
began a sermon upon the wonderful effects 
of conscience. Surprize had checked the 
course of Jessy's tears ; the blood had de- 
serted her lips and cheeks, and she sat mo- 
tionless, looking like a marble statue. The 
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good old Elmwood felt in his own the 
wound, which his darling's heart had just 
received : but he had nothing to ofl^ for 
her relief, except a fond pressure of her 
hand, and a sigh of compassion. The rest of 
the company shrugged up their shoulders at 
the depravity of human nature, and nodded 
their head significantly at one another, as if 
they had been so many * Chinese josses— 
Suddenly the door opened ; and Mrs. Mil* 
man was still in the futi flow of her elo- 
quence, when Everard re-entered the room, 
to all appearance perfec^y recovered from 
his late disorder* 

— " Mrs. Milman,'' said he, " I am now 
master of the whole of thb business. Your 
ignorance of circumstances peculiar to the 
East, the singularity of my adventures, and 
the broken English in which you heard 
them related, have led you into a most ex- 
traordinary mistake. I cannot clear it up, 
without subjecting myself to the most ago- 
nizing recollections, and rending open afresh 
those wounds, which (it*s true) are scarred 
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over, but which are too deep and too deadly 
to be ever thoroughly healed. If, therefore, 
the opinion of the world were alone con» 
cemed (that opinion, which is so litde ne- 
cessary to my own happiness), I should leave 
you in your error, rather than subject my- 
self to the pain of an explanation — But I 
see in this circle two persons, one of whom 
possesses too dear an interest in my affec- 
tions to permit my leaving a single thorn 
in her gentle bosom, which I have it in my 
power to remove j while the pateriial kind- 
ness, which the other showed to me whili 
I was still a boy, demands that I should 
convince himj that it was not shown lb one 
unworthy. To calm their feelings, I will 
sacrifice my own ; and much as I shall suffer 
while making the recital, the recital of my 
advaituresL shall still be made — ^Be atten^ 
tive then, and every thing shall be ex- 
plained/* 

Curiosity now became the predominant 
expression — ^Elmwood breathed freeer, held 
up his head higher than before^ and shook 



THE ANACONDA. 27 
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his dau^ter's hand aflectionately : a roseate 
tlush stole over the lovely fair face of Jessy, 
while a look of silent gratitude thanked her 
iiather — the rest of thie company drew their 
ch^rs closer together, and prepared to listen 
'with jdl their ^ars. 

JEverard seated himself, and thus hegan. 
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THE NARRATIVE 



OF 



EVERARD BROOKE. 



■ • 



•*' Oh ! I have suffered 



With those, whom I saw suflfcr !" 

Tempestt 



YOU are already aware, that my for- 
tune was made in the Island of Ceylon. It 
was there, that I was so lucky as to find 
employment in the house of a man, whose 
virtues rendered him as much the object of 
universal esteem, as the £ivors, which he 
conferred upon me, entitled him to my pe- 
culiar gratitude-— I was engaged by him as 
his secretary ; but all other names were 
soon forgotten by us both in that of friends. 
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He was an Englishn^n as well as myself, 
and perhaps this had no sfight influence in 
produdng so strict an intimacy between us. 
A variety of untoward circumstances had 
compelled him to abandon his native land, 
and sail in pursuit of fortune t& the East. 
His toil had not been vain : the capricious 
goddess, who fled from him with such dis- 
dain in Europe, now showered her favors 
upon his head with the most unwearied 
profusion. He had consumed but a few 
years in Ceylon, and was already rich and 
possest of a . distinguished situation. It 
seemed, as if fortune was at length resolved 
to convince the world, that she was not 
sAways blind ; for had she searched the 
whole island through, she would have found 
it difficult to bestow^ wealth and honor up* 
on a wiseror a better man. But of all his 
treasures, that which he counted most pre<» 
cioos, that for which he thanked Heaven's 
bounty at every moment of his existence 
and with every pulsation of his heart, was 
z wife^ who united all the beiuty and graces 
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cf her sex with all thie firmness and judg- 
ment of ours. One only blessing was de- 
nied them : Louisa was not a mother. 

My friend and patron [his name was 
SeafieldJ, possest a villa at' a small distance 
from Columbo. The place, it*s true, was 
of no great extent ; but it imited in their 
fullest perfection aU those charms, which 
render Nature in that climate so irresistible 
an enchantress^ This was Seafield's most 
beloved residence, and hither he hastened^ 
whenever the duties of his station permitted 
his absenting himself for a few days from 
Columbo : in particular, there was a small 
circular pavilUon designed by his own hand^ 
and raised under his own inspection, tp 
which he was particularly partial, and ia 
which he was accustomed to pass the greatest 
portion of his time. It stood somt few hun- 
dred yards from the dwelling-house, and 
was situated on a small ennnence, whence 
the prospect- over land ^nd sea was of a de- 
scription rich, varied, and. extensive. A- 
round it towered a thick circle of . pahn- 
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traes, resembling a colonnade j -their leafy ^ 
£uis formed a second cupola above the 
roof J and while they prevented a ungle 
sun-beam from, piercing through the cool- 
iiess of their embowering shades, their - tall 
and slender stems permitted not the ey/^to' 
lose one of the innumerable charms afforded 
Jby the surrounding landscape. . 

This delightful spot happened to be the 
j^4^nce of Seafield's whole - family, when 
aotidental bu^n^ss of importance r^uire<2 
J^iiis^^S: pr€$fnce at Columbo. Conscious 
t]>aj: l^r husbiuid considered every day 9fi 
lost, which he was. comf^eSed to pa9 
at .a <;l^taoc^ f&o]A;hi& beloyed retreat, ^he 
positively refused his attpndaiice^ but^aq- 
jC^tiDg/fiift./»sv:Jler .escOTt, i^he departed 
for the city. Diligence, and impadente, tp 
return hofhe enabled hor to di^patyh her af- 
£urs in les^ tiB^ej th^m she had €Sxpected thein 
to QCQupy; and in the very Jfirst mpipeiiiC 
that .'she found herself on^ jnpre at libe|f4^£^ 
ske j o]:4ered the palanquins ts l}e pxepftred^ 
and her slaves to hold themselves in readU 
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ness for departing. Our journey was per- 
formed by night for the double purpose of 
reaching home the sooner, and of escaping 
the ardour of the noon-day sun. We arrived 
an hour after day-break ; yet Seafield was 
already abroad. 

— ^^ As usual, he ascended the hill to enjoy 
the beauty of the rising sun*'— thus said 
Zadi, Seafield's old and attached domestic ; 
in whose favor his master made an except 
tion to his general opinion, that in all their 
transactions with Europeans, the natives of 
this island were totally devoid of gratitude, 
honesty, and good faith. 

— ^ We shall find lum in the pavillion, 
thA r* ^d Louisa. 

*-^ Not a hour ago I left him there wri- 
ting,*'— ^was the answer. 

— -^^We will go thither and surprize 
Mm,'* she said, addressing herself to me— - 
•* wait here while I change my dress ; a few 
moments will suffice for my toilette, and I 
«8hall expect to find you here, when I re- 
turn." — 
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In the mean while I ronained leaning 
against one of the columns, which support- 
ed the small portico, by which the door was 
sheltered. From hence I enjoyed an unin- 
terrupted view of the hill and its pavillion, 
which, surrounded by its light and beautij(ul 
garland of palm-trees, attracted the sight ir- 
resistibly. While my eye dwelt with satisfac- 
tion on their broad sheltering heads^ I fan- 
cied, that I could discover a large excres- 
cence upon the stem of one of them ex- 
tremely unusual in those trees, which in ge- 
neral rear themselves perpendicularly to- 
wards the sky, regular and straight as the 
pillars of a colonnade. It resembled a large 
branch extending from one stem to its neigh- 
bour; and what puzzled me the more in 
this appearance was, that it seemed occasion- 
ally to be -waved backwards and forwards, 
though the breathing of the sea-gale was so 
gentle, that it scarcely moved the leaves on 
the neighbouring branches. I made a va« 
riety of guesses to account for this phaeno- 
fioenon; but every thing which my memory, 

.c 5 . 
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or my imagination couW suggest, seemed 
inadeguate to solve this difficulty entirely to 
my satisfaction. 

I was still puzzling myself with conjec- 
tures, when Zadi drew near me with some 
flight refreshments. I pointed to the branch, 
whose apparent motion had excited so much 
of my attention, and inquired, whether he 
could at all account for the strong effect 
produced upon it by the sea-breeze, >vhile 
the slighter boughs were so gently agitated. 
He immediately turned himself towards the 
palm-trees : But no sooner did his eye rest 
upon the spot in question,- than the silver 
basket with its contents dropped from his 
hands ; the paleness of death spread itself 
over his swarthy countenance ; he caught 
at one of the columns to save himself from 
falling on the ground ; and while his eyes 
fxprest the deepest horror and consterna* 
tion, he pronounced with difficulty — ^^ The 

■ 

Anaconda f—rth^t is the Anaconda I— We 
are undone ! ' '— — 
What could have produced an eS^ $q 

2 



wdden and lio violent upon a snan^ Mv&dtft 
I weH knfcw to. -inherit from Nature the 
most deterxnined courage and most remark' 
able self-possession, was to me atoolutdy 
ipcompf ehensible : But though I was igno- 
7ax)t of its cause, the dght of his: extreme 
alarm was almost sufficient to shake my. own 
presence of mind. I saw,- that he^ was on 
the point of sinking on the earth, overpow- 
ered by his enaotions : I sprang towsir^ 
him, and caught him iamy arms. . 

For the love of heaven,*' I exclaimed^ 

compose yourself, old man ! T^U me, what 
terrifies you thbs i What miean you by 
the Anaconda ? What can occasion these 
complaints, and this, alarm ?''— ^ 

He endeavoured to recover Mnwelf-r-he 
strove to speak, hut in vain ; and before i 
could understand the accents of his stam- 
mering tongue, Louisa joined us,and with6ut 
observing the slave's agitation, put ier arm 
within mine, and advanced towards, the pa- 
viUlon — TIh^ action seemed to restore to 
Zadi the lost powers of his body and mind. 

c6 
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\^th a loud cry he threw himself on 
knees before us, and in words interrupted 
by sobs and acxompanied by tears, he for- 
bade our crossing the threshold. 

— •" Your first step without these walls,** 
he exdaimed, '^ leads to inevitaUe destruc* 
tion. Every door must be bolted; every 
window must be barred. This mansion 
must resemble a sepulchre, where nothing 
living is to be found'* 

And while he spoke, he hastily dosed and 
locked the folding doors, through which we 
had a prospect of the pavillion. Louisa ob- 
served his singular behaviour and the agi- 
tation of his countenance, with looks, which 
exprest the most lively astonishment. 

— " Are you distracted, Zadi?'' she 
asked after a few moments, — ^^ What mean 
th^se tears, and these expressions so alarnw 
ing i and why do you forbid our going to 
your master ?*'•— 

" Your going to ? Almighty God ! 

My master l-'^He is yonder !— Oh ! He is 
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lost ! — He IS lost beyond the power of 
saving !"— — 

— ^ He is lost, say you?— Answer mc, 
old man I What mean you? What fear 
you ? — Oh ! how my heart beats with 
terror!'*— 

Her frame trembled with anxiety, while 
she gazed with wide-stretched eyes upon the 
messenger of evil tidings, and prest my 
arm with a convulsive grasp. 

— ** Recdlect yourself « my good Zadi !** 
said I, '^ what is this Anaconda, which you 
speak of with such terror ?-^ I have seen no* 
thing except the branch of a p^dm-tree, 
which the wind moved backwards and for* 
wards, singularly enough it's true, but still 
there was nothing in it alarming.**— 

— ** Not alarming ?'* repeated the Indian, 
wringing lus hands ; ^ not alarming ? — the 
Lord have mercy on me,, miserable old 
man ! Ah ! Mr. Everard, that branch of 

the palm-tree Alas ! alas ! it is no 

branch.. ,••• ! It is a snakel a terrible 
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jBnake 1 We call it an Anaconda, . aad 
its kind is in size the most enormous, in 
nature the most fierce, and in appetite the 
most ravenous, of any to be found through 
all Ceylon!— See! see!'' he continued, ap- 
proacTiing one of the windows, '^ See ! . how 
the monster plays among the branches ! It 
always twines and twists itself into those 
folds, and knots, and circles, when it pre- 
pares to dart itself upon the ground like 
lightning to seize its prey ! — Oh ! my mas- 
ter ] my poor dear muster i He never can 
escape ! Nothing can save him. !"— • 

Half of this alarming explanation was 
more than enough to throw the wretched 
Louisa into a state of distraction. . Her fea- 
tures so distorted by terror, that she was 
scarcely to be known for the same woman, 
her eyes stretched almost to breaking, and 
her hands folded together with as strong a 
grasp, as if she meant them never to be 
again separated, she exclaimed in a voice so 
hollow and so. expressive of suffocation^ 
that it pierced her hearers to the very heart 



-— « My husband! —.My heioved t -^ QE ! 
help me iQ save him, good,^ good nien^ 
Forsake him not ! — Oh i forsake him 
notr— 

But at this moment^ the wife required 
assistance^ not less than the husband. Over^ 
poweced by her . sensatiesis, she £siinted in 
my arms ; Zadi flew to summon her female 
attendants; and I bore the pale insensibfo 
Louisa back to her own apartment^ though 
Zadi's dreadful narrative had almost de-* 
prived me of animation myself* 

Our endeavours to re-kindle the extin* 
guished flame of life were at length sua« 
cessful-^Her eyes opened ; she cast around 
her a look of apprehension. 

— ^^ Oh !, why are you stiH here ?" ^aid 
she to me in a feeble voice — ^" Is his life 
then of so little consequence ? Fly to. his 
succour J Rescue hiniy or let me die { In 
preserving him, you will preserve me : if 
ibtf perishes, /am lost!*' — 

— " He lives ! he lives I Heaven be 
thanked ! ..He sull Jives V — thus shouted the 
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£uth{ul Zadi, as he rushed into Louisa's 
apartment. Uk anxious vigilance had in. 
duced him to examine every part of the 
mansion^ and ascertain with his own eyes, 
that it was perfectly secure against danger. 
He now returned out of breath from the 
balcony, whence he had discovered to his 
great satisfaction, that his view was unim- 
peded over the whole paviHion. He re* 
marked, that thd door, and all the windows 
(as far as the power of vision extended) 
were closely fastened } and hence he very 
reasonably concluded, that hb master had 
been aware of the enemy's approach in full 
time to take every necessary precaution for 
his safety* 

— ^ Hear you that, my dear Lady?'' I 
exclaimed, while I took Louisa's hand; 
^^ Surely, this intelligence is alone suiEcient 
to restore your strength and tranquillity. 
We had nothing to apprehend for Seafield, 
except his being surprized by the monster 
while unprepared. But you see, that he 
has had time to shut out the danger : He 
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has now nothing to do but to remain quietly 
>(vithin his retreat, and the snake will ei- 
ther not discover his being so near, or at 
any rate will be unable to break through 
the bulwarks, which separate them* The 
whole business therefore is a disagreeable 
blockade for an hour, or perhaps less; at 
the end of which the Anaconda will groW 
weary of waiting for its prey, and by re« 
tiring to seek it in some other quarter, 
win release our friend, and then we shall aft 
be ipAt for the fright.*'— 

The satisfaction with which I thus en-- 
deavoured to re-assure the agonized heart 
of Louisa, was thoroughly established in my 
ewiu But Zadi, whose own feelings were 
too much agitated by his master's situation 
to permit his attending to those of others, 
hastened with too little consideration to de- 
stroy the hope, which I so fondly indulged, 
and with which I strove to soothe the af- 
flicted wife. 

— " Oh! no, no, no!" he exclaimed} 
we must -not reckon upon the snake*s leav- 
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ing MS so soon ! When the Anaconda has 
once chosen a groupe of trees for her abode^ 
and is seen to sport among their branches, 
in the manner in which we s»w her amu$ing 
herselfj she will remain there for whole 
days and weeks watching patiently for her 
prey, till every chance of success fails her, 
9nd absolute famine compels her to.emi^ 
^rat€ : But her capacity of existing without 
food is almost inconceivable, and till she re- 
jpoyes of hj^r own free will, no human 
power is able to drive her frofii ii^r re- 
treat.'V ■ 

" Almighty Powers !*' stamoiered out the 
trenabling Louisa ; ^ the^ he is lost indeed I 
]£vefi should those slight barriers be ^jffiiy 
cieint to protect him frpm the mon$ter'$ 
fury, he must still s^t last fall a prey to th^ 
assaults of hunger !" — 

My frowning looks easily made the old 
inan aware of the imprudence, , which he 
had just committed : But the mischief was 
irreparable. Every thing, which his imagi- 
nation could suggest to soften the effect pro- 
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duced by his Dl-juc^ed confession, was un- 
able to blunt the ^rrow, which had cariiied 
with it into the heart of his nmistress the 
poison of despair. 

— " But.after all/' said I," why are we to. 
take it for granted that our friend is actually 
closed tp this urgent danger ? By your own 
account, Zadi, above an hour had elapsed 
between your leaving your mastejr in the 
pavillion, and your discovery of the Ana. 
con4^; and what then.c;jn be more likely 
than that the day being so driigh.tful, h^ 
should have go^e put to walk> 3ind have 
quitted thi^ p;»viJUiQn ^fore the snake's ap** 
proach?"— , . \ , . 

— " Angel of comfort T' e:?uj^ine.4 Louisa, 
while she gieized my hand^ ^i^ pr^st.dt to^ 
her lips -, " blessed, ever blessed, be you for 
that suggestion ! — Why should,^ not be, as 
you wippoiy ?-r-rWby ^Quld not his ahs^^nce 
have re^Qfed him ?"^— ♦ ... 

— r" Ah I de^r Heayen !" sighed the old 
man, and shook his hpad — " the doors 
closf^d. • ji. • the windows all fastened. 
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— ^' Prove nothing,'* I interrupted him ; 
•i— " when did Seafield ever leave his fa- 
vorite retreat, without taking those precau- 
tions i — Perhaps, at this very moment that 
tve are trembling for his safety, he is at the 
distance of miles from the place of danger ! 
Perhaps, iiothing more is requisite for his 
full security, than that we should take the 
precaution of warning him in time» lest he 
should return to the dangerous pavillion 
instead of coming straight to the house. 
Ck)me, come, Zadi; let us hasten to find 
him ! Summon together all the male do- 
mestics, as well as our palanquin-bearers; 
kt us divide them into small parties and send 
them into every path, by which it is pos- 
sible for Seafield to regain the hilL'* — 

— ^' Tes, hasten ! hasten T* cried Louisa ; 
^ the thought, that you may come too late, 
{Mercies me to the very soul : .^et on his 
having already quitted the pavDlion hangs 
my whole, my only hope ! — ^Hasten, friends ! 
oh ! hasten to find him !" — 

Her eagerness would not suffer us to re« 
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jxmn a moment. We consigned her to the 
care of her female attendants* We then 
collected the male inhabitants of the house 
together with all speed, . and having armed 
them in the best manner that time would 
permit, we approached in dilFerent quarters 
as near the fatal hill, as the protecting shelter 
of trees and branches would allow us, with* 
out running the risque of being discovered 
by the Anaconda. Zadi remained with me. 

On our way, I endeavoured to compose 
my thoughts, and to make myself master of 
every particular, respecting the danger^ to 
which the firiend of my heart was exposed. 
My own alarm, and Louisa's presence had 
hitherto prevented my obtaining a thorough 
knowledge of the nature of Seafield's situa- 
tion, and wha( he had to apprehend : But 
now that I was alone with him, I lost no 
time befo^Biquestioned Zadi. 

— ^ Y^rsee, old man,'* said I, ** how 
your fatal outcry, * An Anaconda,' has 
palsied every soul through excess of terror. 
Now your imprudence will have been most 
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unpardonable, should it turn out, that you 
spoke without being quite certaun of the 
fact, or if you should be found through 
your own natural timidity to have exagge* 
rated the danger. Recollect yourself there- 
fore, and then answer me calmly and frank- 
ly — *^ Are you positive, that what you saw 
was really an Anaconda ; and in the dread*- 
ful acount which you have just given of her, 
have you not in some degree overstepped 
the limits of truth ?" — 

— " Sir," answered the good old man, 
** though it were the last word which I have 
to utter in this world, I should still repeat 
my former assertions. ^ Why, the very 
name of this creature is enough to make 
every native of this Island feel the blood 
freeze in his veins ! — and that I have not 
deceived myself, is alas ! but t^^ertain. I 
have already seen the AnaconcBRvice at no 
greater distance, than now; though never 
one of such a monstrous length and thick- 
ness, as that which is at present before us. 
This country would speedily become a wilder- 
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ness, if fortunately these reptiles ^ere not 
veify rarely met with ; for in general they 
remain cqncealed within the recesses of the 
deepest w^oods — there clinging round the 
branches of some gigantic tree, they remain 
waiting with inexhaustible patience for an 
opportunity of darting down upon their 
prey, the first man or animal, who is un- 
lucky enough to pass betieath them. How 
it happens, that this snake should have ad- 
vanced so far into the open country, is what 
I can least comprehend : But as the rainy 
season is bui just over, it is most probable j 
that she has been swept away by the irre- 
sistible violence of some of the mountain- 
torrents."— 

During this conversation we had conti- 
nued to 'advance under favour of the thick- 
woven underwood, till we were scarcely- 
more than^jR hundred paces distant from 
the monster. We could now examine it 
with the fnost perfect distinctness, and the 
eye was able to take in at once the whole 
extent of its gigantic structure. It was a 
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sight calculated to excite in equal degrees 
our horror and our admiration : it united 
the most singular and brilliant beauty with 
every thing, that could impress the beholder 
with apprehension ; and though while gaz- 
ing upon it I felt, that every limb shuddered 
involuntarily, I was still compelled to own, 
that never had I witnessed an exhibition 
more fascinating or more gratifying to the 
eye. 

The Anaconda was still employed iu 
twisting itself in a thousand coils among the 
palm-brlinches with such restless activity, 
with rapidity so inconceivable, that it was 
frequently impossible for the sight to follow 
her movements. At one moment, she fas* 
tened herself by the end of her tail to the 
very summit of the loftiest tree, and 
stretched out at her whole Icngtii, swung 
backwards and forwards, likeJBjp pendulum 
of a clock, so that her head almost seemed 
to graze the earth beneath her: then ii> 
another^ before the eye was aware of her 
intention, she totally disappeared among the 
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leafy canojnes. Now she slid down the 
stem, winding herself round and round 
it ; and now again only the extremity of 
her tail remained twisted round the root, 
while she stretched out her body upon the 
grass, and with elevated head and high- 
arching neck described a large or a small 
circle, as her capricious pleasure prompted. 

These latter movements gave us an op- 
portunity to discriminate with more exact- 
ness (during a few seconds at a time) the 
singular richness and beauty of her tints. 
The long slencler body was covered with a 
net-work of glittering scales, girdling it 
round with rings above rings, and effectu- 
ally securing it against every attack. The 
head was of a yellowish green, and marked 
in the middle of the ^kuU with a large 
dark spot, from whence small stripes of 
pale yellow were drawn down to the jaws. 
A brdad circle of the same colour went round 
the throat like a neck-lace, on either side 
of which were two olive-coloured patches, in 
shape resembling shields. Along the back 
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ran a chain of black waves with sharp* 
pointed edges, from whence on both sides, 
narrow flesh-coloured rings and broad bands 
of the brightest yellow (alternately and in 
the most tegular order) descended in zig- 
zag fashion towards the silver-white sto- 
mach, where they lost themselves impercep- 
tibly: but what served more than all to 
dazzle the eye with the brilliance of varie- 
gated colouring, were innumerable spots of 
a rich and vivid reddish-purple, sprinkled 
without order over the whole surface of the 
upper slan : for wdth the animal's slightest 
movement all these points, and spots, and 
contrasts of variegated hues, melted toge- 
ther in the sun beams, and formed one uni- 
versal blaze composed of all the colours of 
the rain-bow. 

Much as I admired the splendour of its 
garment, not less did I wonder at the enor- 
mous thickness of this terrific crea^^ure, 
which did not yield in bulk to that of a 
man of moderate size. Yet by comparing 
its thickness with its length, Zadi was de- 
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cidedly of opinion, that the Anaconda must 
have been greatly reduced by a fast of unu- 
sually long duration.— But the tranquillity 
of our observations was suddienly disturbed 
by perceiving, that she desisted abruptly^ 
from her airy gambols, and remained mo- 
tionless at the foot of the palm-tree with 
her head elevated and turned towards the 
pavillion^ as if in the act of listening ! 

At that moment, oh ! God ! with what 
violence did my heart beat against my 
bosom ! — If (as from every circumstance 
appeared but too probable) my friend was 
really shut up within the pavillion, it was 
beyond a doubt, that the monster had dis- 
covered his being so near her, and was now 
on the point of making a serious attack ! 
We could see distinctly the shape of her lii- 
deous head and the flames of her great pierc- 
ing eye-balls, reflected from the glass-win- 
dows, whose shutters had been closed from 
within — ^But the sight of her own terrors 
seemed to scare even the snake herself, for 
she instantly recoiled ; and then laying hern 
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self down dose to the threshold of the cir- 
cular pavillion, she encompassed it entirely, 
as if she was determined to secure her des^ 
tined victim irrevocably, by indosing him 
within the impassable limits of her magic 
ring! 

Deeply penetrated with the sense of that 
danger by which my friend was menaced, I 
forgot my own, and seizhig my gun, placed 
it to my shoulder the ball whistled through 
the air: I was an excellent marksman, and 
was certain, that I had pointed my piece 
exactly at the monster's head: and yet 
.... whether too great anxiety made my 
hand shake, or that the animal at that very 
moment made some slight change in her 
attitude, I know not. • . . But it is at least 
certain, that not the slightest shrinking gave . 
me reason to believe, that she felt herself 
at all injured* ' In the mean while, Zadi had 
seized my arm, and drawn me forcibly into 
a deeper part of the thicket. 

— " Ah ! Mr. Everard !'' sighed he ; *« I 
was well aware, that the Anaconda can set 
1 
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all our fire-arms at defiance* Ha: scaly hide 
renders her invulaeTable, except when one 
is quite dose to her -, and all that you have 
done is to put your own safety in danger, 
without advancing a single step nearer to 
piy master's relief." — 

However, it did not appear, that our 
enemy had paid much attention to my 
assault upon hen On the contrary, she 
only busied herself in renewing her attempts 
to gain an entrance through the pavillion's 
windows ; till at length seemingly wearied 
with her unavailing efforts^ she retired 
slowly, and concealed herself under the ver- 
dant umbrella of the palm-trees. We also 
had regained our former lurking-place; 
though we were now more irresolute than 
ever, as to the means most proper to b* 
adopted towards the rescue of my friend. • 

While we stood thus with our eyes fixed 
immoveably upon the pavillion, we observed 
the door to be slightly agitated. After a 
minute, the locl^ was gently drawn back ; 
dowly^ and with the utmost caution, did 
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the door expand about the breadth of halt* 
a foot, and out sprang the little Psyche, a 
beautiful Italian grey-hound, Seafield's fa- 
vourite play-fellow and inseparable compa- 
nion. As if conscious of her danger, she 
rushed down the hill with her utmost swift- 
ness: But \\TLth still greater swiftness did 
the Anaconda in ooie monstrous spring dart 
rattling down from its airy covert. The 
poor little animal was seized : we could just 
hear a short half-supprest cry, which marked 
its dying agony; for the dreadful jaw-bone 
moved but twice, or tlirice, and lo ! the 
dog*s chine was broken, and every bone 
in its body splintered. The snake then 
draped her prey to the foot of the palm- 
tree, (for in order to produce the proper 
.exertion of strength, it seemed necessary for 
her to have the stem or strong branch of 
some tree to cling to,) where she stretched 
herself out upon the grass at her ease, and 
began with her black tongue to separate the 
flesh from the bones of the crushed little 
animal. 
The distress, occasioned in my mind by 
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tliis sight, in itself so painful and disgust- 
ing, was converted into agony by the re- 
flections to wjbich it gave birth, after the 
first moments of horror and surprize were 
past ! That fact was now confirmed, which 
till this moment (in order to preserve at 
least a gl^am of comfort however faint) I 
had obstinately refused to believe — ^Seafield 
then was actually in th^ pavillion ! — the 
discharge of my musquet had in all proba- 
bility made him aware, that his friends were 
at no great distance. No one but he could 
have unclosed the door so cautiously, in 
order to leave his little favourite at liberty to 
quit their common shelter ; and Zadi was 
positive, that he had observed a ribband 
festened round the neck of the animal, to 
which something white appeared to be at- 
tached, in form resembling a letter. It was 
then, a message to us ! a cry for assistance ! 
a sacred injunction, that we should not 
abandon him in this season of his utmost 
need ! What agony of soul must he havQ 
endured. . • . What agony of soul must he 
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even at that moment be enduring ! To what a 
pitch of desperation must his mind have been 
worked up, before his trembl^pg hand could 
have resolved to draw back the bolt, which 
was the only barrier between himself and 
annihilation ! How bitter a pang must it 
have giveijL his tender benevolent heart, 
when he drove out his fond and faithful 
eompanion, and exposed her to such danger? 
and then flattering himself (as no doubt he 
did) tliat the little animaFs speed would 
surely enable her to escape. . . . Oh ! what a 
cruel wound must Psyche's expiring half- 
heard cry have given to his feelings !— Thesa 
reflections, or at least others nearly similar 
to them, almost deprived poor Zadi of his 
senses altogether. 

-— " Oh ! powers of mercy !** he exclaimed 
repeatedly ; " what did his letter mean to 
tell us ? — that at this moment he is strug* 
gling with despair ? — Alas ! alas ! we know 
it, we feel it ! and yet here we stand inac- 
tive, without counsel, without resolution, 
without hope !'* — 

— " Patience! patience!" said I, inter- 
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Tupting Mm : *• it is evident, that our wait- 
ing h«re is of no advantage. Let us return 
home, and endfeavour to find means of giv- 
ing some more effectual assistance, than our 
tears."-— 

We found the domestics returned ftoift 
their unavailing expedition, and the greatest 
part of them assembled*in the court yard, 
whose lofty walls afforded them a secure re- 
fuge: Being all natives of Ceylon, they 
were well acquainted with the nature and 
pursuits of the Anaconda, either from their 
own experience, or from hearsay : But al- 
most deprived of the power of thought by 
their terrors, no one was able to point out 
any means for attacking her with success, 
limmediately dispatched two of them to 
Columbo, to explain our situation, and de- 
mand assistance. I also desired, that me- 
dical aid might be sent to Louisa, and that 
if they could possibly find one, they should 
bring back with them a speaking trumpet. 
I then repaired to poor Louisa, and endea- 
voured to comfort her heart with a faint 
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gleam of hope, which my own was incapable 
of admitting. I failed in the attempt ; she 
was a prey to the most abject desp^dr : nor 
was I more successful in my endeavours to 
persuade her to withdraw from this scene 
of horror, and accompany my messengers 
to Columbo ; a measure which was advisable 
both on account of hef own security, and 
because her absence would leave us at liberty 
to bestow our undivided attention upon her 
husband. But finding her resolved not to 
remove from the scene of Seafield's danger, 
I returned to the court-yard, where the de- 
jected domestics were stiH lamenting over 
the Situation of their master, and expati- 
ating on the dreadful properties of the Ana- 
conda. 

— " Friends !^ I exclaimed, " there is not 
one among us all to whom the master of 
this house has not beeij a benefactor ! Now, 
that he is threatened with destruction, now 
is the time for us to show our gratitude for 
his kindness ! Come then ; let every one 
foUow me, who loves his Lord, and who 
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bears an honest heart in his bosom. Let us 
despise the danger of vthe attack, and set 
forward in a full bod)* to deliver him by 
force! We are armed; in numbers, in re- 
flection, in skill, the advantage is on our 
side. The bolder that we rush upon our 
enemy, the less dreadful will she appear to 
us. My life for it, she will be alarmed at 
the attack, wdll fly before us, and thus we 
shall enjoy the inestimable pleasure of res- 
cuing our friend from death. Now then ! 
let all who are of my opinion, show them- 
selves to be men, and range themselves on 
this side of the court."— 

Alas ! Zadi was the only one, who obeyed 
this invitation : the rest, poor timid wretch- 
es (in number between twenty and thirty) 
stood there trembling, gazing upon each 
other with doubtful looks, and whispering 
together, as if desirous of discovering an ex- 
cuse for the cowardice of each in the igno- 
miny of his neighbour. After a few minutes, 
one of them, whom the rest had appoinjted 
to be spokesman, advanced towards me, 
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and stammered out their general assurance—* 
^^ that to attack the famished snake with 
force would be nothing better than absolute 
madness.*'— 

This hope disappointed^ I ne:tt resolved 
to try, what effect of terror might be pro* 
duced upon the monster by the united 
shouts and outcries of so considerable a body^ 
assisted by the general and repeated dis* 
charge of our fire-arms. Our preparations 
were soon made; Louisa was apprised of 
the clamour which was going to be made : 
and in truth, we raised an uproar so loud 
and so well-sustained, that it seemed almost 
capable of waking the sleepers in the grave. 
From all the casements we discharged at the 
same moments our musquets provided with 
a double charge, and a hail of bullets rat* 
tied about the . head of the gigantic snake, 
who afforded us a fair aim. Yet still she 
continued to play her gambols quietly 
among the trees; nay, she did liOt give 
any sign, by which we could judge, that 
she was sensible of our attack-— ^i\fter a fevr 



THE AKACONDA. 61 

moments spent in this manner with no bet- 
ter eflfect, we found that our provision of 
ammimition was exhausted: Besides, we 
were ourselves too much fetigued to con- 
tinue any longer an attempt, which afforded 
us so little prospect of producing any ad- 
vantage. 

By this time the day was drawing rapidly 
to its dose. By dint of turning the painful 
subject frequently in my mind, and making 
every possible conjecture, one means of 
scaring the Anaconda had suggested itself, 
which appeared to me well worthy of atten- 
tion } but in order to put it in execution, 
the darkness of the night ,was necessary. I 
had often read in books of travels, what 
powerful aid had been derived from fire 
against the attacks of wild beasts^ and how 
lions and tigers had often forgotten t|ieir 
thirst of blood, and betaken themselves to 
flight, like the most timid animals, when 
scared by a fire-brand whirled round, or 
the blaze of a flaming heap of straw. Armed 
with such weapons, I was determined^ as 
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soon as night should be set in, to approach 
the Anaconda, and put her courage to the 
proof, even though the faithful Zadi should 
be the only one of sufficient courage to assist 
me in my venturous design. 

The night arrived : an awful stillness 
reigned all around us — Our enemy, how- 
ever, still was watchful j for from time to 
time we could hear her rustling among the 
branches. I past the twilight in endeavour, 
ing to comfort Louisa with the prospect of 
a serious attack to be made upon the snake 
the next day, from which (as I assured her) 
much better success might be expected : but 
I judged it prudent to conceal from her our 
nightly enterprize, the effect of which ap- 
peared even to myself too uncertain to 
make me venture to ground upon it any 
promise of advantage. Besides, her ex- 
hausted strength made it absolutely necies- 
sary, that she should pass some moments 
in tranquillity ; a state, which seemed to 
me absdutely incompatible with the tumults 
of expectation j which the knowledge of our 
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proposed adventure would naturally excite 
in her bosom. 

At length a sign given by Zadi made me 
aware, that all our preparations were com- 
pleted. Louisa was reclining on a couch 
with her eyes closed^ and seemed to have 
fallen into a kind of lethargy. I stole softly 
from the apartment, and was on the point 
^of quitting the house, when a means sug- 
gested itself to me of communicating my 
design to my friend, even before the arrival 
of the speaking trumpet, which I expected 
the next. day froni Ck)lumbo. I recollected, 
that I had lately taught Seafieki a common 
European trick of combination, by which 
two persons separated from each other (hav- 
ing first agreed upon their measures) could 
convey their sentiments without the help of 
words : a certain number of blows^ corres- 
ponding with the number of the place 
which each letter of the four and twenty 
holds in the alphabet, enaUed the striker 
to form words and sentences, by which 
the hearer without other communicatioa 
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was made aware of the steps, which with- 
out his knowledge it had been settled for 
him to take— this trifle had but lately served 
us to puzzle Louisa, and pass away an idle 
evening hour ; and I flattered myself >^ith 
the possibility, that it might still exist in 
Seafield's remembrance. At any rate, I 
resolved to make the trial without loss of 
time, and the stillness of night seemed, to 
aflblrd me the most favourable opportunity 
for executing my plan with success. 

A thin smooth board, well calculated for 
reverberating sounds, and a strong hammer 
were easily procured. With these I has- 
tened to the balcony, and began by striking 
as many blows, as the alphabet required 
(that is, one to A — ^two to B— twenty-four 
to Z, &c.) till I had gone through it regu- 
larly. I trusted that this orderly manner of 
proceeding would awaken his attention ; 
and having completed the alphabet, I told 
him (in the same manner) if he compre- 
hended my meaning, to strike three blows 
within the-pavillicn, as loud as he possibly 
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could.—- Oh ! heavenly powers ! I had not 
long to wait ! It was not long, before three 
£adnt sounds informed me, that I was under* 
stood, and never did music seem so sweet 
to my ear ! — I hurried to tell Louisa, that 
I had found a means of communicating 
with her husband, and that I was going to 
command him to be of good chear in ber 
name and for ber sake — A silent melancholy 
sniie, a convulsive pressure of my hand 
were my reward ; and I now hastened againr 
to the balcony to assure the poor prisoner^ 
that I was labouring for his relief ;, that Lou- 
isa was well, and begged him to be patient 
and composed ; and that I requested him to 
keep up his spirits, and resist the attacks of 
despair, since he might depend upon it, 
that I would either rescue him, or parish 
in the attempt. I concluded by desiritig 
him to assure me, that he would confide 
in the activity of my friendship, by repeat- 
ing his former signal — ^I now suffered my 
hammer to rest— I listened — Again, more 
audibly than before, did I hear the three 
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wished-for blows given from within the pa- 
villion, and I now hastened to prosecute my 
nightly plan with fresh spirits and reno- 
vated ardour. 
' Excited by Zadi's remonstrances, about a 
dozen of the bravest among the domestics 
and palanquin-bearers were assembled with 
torches in their hands in the court-yard^ 
My design was, to steal as near the hill as 
the underwood would permit, under favour 
of the darkness, and only guided by a single 
dark lanthom. When we could approach 
no further without hazard, we were to 
light our torches as fast as possible, and 
whirling them round and round, to rush 
towards the pavillion with loud shouts, in 
order that our attack might be accompanied 
by all the terrors and advantage of sur- 
prize. 

Zadi, to whose care the guiding lanthorn 
was confided, went foremost ; I followed 
dose upon his footsteps, and thus with ex- 
treme caution and in profound silence did 
we press through bushes and brambles, till 



.THE ANACONDA* 



i^ 



we arrived above half as near again to the 
pavillion, as the position wluch we had oc- 
cupied during the day. The Anaconda now 
lay right before us, quiet and unsuspecting ; 
nor could we have wished for a better op- 
. portunity for executing our plan with every 
probability of success. We now turned tox)ur 
.companions. . • • But just Heaven ! who can 
express our astonishment and vexation^ and 
-how did our heart sicken at perceiving, that 
.the faithless cowards had shrunk from the ' 
danger uow that it was so near at hand^ 
and had profited by the darkness to 
steal away one by ojie ? I was alone with 
.Zadi : we concluded with justice, that for 
only two persons to make the attempt must 
be unavailing, and the old man flattered him- 
self, that he should be able to shame his 
comrades into a resumption of their more 
manly resolutions. I had but little hopes 
•irfhis success; yet no choice was left me but 
to follow him and endeavour to give double 
strength to his persuasions and reproaches. 

Both were employed in vain: their ter- 
rors had subdued all sense of shame com- 
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pletely. Tfaey called us madmen for wish- 
ing to expose ourselves to the ftiry of 
the famished Anaconda ; and instead of 
promising any future assistance, they de- 
dared, tht^t they would only wait for day- 
break to secure themselves by flight from a 
danger so imminent. In the mean while 
Zadi was busy in fastening several torches 
together in pairs. 

— " Come, Sir !" he cried to me : ** let 
us lose no more precious time in endeavour- 
ing to inspire these heartless knaves with 
courage ! Let us leave the cowards, and 
try, whether perhaps the glare of these 
torches, doubled as you see them, may not 
of themselves be suflicient to dazzle and 
scare away the monster. At the worst we 
can but perish with our dear master, and 
it is better to die, than riot perform our 
duty !"— 

I obeyed him : we hastened back to the 
pavillion. Already were we on the point 
of ascending the hill, when I felt my arm 
seigied by some one with a convulsive grasp. 
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I turned hastUy round : a thin figure, breath- 
less through speed and anxiety, and whose 
white garments fluttered in the breeze of 
night, stood beside me. It was Louisa! 
Our dispute with the slaves had not past so 
quietly, but that our voices had reached thir 
ear of Seafield's sorrowing wife, whose couch 
anguish of heart permitted not slumber to 
approach. She questioned her attendants; 
by artful interrogatories she contrived to 
draw from them the peculiar nature of the 
enterprize, on which wc were engaged. 
She feigned to sleep : and as soon as her 
women were thrown off their guard, she 
stole from her apartment, seized a torch, 
and followed us determined to sham with 
us the danger and its reward. 

My whole resolution failed mej when I 
recognized the new comer, and when she 
made known in a few short expressive 
words her desperate resolution. In a low 
voice I conjured her to return to the man- 
sion-house i 1 protested, that her presence 
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robbed our arms of strength and our hearts 
of courage ; and I asked her, whether it 
was not enough agony, for us to tremble for 
an existence so dear as . Seafield's, without 
being obliged to risque the loss of another 
life equally precious ? 

— ^^ My life for his !" was the only re- 
ply, which she gave to my remonstrances ; 
" my life for his! — ^What ! shall I. rest my 
hands idly before me, while strangers are. 
active in his defence ? Shall I have to. 
blame myself during, the remnant of my. 
existence, for having done nothing for him 
in the time of his extreme need. Nothing ? 
Shall my husband actually be rescued by his. 
friends* while his careless wife has not even 
attempted to preserve him ? — No, Everard,^ 
no ! my life for his ! my life for his !*' — » 

I listened with admiration to the over- 
flowings of this noble heart ! How to resist 
her vehemence I knew not : I was compelled 
to give way to her, and yet was conscious,^ 
that her presence must entirely destroy every, 
chance of our success. It would have been 
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madness to venture in her company to that 
extreme point of danger, to which Zadi and 
myself had before not scrupled to advance. 
The Anaconda too appeared at this moment 
to be more restless, than formerly : doubt- 
less, the sound of our footsteps, and our 
whispering dispute . must aheady have be- 
trayed our being in her neighbourhood. 
Nevertheless, we hastily kindled our fire 
brands, one of which we held in each 
hand, and as we whirled them rapidly back- 
wards and forwards, we sent forth shoutf 
and shrieks with all our strength, the 
dead stillness of all around us rendered our 
outcries doubly dreadful. 

A rushing sound among the tops of the. 
palm-trees, as if branch by branch they were 
forcibly snapped asunder, was the answer 
given to our challenge. It was the Ana- 
conda, (whether excited by fear, or by an- 
ger, I will not pretend to decide,) who 
darted herself from tree to tree with tre- 
mendous leaps, while the slender stems were 
bent and shaken by her burthen. At the 
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same time we were alarmed by a loud hiss-^ 
ing, so piercingly sharp, that it seemed 
close at our ears, and her eyes, blazing with 
their own vindictive fires, shot lightnings 
through the gloom of night. 

In truth, this appearance was in every 
respect so dreadful, that it required no or- 
dinary courage to witness it without agita- 
tion. I cannot deny, that while gazing on 
it I felt my hair stand an end and my blood 
run cold : and I observed that Zadi strove 
"*o keep his teeth closed together, in. order to 
prevent me from hearing them chatter. — ^I 
turned with apprehension to Louisa. Alas ! 
there lay the wretched wife on the earth 
deprived of consciousness. This sight was 
sufficient to banish every other considera- 
tion. I threw away my torches lustily, 
clasped the unfortunate in my arms, and 
with Zadi's help, bore her with all speed 
back to the mansion-house ; prosperous in 
this alone, that we retired unpursued by the 
Anaconda—^Here after a long interval of 
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msensibiKty, we at length succeeded in re- 
calling Louisa's flying spirit — Sbe revived j 
but it was only to <lwell upon the midnight 
scene, from which we were just returned^ 
and which her inflamed imagination painted 
m colours, if possible, still mote dreadful 
than the reality. She called without ceas- 
ing upon her husband and upon me : and 
sSnce it was out of tny power to give more 
active assistance elsewhere, it would have 
been barbarous in me to leave her, with- 
out endeavouring by soothing and per- 
suasion to dissipate the gloomy ideas, by 
wMdi her heated brain was distracted. 

Thus past away the remainder of the 
night, which left us even with less hope 
and resolution, than we posse^t, when it 
arrived. The melancholy morning at length 
dawned; but the sun was scarcely risen, 
when Zadi rushed into the apartment. His 
eyes sparkled, and the beating of his heart 
almost choaked his words, before he was 
able to give them utterance* 

— " Oh ! Mr. Everard !" he exclaimed j 
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V ray master. . * . my dear master !— He has 
:j5till hope ! — ^He has still courage !— He en- 
<leavours to communicate with us ! — ^\Ve 
shall soon know, how matters go with him 
.... what he wishes to be done. . . . what he 
^expects us to do. . . . Yes ! yes ! we wiil soon 
Joiow it r*— 

It was some time, before he was suffid^ 
ently calm to explain to me the cause of 
this emotion. At length I learned, that in 
^examining the pavillion, he had just disco- 
vered a sheet of paper thrust through the 
crevice of the door, and which, apparently 
detained by one of its corners, fluttered 
loosely in the air, unable to effect its escape. 
Doubtless it was a letter, which Seafield 
hoped, some favourable gust of wind 
would carry within our reach, but w|iich 
he had not sufficiently disengaged from its 
narrow passage. As to reading the con* 
tents, even if the distance had permitted 
it, Zadi was not possest of the knowledge 
requisite« He therefore had hastened in all 
' diligence to conrniunicate to me this disco- 
2 
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Very, from which I also derived some hope, 
though fainter than that which filled the 
bosom of the fiuthful Zadi. 

We Irtirried to the hill, approached still 
nearer than we had ventured to do hitherto, 
and with the assistance of an excellent tele- 
scope, 1 endeavoured to decypher the cha- 
racters traced upon the important paper. 
Alas I that there actually were characters 
' traced on it, was aU that I could distinguish ; 
for the light paper fluttered continually in 
the wind, and was never suffered to rest for 
two seconds together. My inexhaustible pa- 
tience, my unwearied exertions, long str ug- 
:gled agamst the evident impossibility of suc- 
cess : I gained nothing by them except the 
•conviction, that to jirosecute the attempt 
further would only be to throw away a 
^eater portion of my time. Zadi, in breath- 
3ess silence and his eyes fixed on my face 
^jnalteratily, watched my every movement. 

— " Then you give up the jpoint ?'* said 
he at length, while a livid paleness over- 
spread bis dark countenance, and such a 
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trembling seized him, that I could see his 
every limb shaking ; " well then, there is 
no more to be said ! Let us return to the 
house, and take courage: I will ' fetch you 
the paper/* — 

— " Old man !'* I exclaimed starting at 
this unexpected .assurance — '* What .say 
you ? — Your good intention is worthy of 
your good heart ; but you would make an 
unavailing sacrifice to your fidelity — you 
may bring destruction on yourself, but you 
never will bring the paper from thence. 
To do that is out of any mortal power !" — 

'-^^ May be so ! may be so !" repeated the 
Indian ; " but at least the trial shall be 
made. It seems, as if my master's voice 
cried to me, that his safety depended on 
that paper ; and should I be worthy tq be- 
long tOi him, if I were deaf to my master's 
cry ? — ^By the God of my fathers, I will ei- 
ther come back to you with that paper. . . . 
or never will come back again." — 

And with every word that he spoke, his 
tone became stronger, his step firmer, and 
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the fire of resolution illuminated his large 
dark eyes. 

During this contention we reached the 
court-yard— -In silence, and absorbed in him- 
self, did this unequalled servant make the 
necessary preparations for his undertakingr 
His plan was to conceal his whole person 
from head to foot under a covering of 
boughs and cocoa-leaves resembling as much 
as possible the broken branches, with which 
the snake^s gambols or indignation had 
strewed the hill all around her. Under this 
verdant shield, he flattered himself, that he 
should be able to creep gradually to the 
pavillion door, unperceived by the Ana- 
conda. 

— ^^ I have been accustomed," said he, 
** to this kind of work from my earliest in- 
fancy. In my time, 1 was reckoned an ex- 
pert elephant-hunter, and by means of this 
artifice have frequently made those enor- 
mous animals my prize." — 

But a few minutes were past, and already 
was Zadi accoutred in this singular disguise. 

e3 
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He provided himself with no weapons ex- 
cept his dagger. He obstinately refused to 
suffer me to accompany him, assuring me, 
that I should only put my own life in dan- 
ger, without being able to. afford him the 
least assistance. He was so positive, that I 
was obliged to give up the point : but I was 
at least determined to accompany the noble- 
minded fellow with my eyes, as well as with 
my fervent prayers and wishes. From the 
balcony of the mansion-house I had an ex- 
tensive and unimpeded view qver the sur- 
rounding objects ; and from hence I saw 
Zadi set forward on his perilous adventure, 
taking through precaution a wide circuit 
in order to reach the hill itself. 

With equal prudence he made his ap- 
proach on that side, where the pavillion 
would screen him from the enemy's ob- 
servation. From time to time, I lost 
sight of him among the underwood ; even 
when he was before my eyes, I occasion- 
ally doubted, whether it was he indeed, sa 
cautiously and so artfully did he make 
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Ms approach, creeping on his hands and 
kaee^, .sometimes remaining, without stir- 
ring, sometijues stealing forwards wVh s 
movement so imperceptible, that it almpst 
eluded the keenness of sight. He was a 
fiving example to me of the discretion, assi- 
duity,, and skill, which the savage employs 
in laying his ambuscades, and stealing upon, 
bts unsuspecting enemy; ' 

And now favoured by the long grass and 
fragments of boughs, with- which the ground ^ 
was covered, had Zadi by a thousand serpen- 
tine movements reached the wall of the pa- 
villion. My heart beat violently, as I saw 
on one side the Anaconda, as yelt (it^s true) 
suspecting nothing, but still dreadful from 
her appearance, and exhibiting every mo^ 
ment awful proofe of her strength, Sy the 
powerful leaps with which she darted her- 
self from bough to bough ; and on the other 
hand, separated from her by the distance of 
ten yards at most, I beheld a poor infirm and 
aged man, whose force consisted only in his 
courage and his discretion. 
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Zadi in the mean whUe remained so tran^^ 
quil and so motionless in his present position 
neav the pavillion-door, that the monster 
could not fail of being deceived by so unsuspi- 
cioiis an appearance. The Indian's eye was 
fixed immoveably upon the snake, and fol- ^ 
lowed all her twistings and windings with 
incessant application, while she swung her- 
self with unwearied activity backwards 
and forwards, now here, now there, now 
above, now below ; till at the very moment 
when she shot herself over him in a bound of 
prodigious extent, I suddenly saw the invalu^ 
able paper disappear from its place, without 
being able to perceive the means, by which it 
was^ brdugbt into the power of the successful 
lurker. 

I clasped my hands in ecstacy, and poured 
out my thanks to God from the very bottom 
of my heart. — But all was not yet done* 
It required no less caution and dexterity to 
retire, than to approach ; and never did I 
offer up more fervent vows, than at the mo- 
ment, when the animated thicket began tg 
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set itself again in motion. Slower than 
the hour hand of a dial, now moving 
£orwirds, now backwards, now right, now 
l^ft, it stole itself down the hiU. Still it went 
on. . . .and on. . » . and lower. . * . and lower 
... * till with inexpressible delight I saw it 
almost at the very foot of the hill — and now 
at length I began to draw my breath with- 
out pain — ^^ the noble fellow is safiejj* said I 
to myself. — At that moment. . . » whether 

Joy at the successful issue of his attempt had 
deprived him of part of his former caution 
» ... or whether some accidental derange- 
ment of the sheltering branches^ discovered 
enough to excite the reptile's siSpicLon. . . - 
at that moment I saw tl^e Anaconda, dart 
from above, and in the quickness^ of a^ 
thouglit she reached the bottom of the 
hill and enveloped the -unfortunate in her 
folds! a piercing^ shriek of lu)rror burst 
from me4. 1 felt all my blood congeal itself " 
within my veins I 

Yet even in this dreadful situation won^- 

-derful was the presence of mind, which 21adi 
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Stiff preserved ; wonderful was the courage; 
the activity, and the skill, with which he 
defended himself against the monster. 
Grasping his dagger with firm jmd steady 
hand, he struck it with repeated blows 
between the impenetrable scales of his enemy, 
sought out with inconceivable address the 
most tender partS' to strike, and at length 
succeeded in giving her so deep and so 
well-placed a wound, that it must needs 
h^ve worked her up to the most extreme 
pitch of pain and fury ; for suddenly I be- 
held htm only girdled by a single fold of the 
Anaconda's tail, withr which (in the same 
manner, tliat one who has unexpectedly 
grasped a pettle, throws it away) she hurled? 
the poor wretch into the air far away, till I 
lost him among the surroujiding bushes. 
As for the snake, she hastily regained her 
former hiding-place, where she lay quiet 
and concealed for some time, before she re-, 
sumed her usual sports; though when she 
did resume them, it was evidently with less 
sprightliriess than beforer 
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My agony is not to be described ! No- 
bbing was to be seen of the unfortunate 
Ind^n. ^ What was become of him ? Had^ 
he been killed by the violence of the fi^? 
4xr was he at that moment struggling in the 
pangs of death ? His preservation I consi- 
dered as beyqnd the limits of possibility;, 
and yet it seemed to me inhuman an A un- 
grateful quite to abandon him to his fate, 
without having first exhausted every possible- 
means of assisting him» Irresistibly carried, 
away by these sentiments^ I rushedfronn the 
balcony, and hastened towards the hill by 
-the same course, which he had pursued him- 
self, and which I could easily track by tha 
depression of the dewy grass.- Towards 
that side also had he been thrown by 
the Anaconda, and it was probable, that 
the thicket might> shelter, me, till; I could' 
reach the spot, where he lay dying;. In the 
eagerness of this hope," I totally overlbokedi 
the extreme risque 'of an undertaking, the^ 
\ery idea of which but four and twenty 
hours sooner would have made me. shudder. 

B 6 
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through every limb. So true is it, that 
violent emotions communicate a force to the 
mind, which enables it to rise above itself, 
and gives it courage to encounter danger 
and even death without the shrinking of si 
single nerve. 

Suddenly my attenticHi was arrested by a 
faint murmur! — It came from, a thicket at 
no great distance: 1 listened again! — Oh J. 
Heavens ! it was the voice of -Zadi— rl lost 
not a moment in hastenuig to the. place-r* 
He heard me ; he opened Ixis eye-lids, M-hich 
seemed already closed in eternal, sleep,. re* 
cognized , me as I raised liira in my arnifi, 
and a faint smile stole over his coimtenance,, 
as he stretchjed out his hand to me witJi 
difficulty. 

. — .'* Take it !'" he said, j " God be thank- 
ed, that I am able to reward youi kindness 
so well !-— even in the monster's grasp, T stilt 
kept fast hold of it — Oh! take it, take it }'*-*- 

It was the paper, which he had purchased 
so dearly, and which the faitlifui creature exr 
tended towards me^- 
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1 — " Read it ! he continued — " Lose no 
time ! — ^Before I am deprived of my senses 
again. . . . and for ever. ... at least let me 
have the satisfaction to know. . . . what my 
master wished me to do ! — ^alas ! alas ! now 
you will be left alone to assist him !"— 

— " And assist him I will, dou^t it not, 
thou noble heart,'* I replied, while I strove 
to raise him fronv the ground ;. " but my 
first assistance must be given to yourself."-— 

It was ia vain^ that he conjured me to 
leave him to his fete, and only think of ef* 
fecting his master's rescue. Without heed- 
ing him, I managed to lift him upon my 
shoulders^ and tottering beneath his. weight 
I endeavoured to effect our escape from the 
dangerous vicinity of the pavillion. With 
difficulty I succeeded iai regaining the op^n 
ground. Fortunately some of the other 
domestics saw us from the hous^, and 
hastened to relieve me from my wretched 
burthen. Assisted by them, \ at, length saxv 
Zadi safely deposited, on a sofa, in the .man- 
aon-thouse : he was *gain on the point t)f 
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losing all sensibility ; but a cordial of power- 
ful virtue being administered without de- 
lay, his strength was restored sufficiently to 
preserve him from a relapse. 

It's true, none of his limbs were fracturedj 
but he was dreadfully bruised by his fall ; his 
breast and ribs had been almost crushed 
together by the close-drawn folds of the 
serpent; he was totally unable to move 
so much as a finger, and his conditiom 
was such as would have excited pity. 
even in the most insensible nature- As. 
for me, I almost sank beneath this addition 
to .that general calamity, whkh seemed to 
increase with every succeeding moment. V 
was now a single man, to whoso hand Pro- 
vidence had committed th« lives of three 
: afljicted creatures ! never did mortal pray to 
Heaven with more fervour or more unafiect- 
ed zeal, then I did while imploring the 
divine grace to assist me in fulfilling a mission 
so'sacred and so difficult. 

But as for Zadi, he seemed to have already 
ibrgotten himself, his past dangers, and gre^ 
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sent paijis.' He implored me to waste no 
more time in striving tp mitigate his suffer- 
ings, and assured me, that the letter of his 
dear afflicted master would be the best 
balsam for all his wounds. In compliance 
with his earnest entreaties, 1 prepared to 
peruse the paper j but the tears gushed into 
my eyes on recognizing the well-known 
hand-wrfting, and it was with difficulty, 
that I deq^phered the following words : 

_ — ^ Oh ! 1 understand you weB, my 
-friends, my beloved-ones f your voices.^ . . 
still more your unremitting and desperate 
exertions to relieve me. » . • all convince me, 

. . that you are near me ; that you feel for me ; 
that you spare no labour to effect my rescue t 
- — Alas I you will labour in vain ! — ^Deatji h^s 
already enveloped me in his dark circle ^ 
there is no escape j. I have already bade my 

farewell to life 1 cannot long survive in 

this atmosphere, corrupted as it is by the 
pestilential vapours^ constantly exhaling 
from tlie monster's jaws.— I die resigned; 
but do not embitter this last and heavy 
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hour by the apprehension, lest your ex- 
ertions in my behalf should be the means 
of involving you in my danger. By^ all that 
is sacred and dear, I conjure you, abandon 
me to my unhappy fate ; fly ! oh ! fly far 
from hence; it is my lastj my only, rny most 
earnest request ! 

" Everarcl ! — Oh t Everard, my poor wife! 
— Do not abandon my Louisa !" 

A cold -shuddering ran through my bones: 
the poisonous air robbed us even of our last 
wretched hope, that the Anaconda might 
at length retire wearied out with her vain 
expectations, and leave my friend at liberty 
to quit his retreat. But now it was evident 
from his letter, that long ere this could hap- 
pen, Seafield would be ho more ! immediate 
help must save him, or nme I Zadi sob- 
bed aloud : it was an addition to my own 
grief to think, that I had been obliged ta 
give a fresh pang to liis faithful bosom, and 
> it wrung me to the very soul, when I saw 
him give way openly to this burst o£ sorrow.. 
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Suddenly he uttered a shriek so loud, that it 
starded all who heard him. 

— " No ! no I'* He exclaimed in the most 
vicdent agitation — " No ! no ! he shall not 
bid farewell to life for ever ! — ^there are still 
means. • • . Oh ! wretch that I am i curses, 
eternal curses on my old head, that I did not 
think of it tUl now, and now it comes too 
late It— I might have saved him ! I might 
have saved him !— Had I but thought of it 
sooner, my master would have been safe at 
this moment ! now it is too latel-^i^He must 
die, ^nd 'tis my heedlessness, which kills 
him !*•— 

.*^" For mercy sake,** I cried, " explaia 
yourself, old man !— You see, that our mes*- 
jengers are not returned from ^Columbo— - 
every mpment, that we lose, is inestimable ! 
r^If you really do know any means of res- 
cue. . . • tell it. • . . discover it ! — Delay not 
an instant ! — Speak ! — To what means do 
you allude ?*' — t 

— r** It is too late ! it is too late !*' he 
rc^peated i ^' No ono but myself could have 
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carried It through ; and here I lie, without 
the power to move a limbj and no one else 
will undertake a task so desperate 1*' 

— ^^ The means ! the means !*' I exclaitiped 
again, almost frantic witli agjftation. 

— " Well then !** he resumed, his words 
frequently interrupted with groans j *J the 
Anaconda, is, as I told you formerly, the 
most voracious animal in' nature. She is 
invincible, while stimulated by hunger; 
but sh? can be overcome by a very diild^, 
ft Mon as she !iJ8 satiated herself with food: 
then she loses the flexibility of her joints, 
and instead of her restless activity she seems 
phmged in a benumbing torpor, and re- 
mains unable to move, overpbwered by the- 
burthen of her immoderate meal/*— 

— •** Excellent dear old man !" said I, m 
rapture at the ray of hope, with which his. 
words inspired me ; " Is what you say 
certain f — Could we but satiate this Ana^ 
conda '*— 

— ^'^ My master were rescued!'* he re* 
plied :-— ** but to eflfect this requires the: 
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jque of a life : aiid who will venture that > 
-Oh ! were but these old limbs» as they ' 
ere two hours ago. * . Could I but remove 
e mountain load, which weighs upon my 
est, and prevents my breathings . . . *' — 
— " Oh \ if I am but right in my guess !'* 
interrupted the old man i " you: would 
ve driveiL her prey to the .Anacon-^ 
• 

— " The whole herd I the whde fcerd T^ 
;mted Zadi ; and he sank back exhausted 

the violence" of his emotions.—** Thi$^ 
^^S^tj** h^ continued in a low voice after 
3 pause of a moment — " this thought sug* 
3ted itself to my recollection long ago .^ 
t wretch that I was, I believed its execu< 
m to be impracticable-*-»the plague^ which 
ely prevailed here among the cattle, hais 
;:asioned them to be removed from this 
rt of the country, and they were gone toa 

to be recalled in time to afford 
5 required assistance — ^In despair therefore 
anished this scheme from my thoughts f 
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but now that I am rendered unable to put 
it in execution, I remember. ... 

— " What ? "What r" I inquired, almost 
breathless with anxiety, — 

" You know well Van Dcrkel, the rich Hol- 
lander, whose estate joins this? He is the most 
positive man breathing, and having once de* 
dared our fears of the plague to be groundless, 
he refused out of pure obstinacy to suffer his 
cattle to accompany those of his neighbours 
—they remain on his estate at this moment ; 
an herd might easily be procured, and then 
.... but it b too late, now it is too late ! 
none but his faitliful servant would dare 
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— " What?** said I, interrupting himj 
^ wiU not his faithfiil friend ?**— 
■ Zadi*s looks met mine : they burned with 
new fire, while he confest, that on me alone 
now rested hb only hope. The flames in Jus 
eyes seemed to have communicated them- 
selves to my heart ; and the blessings with 
which he loaded me, and the effusions of 
gratitude to Heaven and to me which he 
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poured forth, confirmed the resolution, 
which I had already adopted. 

— " Be of good comfort, friend !'* saidl, 
as I turned to leave him; " the man, whom 
you sought, is found ! I will tread that 
path which no other will tread, and I now 
leave you for the pui^ppse of seeking it.** — 

Zadi's eyes were now filled with tears of 

joy- 

— " iVIay the God of my fathers bless you !'* 
he said, raising his eyes to Heaven j " now 
then I can die contented \ Now then the 
hour of my master's deliverance will strike 
at last.** — 

I lost no time in hastening to Van 
DerkePs. I offered his herdsman the whole 
sum in my possession, if he would assist 
me in driving the beasts under the palm- 
trees: but he shuddered at the proposal, 
and rejected my proffered gold. I was not 
yet discouraged. By his master's authority 
I promised him freedom, provided he would 
but venture so far, as to advance with the 
kord to tlie extremity of the little grove, 
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which on the north-side separated the '4^ 
from the open country. He hesitated; 
again I prest liim y and at length he stam- 
mered out his consent, but in a voice se 
faint, and with a look of such irresolution, 
as convinced me, that I could place little 
xiependence upon his promised help. 

However, I at least neglected none of the 
means, which might contribute to our mu- 
tual safety : I caused the slaves to prepare 
vnlh all diligence a couple of machines si- 
milar to those, under which Zadi had per- 
formed his hazardous undertaking. Cover- 
ed With these, we began to drive the cattle 
slowly before us ; and as the general agita^ 
tion had caused them to be totally neglected 
by their keepers during their confinemeiit 
in a place, which afforded no herbage f(Mr 
their nourishment, hunger made them more 
obedient, than we should prc^ably have 
otherwise found them — and thus did we 
advance towards the hill, though tJie Kttle 
resolution of my companion evidently grew 
still less with every step which we took for- 
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wards. To encourage him, I bade him oh* 
serve the trtmquiUity of the Anaconda, who 
had gradually withdrawn herself into her 
green shelter, so that we mi^ht almost have 
•doubted her being reaUy there. 

•— " That is the very thing, which alarms 
me I*' answered the trembling slave ; ** I am 
sure, that she has already discovered us, 
and now lurks concealed among the leaves, 
in order that she may make her prey the 
more secure. Now then, not one step fur- 
ther will I advance; what I have already 
ventured is enough to merit liberty ; but at 
all events, I had rather pass tlie rest of my 
days ia fetters, than purchase my freedom by 
advancing a single foot beyond this spot !'* — 
And with these words he hurried away. 
However, I was the less disturbed at his 
forsaking me, when I perceived, that with* 
out him I could manage to drive the cattle 
forwards, and that no natural instinct 
made them aware of the neighbourhood of 
their enemy. It was not long, before we 
arrived at the hill-fooU I was now obliged 
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to leave the animals to their oAvo guidance 
feeling themselves no longer annoyed by my 
goad, they gave way to the impulse of j 
hunger, and dispersing themselves carelessly, 
began to feed upon the welcome herbage : 
but how great was my joy at perceiving 
the bull separate himself from the rest 
of the herd and begin to ascend the 
hilL We arrived near the groupe of palm* 
trees : every thing was hushed and tran- 
quil : not a sound was to be heard, except 
the noise of the scattered branches, as the bull , 
trampled them beneath his feet : the Ana- j 
conda seemed to have disappeared alto- j 
gcther. 

But on a sudden a loud and rattling 
rush was heard among the palms, and with 
a single spring the snake darted down like 
a thunder clap and twisted herself with her 
whole body round her devoted victim. Be* 
fore the animal was yet aware of his dan- 
ger, he already felt his dewlap inclosed be* 
twcen the wide-expanded jaws of the mon- 
ster, and her teeth struck i»to it deeply. 
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Roaring aloud he endeavoured to fly, and 
succeeded in dragging His tormentor a few 
yards away with him j but instantly she 
coiled herself round him in three or four 
wide folds, and drew these knots so close 
together, that the entangled beast was inca- 
pable of moving, arid remained as if rooted 
to the place, already struggling with the 
terrors and pangs of death. The first 
noise of this extraordinary contest had been 
sufficient to put the remaining cattle to 
ffight. 

Unequal as was the strife, still it was not 
over instantly. The noble beast wanted not 
spirit to defend himself, nor was his strengdv 
easily exhausted. Now he rolled himself 
on the ground, and endeavoured to crush 
the enemy with his weighty now he swelled 
every nerve and exerted the power of every 
musde to burst the fetters, in which his 
limbs were eavelc^ed j he shook himself 
-violently : he stamped ; he bit ; he roared ; 
lie pa^yed up the earth ; he foamed at the 
mouth, and then dashed himself on the 

VOL. II. F 
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ground again with convulsive struggles. 
But with every moment the Anaconda's 
teeth imprinted on his flesh new wounds ; 
with every moment she drew her folds 
tighter and tighter; till after struggling 
for a ftdl quarter of an hour, I at length 
saw the poor animal stretched out at full 
length and breathless, totally deprived of 
motion and of life. 

Now then I expected to see the Anaconda 
gratify the hunger, by wliich she had so 
long been tormented : but I was ignorant, 
that it is not the custom of this ani- 
mal to divide its prey, but to swallow 
it in one enormous morsel. The size of 
the murdered bull made this impossible 
without much preparation; and I now 
learned from the snake's proceedings the 
necessity which there was for her always 
remaining in the neighbourhood of some 
large tree. 

She again seized the bull with her teeth, 
and draped it to the foot of the stoutest 
Falm» Here she endeavoured to place it 
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upright, leaning against the trunk. Hav- 
ing effected this, she enveloped the tree and 
the carcase together in one great fold, 
and continued to draw this closer, till she 
had broken every individual bone in her 
victim's body into a thousand pieces, and 
had actually reduced it into a shapeless mass 
of flesh. She was still occupied ih this man- 
ner, when I hastened back to the mansion- 
house to rejoice Louisa and Zadi with *the 
assurance of my success. 

The roaring of the bull had already pre- 
pared the latter for my tidings. He limped 
to meet me at the door in spite of his bo- 
dily agonies, and overpowered me with 
thanks and benedictions. He also informed 
me^ that the expected succours from Co* 
lumbo were at length arrived, and that z 
jphysidan had accompanied them. I imme- 
diately requested to see the latter, and com- 
missioned him to impart the good news of 
Seafield^s approaching deliverance to Louisa 
with such precautions, as might prevent her 
enfeebled constitution from suffering through 
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excess of joy. I also recommended Zadi to 
his care, and then hastened back to com- 
plete niy .work ; Zadi having assured me, 
that it'-wasabsolutely necessary to watch for 
the moment, when -the Anaconda should 
have swallowed her prey, and be enervated 
and overcome by the torpor of indigestion. 

— " You will be in no want of assistants,^' 
be added ; ** my fellow-servants are all ready 
to accompany you, not only because 1 have 
succeeded in convincing them, that all danger 
is now at an end, but because among the 
natives of Ceyton the flesh of the Ana- 
conda is looked upon as most delicious 
food"-.- 

In £sLCt, on entering the court-yard I found 
the -whole body of domestics, women and 
children as well as men, prepared for the 
attack with dubs, hatchets, and every sort 
.of weapon, which had offered itself to thdr 
iiands. The party from Columbo were wett 
provided with ammunition; and we now 
all set joyfully forwards for the hill, though 
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on approaching it, we judged it as weU still 
to use sonnie little precaution. 

I advanced beyond the rest. The Anaconda, 
had by this time entirely covered the car- 
case with her slime, and was in the very 
act of gorging this monstrous morsel. This 
task was not accomplished without violent 
efforts : a full hour elapsed, before she had 
quite finished her dreadful meal ; at length 
the carcase was entirely swallowed, and she 
stretched herself out at full length in the 
grass, with her stomach distended to the 
most astonishing dimensions. Every trace 
of her former liveliness and activity had dis- 
appeared! Het immoderate appetite had now 
yielded her up impotent and defenceless, a 
prey even to the least formidable foe. 

I hasten to conclude this long and painful 
tragedy. I discharged my musquet at the 
monster at a moderate distance. This time 
the ball struck her close by her eye. She 
felt herself wounded : her body swelled 
with spite and venom, and every stripe of 
her variegated skin shone with more bril* 

F 3 



J 



102 THE ANACONDA. 

liant and vivid colours. But as to reveng- 
ing herself upon her assailant^ of that she 
was now totally incapable. She made one 
vain attempt to regain her old retreat 
among the boughs of the palm-trees, but 
sank down again upon the grass motionless 
and helpless. The report of my musquet 
was the signal agreed upon to give notice 
to the expectant crowd, that they npght ap- 
proach without danger. Every one now 
rushed towards the snake with loud shouting 
and clamours of joy. We all at once attacked 
her, and she soon expired under a thousand 
blows : but I did not wait to witness this ca* 
tastrophe. A dearer interest occupied my 
mind: I hastened with all speed to the pavii- 
lion, and knocked loudly at the door^ which 
was fastened within. 

— r»" Seafield ! my friend !" I exclaimed; 
" 'Tis I ! 'tis Everard ! — Open ! open ! I 
bring you life and liberty ."-r- 

A minute past. . • . another. ^ • . and still I 
listened in vain for an answer — Had fatigutf 
overpowered him ? Was he asleep, that he 
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answered not ?— I knocked again ; I spoke a 
second time, and louder — ^I listened so atten- 
tively,that I could have distinguished the hum- 
ming of a gnat within the pavillion-— Heaven 
and earth !-^was it possible, that after all 
I had come too late ? — the thought was dis- 
traction! — I snatched an axe from one of 
the slaves, and after a few blows the pavil- 
lion door flew open. 

I rushed into the room, and looked ea- 
gerly rdtmd for my friend— I fDund him. ... 
Oh ! Heaven !— -his eyes were closed. . . • 1 
his cheeks pale. . . . every feature of his no- 
ble countenance so changed, that he was 
«carcely to be recognized ! He lay extended 
in his arm-chair, and the noise of our* 
entrance seemed to rouze him from a long 
stupor. He saw me; a faint smile played 
, round his wan lips, while he attempted to 
stretch out his hand to me, but it sank 
down again from weakness : I threw my 
arms round him, and prest him to my heart 
in an agony ot joy. 

— ** You are safe !*'' I endeavoured to say j 

F 4t 
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but the attempt to repress my gushing tears 
choaked my voice, and the sounds were un- 
intelligible. 

— " Yes I'' said he with difficuky, " this 
is being a friend indeed! — But tell meir 
Louisa, . . . ?" — 

— " Slie lives, and expects you,*' I replied ; 
" come, come ! my friend ; rouze yourself ! 
Make an effort, and shake off this lethargy I 
Look upon your danger as no more than a 
frightful dream, and awake to the real happi- 
ness, which awaits you !'* — 

— " It waits not for me L ' he answered 
faintly: '^ I have received my death-war- 
rant in this chamber. My minutes are 
counted ! — Louisa • . • . Oh ! bear me to 
Louisa!" — 

The chamber was hot and close even 
to suffocation. We removed him with all 
speed into the open air, four of the slaves 
bearing him as he sat in his arm-chair ; but 
as we conveyed him down the hill, we 
took care to turn his face away from the 
spot, where lay the breathless but still hor* 
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rible Anaconda. — The ptirer atmosphere 
seemed immediately to produce a beneficial 
effect upon the sufferer; and his strength 
was still further recruited by a few drops of 
a cordial, with which I had taken care to 
provide myself, and which I administered 
with the utmost caution. 

On our arrival at the mansion-house we 
found, that Zadi's attention had already 
provided every thing, which his master 
could possibly need. His bed was prepared j 
every kind of refreshment was in readiness, 
and the physician was waiting to afford his^ 
much-required assistance. But we soon 
found, that the most effectual medicine for 
Seafield would be the sight of Louisa; and 
. as the physician was of opinion, that the 
lady was more likely to suffer from anx- 
iety to see her husband, than from the agi- 
tation of the interview, my friend was in- 
dulged in his wish, and we supported him 
to the chamber, where his wife so anxiously 
was expecting his approach. 

I will not attempt to describe thi? inter* 

F 5 
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vieW) nor that which afterwards took place 
betpween Seafield and the faithful Zadi;: 
the feeling heart of itself will fill up this 
chasm — yet I cannot omit mentioning, 
that it was not till I had explained to 
my friend the whole extent of his oWiga- 
tions to that faithful Indian, and till the re- 
peated orders of his master compelled him 
to appear before him, that Zsidv indulged 
his ardent vnsh to throw himself at the feet 
of his beloved Lord.-~And why then did he 
deprive himself so long of a pleasure, which 
he desired so earnestly? — ^The noble fellow 
was unwilling to afflict his master by show- 
ing him, how much and how severely he 
had suffered for his sake! I cannot tell 
you, how much both the re-unitcd couple 
and myself were affected by this uncommon 
mark of delicacy and consideration. 

Oh! how happily and how swiftly fled 
away the first days, which succeeded the 
deliverance of my friend: alas! those first 
days were the only ones destined to pass 
happily. It was soon but top evident, that 
1 



Seafield*i3 sufferings in that fatal payillion 
had injured his constitution irreparably^ 
"With every succeeding day his strength vi- 
sibly decreased, and the blighted flower 
bowed itself still nearer to the ground. His 
malady defied the power of medicine j hie 
seemed to perish away before our eyes ; and 
the physldan was at length compelled to ac-^ 
knowledge, that all the powers of art were 
insufficient to sustain any longer Seafield's. 
exhausted frame. Not the unsatisfied de- 
jnands of nature ; not the hunger which 
gnawed his entrails, nor the burning thirst 
which dried up his palate j not the agonies, 
^f his mind, and his painful wrestling 
against despair — none of these had affected 
him so fatally— »No j it was the pestiferous 
breath exhaling from the jaws of the Ana- 
conda, which had penetrated into. Seafield's 
close and sultry prison ; and whose force 
concentrated and increased by confinement,^ 
had fallen upon his constitution like a 
baleful mildew, and planted the seeds of 
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dissolution in the very marrow of his 
life. 

What Louisa and myself endured, white 
watching his slow but constantly progressive 
journey to the tomb, no words can utter. He 
gave Zadi and hi* three sons their freedom, 
and made over to him a small estate near Co- 
lumbo, fully sufficient to secure the com- 
fort of th§ good old man for the remainder 
of his existence. During the last days of 
his illness he frequently reminded me of 
the letter, which he had written in the 
pavillion, and of which Zadi liad obtained 
possession at such extreme risque — 'Vhis 
paper he frequently charged me to consider 
as his dying testament ;. he as frequently re- 
peated the same thing to his wife^. while she 
wept by his bed-side — His last w©rds were 
like his letter, " forsake not my poor Loo- 
isa r*— His last action was to place her hand 
in mine— he sank back a corpse on his pil- 
low, and Louisa fell lifeless, at my feet. 

Yet she saw him once more ; she insisted 
on pressing her lipa once again to his. t 
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trembled for the convulsive agonies^ wbiclv 
her delicate frame would undergo during 
this last and most painful scene : yet was I 
still more alarmed, when I witnessed the 
composure of her affliction. She held liie 
hand in hers y she spoke not one word ; 
she heaved not one sigh ; not a single tear 
escaped from her burning eyes. She stood 
long motionless by his bed-side; she bent 
down, and prest her colourless lips upon his- 
closed lids; and then slowly and silentljr 
she withdrew to her widowed chamber. 

I chose for Seafield's sepulchre the place, 
which he had always loved best, and where 
he had suffered the most: his tomb was 
raised in the fatal pavillion. ZadI and my- 
self laid our friend in the earth : we should 
have thought his coffin profaned, had we 
suffered any other hands to touch it.. Sea^ 
field and his sufferings slept in the grave : 
his less fortunate friends still lived to lament 
him. 

My benefactor had left his property joint, 
ly to Louisa and myself ; and his wishes re- 
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specting us had been exprest too clearry to 
be misunderstood. Louisa was among the 
loveliest of her sex; but I should have 
counted it profanation, had my heart suf- 
fered itself to harbour one thought of her 
less pure, than is oflFered at the shrine of 
some enfranchized sjunt. I loved not Lou- 
isa; no, I adored her. Alas! it was not 
long, before she became a saint indeed. 

She complained not, but she sorrowed r 
she suflfered, but it was in silence. In vain 
did she forbid her lips to confess the pro- 
gress, which grief made in her constitution ; 
her emaciated form sufficiently betrayed it.. 
A few melancholy weeks had elapsed since 
the death of my friend, when one morning 
her terrified women informed me, that she 
was not in her apartment, nor apparently 
had been in bed all night — My heart in- 
structed me well, where to seek the unfor- 
tunate. I flew to the pavillion; she was 
stretched on the marble stone, which co- 
vered her husband. In the agony of grief 
she had burst a blood-vessel^ and ber limba 
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were already cold — her countenance wa$ 
calm, and a faint sn>ile seemed to play 
round her lips: it was the only smile, 
which I had seen there since Seafield's death. 
—She was deposited in the same grave 
with her husband ; for myself, I was unable 
to sustain the weight of grief imposed 
upon me by this second calamity, and a 
long and dangerous illness was the conse- 
quence of my mental sufferings. 

The skill of my physician saved my life ; 
and . no sooner was I able to quit the house, 
than I resolved to withdraw from a land^ 
rendered hateful to me by such bitter re- 
collections — ^In consequence of Louisa's de- 
cease, the whole of Seafield's property by 
his will devolved to me — I endeavoured to 
prevail on Zadi to accept some part of it, 
but he declared, that his master's liberality 
had gone beyond his utmost wishes. 

— ** Yet one request," said he, " I will 
venture to make. My two eldest sons are 
grown up and able to take care of them- 
sdves : but the third is youDg, and I feel> 
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that my death can be at no great distance. 
His brothers may treat him ill, or at least 
may neglect him ; but condescend to take 
him into your care, let him be your ser- 
vant, and I shall not have a wish in this 
world left unaccomplished. Under the pro- 
tection of an honest man, my boy cannot 
fall to become an honest man himself." — 

Mirza (for that was the lad's name, the 
same who is 4iow with me) was in the 
room, and joined his entreaties to his fa- 
ther's with such earnestness, that I could 
not refuse their request. I soon after left 
Ceylon, followed by Zadi's blessings; the 
good old man is still alive, and by a third 
hand I hear from him frequently ; but the 
letters, which he dictates, embrace but two. 
topics, anxiety for the welfere of his son, 
and regret for the loss of his beloved mas- 
ter. 

— " You are now informed,** continued 
Everard, after a moment's pause, addressing 
himself to the whole society, " you are now 
informed, by what means I acquired mf 



THE AKACONDA. IVS 

fortuncr It was the gift of gratitude t hM, 
never can I recollect the dreadful sendee 
which I rendered' Seafield (and alas ! whiek 
I rendered him in. vain!) without feeling 
my frame* convulsed with horror, and my 
mind tO]:tured by the most painful recollec- 
tions — ^It is this> which has ever made me 
unwilling to discourse on the means, by 
winch I became possest of my wealth. Yet 
I cannot but think it somewhat hard, that 
mere silence should be construed into posi- 
tive guilt ; and that I should be treated as if 
convicted of the most atrocious crimes, be- 
cause I have not thought it necessary to 
make public my private life, and to rend 
open anew the wounds of my heart for the 
gratification of idle and impertinent curio- 
sity/'— 

Everard was silent: so were all around 
him. Confusion blushed on every cheek, 
except on Jessy's, whose tender heart had 
been deeply affected by the mournful story,, 
and whose mild blue eyes still floated ia 
tears, though every now and then a smile 
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beamed through them in approbation of her 
lover's conduct — Her father at length mus- 
tered up his courage, and broke through 
this embarrassing silence. 

— " My dear good Everard,^' said he, 
*' I know not how to excuse my friends 
here for telling me so many slanders of you, 
nor myself for having been credulous 
enough to believe them — ^In truth, there 
is but one person in the room, whose Kps 
are worthy to convey to you our apology : 
there then, let them make it," — and with 
these words he placed the blushing Jessy in 
Everard's arms. 

And Jessy's lips wisely exprest the apo- 
logy in a kiss ; and Everard acknowledged, 
while he prest her to his bosom as his 
bride, that t^ie apology was not only suf- 
ficient, but a reward in full for the suf- 
ferings, which he had experienced through 
the vicissitudes of his whole past life 1 
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THE DYING BRIDE; 



A BALLAD. 



'" If Death 
Consort with thee, Death is to me as Life !*' 

Maton. 
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THE DYING BRIDE. 



— *' Speedy speedj mycourger!" — Albert said. 

And swiftly onward hied : 
He went to see his lovely maid^ 

And claim her for his bride. 

Now to the castle-gate he came^ 

Now entered he the hall ; 
And there he saw an antient dame^ 

Who many a tear 4et iail. 



Good mom, • good evening* Dame/' he said. 
The matron when he spied ; 
•^ Where shall I find my lovely maid } 
Why tarries my iweei bride ?"«— 
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•^'' Oh ! she is on her death -bed ]aid/* 
That ancient Dame replied ; 

" Go love^ Sir Knight, sokue other maiJ^ 
And chuse some other bride. 

*' Oh ! she is sick at hearty at heart ! 

Is sick« and like to die ! 
And in the gloom of yonder room 

Expiring doth she lie !"— 

The warrior went with steps of woe. 
Nor dared a word to speak. 

While of% a silent tear would flow 
Adown his sun-burnt cheek : • 

Yet stroTe he, when he reached her door. 
His tears concealed to keep. 

For well he knew, his lady sore 
Would grie?e to see him weep. 

He entered, and he softly said, 

' (And while he said, he sighed,) 
•*>'' Are you not better, gentle maid ? 
Not better, mv sweet bride ?"— 

— " Oh ! never shall I better be ! 

No more your bride am I : 
An hour, and you my grave shall see 

A momenti and I die I 
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*' This heart so fond must beat do more^ 

These eyes no more must shine ; 
Nor long wilt thou her loss deplore, 
'Whose love so long was thine. 

*' By this door will they bear me out ; 

By that .will guests come in ; 
And soon forgetting me^ no doubt 

A second bride you'll win. 

*' The self-same bells, which mourn my doom, 

Shall hail your marriage-morn ; 
The self -same flowers, which deck my U>mh, 

Your bride-maids shall adorn : 

" And on your couch of damask laid. 

Close by your new love's side. 
No more you'll think on mc, poor maid ! 

YouMl kiss vour second bride !"— 

She said ; his hand she fondly wrung. 
While painful came her breath ; 
-•—'*' Adieu!" still faltered on her tongue, ^ 
But sank, unsaid, in death. 

The trembling Knight, her lips he prtst; 

•Cold were those lips so sweet! 
The trembling Knight, he touched her breast ; 

Ilor heart had ceased to beat ! 



i 



*.- 



120 THE DYING BRII>K. 

'-*" And did he see that fair cheek fade. 

Which roses lately dyed. 
And did he love another maid 

And chuse 'another bride r"— 

No, Lady» no! Death's gathering mi <9t 
Obscured his failing eyes ; 

The beauty's lips once more he kis-sed. 
Then sank, no more to rke : 

•Close to her cheek his cheek he laid. 
And murmured, as he died, 

-•— " See, love ! I loved no other maid. 
And chose no other bride 1" 
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AN ARABIAN TALE. 



PART I. 



•«-^^ On a banni les Demons ct les Fees ; 
Sous la raison Ics Graces etoufiees 
LWrent nos coeurs a I'insipidite I 
Lc Raisonner tristement s'acredite ; 
On court, h^las ! apr^s la yerite 






Ah ! crojez moi, Terrcur asonmeritc."— 

Voltaire. m 
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THE FOUR FACARDINS. 



PART I. 



— -" Oh ! wonderful, wonderful, and again most 
wonderful wonderful, and yet again wonderful, and 
after that out of -all whooping." — 

As you like if. 



At the Court of Schahriar^ (that Monarch, 
whose method of preserving his honour by 
cutting his wife's head off, has rendered him 
so justly celebrated throughout the world,) 
was educated the heir of the small principali- 
ty of Trebizonde* At an early age he de- 
parted in search of adventures ; and having 
consumed two years in this pursuit, he un- 
expectedly returned to the capital of India. 
Hearing of his arrival, the Sultan was de- 

Q 2 
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sirous to know the history of his travels. 
In conseqi^ence, one evening the Prince was 
ordered to attend the Monarch, whom he 
found already in his bed-chamber ; the fair 
and wise Scherazade reposed by his side, 
and her sister Dinarzade occupied as usual 
a snug little camp-bed in the corner. This 
latter was not the person least anxious to 
hear the Prince's history; she had perceived, 
that he was young and handsome, and had 
even been kind enough to let him know, 
that she thought him so. To her great 
surprize he had taken no notice of her hints, 
and, anxious to know the reason of his back- 
wardness, she waited for his narrative with 
impatience. At the Sultan's request he be- 
gan it in the following words. 
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Hisfori/ of the PRINCE of 
TREBIZONDE. 

— ^It is not to the ears of your most 
august and sublime Majesty, that fictitioul 
tales should be related. For my own part, 
valuing myself upon ihe most scrupulous 
veracity, I shall follow your beautiful Sul- 
tana's example, and inform you of adven* 
tures no less true, than they would appear 
febulous from any other lips than mine. ' 

I shall only mention my birth so far as 
relates to my mother's strange superstition, 
that the happiness or misfortunes of my 
life would depend upon my name. Accor» 
dingly, not finding one to her taste among 
those adopted by my ancestors, she was on 
the point of consulting the oracle of Bactria, 
when her favourite parrot, for whom she 
had a great regard, took it ibto its head ta 
repeat " Facardin," several times. This was 
enough to fix her irresolution, and she de- 
termined to honour me with thisi iUustrioua 
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appellation. I proceed to that period of my 
life, which is remarkable for the adventures 
about to have the happiness of being related 
to your majesty. 

I quitted your court some days before the 
revolution, which took place on account of 
your first Sultana. When the news reached 
me, I had still two days' journey to perform, 
before I could reach mv own dominions ; and 
I must take the liberty to say, that I then dis- 
approved your leaving court no less, than I 
have disapproved your conduct since your 
return. In my opinion you had better not 
have married again at all, than have secured 
your wife's fidelity by not giving her time 
to be unfaithful ; that is to say, by behead- 
ing her on the morning after her nuptials. 

I stayed at Trebizonde no longer, than 
was necessary to restrain my vassals within 
the limits of their obedience ; for they were 
on the point of rebelling against your edict, 
by which it was supposed, that all otiier 
Sovereigns would regulate their conduct. 
I assured my subjects, that I had not the 
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least design to introduce the fashion at 
Trebrzonde. Then having purchased the 
list of tournaments for the present year, a$^ 
also a description of the most dangerous 
adventures to be met with throughout the 
universe, I set out with the design of ren^ 
dering my singular name as celebrated, as^ 
It appears uncomitnon. Without vanity I 
may venture to say, that I have not quite 
failed in the attempt. 

My preparations were quite different from 
those made by adventurers in general : in- 
stead of a squire to carry my armour and 
relate my exploits, I took withme a secretary 
to write them down ; and never had poor 
secretary so much to do ! ^ 

-Fortune favoured me, wherever I went* 
No beauty could resist the graces of my 
person, and- no hero the valour of my arm. 
However, I soon grew tired of being always 
beloved without ever loving ; and if luckily 
I had not found every day some monster 
to kiU or enchantment to destroy, I know 
BOt, what I must have done for amuse- 
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ment. My secretary, who was naturally a 
man of sense, and who was much improved 
by living in my so€iety, endeavoured to 
comfort me by demonstrating, that there 
were misfortunes in life, even greater than 
those, of which I complained. 

— " Heaven grant,'* said he, " that the 
h^py Facardin never may know them, and 
that fortune may guide his steps, far from 
the fertile plains and dangerous dixtiates 
of Astracan !'* — 

It was mid-day, and we found ourselves 
in the midst of a thick and pleasant forest. 
I was on the point of selecting some shady 
tree, beneath whose boughs I could seat 
myself to hear at my ease my secretary's 
account of this same Astracan, when we per- 
ceived two strangers advancing towards u^ 
mounted on camels. The first attracted my 
attention, as well by his appearance as by 
the action which he performed, as '.soofl as 
he came near us. His figure was the piost 
noble and elegant that I ever had beheld ; 
and his features were so beautiful, that 
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although accustomed to see me every day^ 
my secretary could not forbear expressing 
his surprize and admiration. We had full 
time to examine him ; for, stopping hiscam;^ 
opposite to us whom he did not observe, he 
took his helmet from the hands of hb atten- 
dant ; but instead of putting it on, as I ex« 
pected, he sighed several times, and fixed 
his eyes tenderly upon a bird sparkling with 
gold and diamonds, which I took for aa 
eagle, and whose extended wings over- 
shadowed the helmet* After contemplating 
this image for some time, he kissed it respect-* 
fully; then returning the casque to his 
Squire, he passed on, still plunged in the 
same profound reverie, which had prevented 
his observing us. 

It was then, that I reflected upon the worda 
of my secretary ; I could not but own, that 
a man really in love must be extremely dis- 
composed at finding in his way such a rival 
as this stranger* I could not resist my 
curiosity to know his name ; and my secreta- 
ry having stopt the Squire to ask the question^ 

G 5 
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returned in dismay to inform me, that he 
was called Facardin ! 

— ^^ Just Heavens !'* cried I in astonish- 
ment ; " Facardin ?'* — 

At this exclamation, the handsome knight 
thinking that I had cajled him, turned his 
camePs head, and inquired my business. 

- — ^**I would only ask,**S2ddI, "whether 
is it possible, that your name should be 
Facardin ?"— 

— " It is but too true,** he replied ; " would 
t;o Heaven, that it were not, since I attribute 
to a secret fatality attached to^ this villainous 
name the greatest part of my misfortunes." — 

— " May I inquire,*' demanded I, " what 
those niisfortunes are ?" — ■ 

*' You shall know," answered he very 
politely : " I should be the most constant mai^ 
upon earth, if I were^not as unfortunate in 
lx)ve, as for some time' past my heart has 
been susceptible. StilV L cannot complaia 
that my mistresses, have deceived mej for 
none has ever pretended ta- love- me. 
It is true, the most adorstl^le of. m^aU^ 
0, ■ K - 
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the only woman who ever beheld me 
without aversion, seemed for a moment to* 
return my passion ; but alas ! she only 
proved her regard by putting, me to a trial, 
"whose remembrance makes^ my blood run. 
coldi. But to return to what I was saying,. 
it i& impossible, that although I want all other 
recommendations, my assiduity, attention^, 
and complaisance should be unsuccessful 
everywhere^ if this ridiculous name: did not. 
bring me bad luck !**— 

— " Howy" said. Ij " can at man like you 
liave offered, his' heart in vain^ and. can a 
person of so much sense* as you seem to* 
possess, imagine, that younname is the cause 
of your rejection ?" — 
' — " It is^the plain itruth,**' continued he ;. 
."to convince yoU'pfit, I need only relate 
my adventures;, but doubtless you must 
have more weighty empIbyiDentj than, 
listening to the histopy of. my dLsappioint- 
ments/' — 

I assured him, that just then I had no- - 
thing better to do ; and to give, him some 
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little hope, that his fortune would change, 
I addressed him as follows : 

— ^y Be asi^ured," said I, " noble stranger, 
that a name is only lucky or unlucky, accor- 
ding to the fortunes of the person who bears 
it. I know not from what country you 
come} but to judge by the wonders which you 
relate of their rigour and cruelty, the fair-ones 
who inhabit it can be no other than wild 
cats. 1 am called Facardin as well as your- 
self ; but to show you how little the name 
signifies, know, though I have met with a 
hundred beauties in my travels, (some of 
whom were of the first distinction,) none of 
them ever cost me more than a single sigh. 
Myjsecretary shall give you, the list of them, 
with their address : pay them a visit, and 
when we meet again, you will tell a very 
different story.**-*— 

— « Alas !" replied the unknown^ " though 

you- found them lambs, to me they will 

prove tigresses ! in every woman whom I 

address, never have I failed to excite disgust, 

* the Matron of Mowxt Atlaa excepted, 

1 
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who must have excited disgust herself 
in hearts the least dainty and most sus- 
ceptible. Listen to me for a few minutes, 
and you will be convinced of the truth of 
this assertion." — 

We now quitted our camels, and while 
»our attendants gathered dates and pome- 
granates for our refreshment, we chose in 
the thickest part of the forest a convenient 
. place to repose : the stranger then addressed 
me as follows. 
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Mount Atlas. 

I have vowed never to discover myself, 
80 long as my heart shall remain thus ri- 
diculously susceptible of first impressions, 
and my person thus universally scorned, even 
by those very damsels, who to all others are 
very far from being cruel. You must ex- 
cuse therefore the concealment of my birth ; 
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neither will I mention the kingdom, which 
I quitted with the design of signalizing my^ 
self by some remarkable action. Sui&ce it ta 
say, that my first object was probably the 
same, which has brought yourself and so many 
other adventurers into the field : I mean, 
the conquest of Moussellina the Serious, 
Heiress of Astracan. But although (4s you 
already must know either by experience or 
by report) she is the mostperfect of mortals, 
I undertook this adventure, less from cu- 
riosity to behold, or wish to possess her,, 
than from ambition to perform a. task sO' 
difficult, I may say indeed, so impossible.. 
Glory was then my heart's only passion :. on 
the subject of love I felt the most, absolute 
indifference. 

As yet I have niet with no more than two 
adventures, which can merit your attentioa : . 
the first happened in the Isle of Lions^ and 
gave rise to the second, which: took place 
upon Mount Atlas : the circumstances .were, 
as follows. 
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At two days' journey from, that famous 
mountain, on whose summit, if poets tell 
the truth, Heaven and the zodiac recline, a 
vast forest extends itself to the very brink of 
the sea. This forest is filled with animals of 
every kind, those of prey alone excepted ; 
and we met them in such multitudes, that it 
was frequently by no means easy to force a 
passage through them. The inhabitants of 
a small town, which is situated on its con- 
fines, afterwards informed us, that all the 
Kons of the surrounding deserts used former- 
ly to quit them for the sake of hunting 
in this forest, and that having eat up the 
stags, goats, and hares, they proceeded to eat 
up the men, women, and children. In this 
distress the people had recourse to the en* 
chanter Caramoussal, who resides on tho 
mountain's summit ; by whose spells the 
whole lion-nation was banished to a small 
island, which I easily saw from that part of 
the shore where the sea bathed the foot • of 
Mount Atlas. Unhickily, in consequence of 
this emigration, .the stags > and hares had 
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multiplied so prodigiously, that the distress 
was nearly as great as during the reign of 
the lions ; the enormous herds, which I had 
observed in my way through the forest, 
spreading their ravages to all quarters, and 
devouring the whole produce of the country. 
To remedy this complaint, a hunting-match 
was made every year into the neighbouring 
isle, not with the intention of disturbing or 
hurting the lions, but of taking a dozen, and 
turning them loose in the forest. I was 
also informed that this hunting-match was 
to take place in two days, and that if I chose 
it, 1 might be present at it. 
. By any other than a knight-errant, a lion- 
hunt might not have been thought a party 
of pleasure ; but I accepted the offer with 
great joy. 

The rendezvous of the hunters was on 
the shore opposite to the Isle of Lions: 
the isle seemed to be tolerably extensive, 
of a wild, aspect, and much wooded. The 
preparations for this chace surprized me not a 
Uttle. I expected to find plenty of huntsmm 
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armed with darts, arrows, and dubs, besides 
dogs of all sorts and sizes. Instead of this, 
I only saw twenty men accompanied by the 
same number of girls, young and by no 
means ugly : each girl held a cock upon her 
wrist, and the- boats in which- we embarked^ 
were well supplied with strong nets. As we 
approached the isle, we could hear roaring 
and howls so loud and terrible, that my 
Squire, though naturally brave enough, was 
evidently by no means at his ease : yet not 
one of our nymphs was in the least dis* 
concerted. 

The shore was soon entirely covered by 
troops of these polite lions, who waited im-» 
patiently to receive us. I did not see the 
possibility of disembarking, in front of an 
enemy so tremendous : but three of our 
vessels touching the shore before the restj^ 
three stags were instantly turned out, 
.whom the lions pursuing, the entrance of the 
isle was left clear for us, As soon as we 
landed, we advanced into the depth of the 
.forest ; and here, while the men spread their 
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nets, the women covered the cocks with 
small hoods, similar to those which are put 
on falcons. Scarcely were the nets spread, 
when the lions returned to us at full speed i 
there were about two dozen of them, and 
all, as far as I could judge, were lions with 
good stomachs. But as we only wanted 
three or four at a time, one of the girls 
unhooded her cock, and pulled him twice or 
thrice by the tail. The spot, in which we 
stood, was so dark, that the bird imagined 
that day was breaking, and began to crow 
with all his might. The lions at this were 
so terrified, that they fled from us with all 
expedition, one excepted, who fell into our 
toils. He was immediately embarked with 
one of the huntsmen, and the ^rl whose cock 
had just crowed. Though the lion was 
sufficiently entangled in the net to prevent 
his doing any harm, it was thought right to 
put a kid into the same boat, to prevent his 
thinking the voyage tedious. 

This mode of hunting, which appeared 
to me not more novel than entertsuning, 
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, till every sportsman had embarked 
his lion, his lady, and her bird. I in- 
upon being the last, the person who 
ht up the rear running the greatest 
; and I sent off my Squire in the last 
(rhich left the island, the one, which 
)rought me, remaining for my own 

cig a stranger, the girl of the best 
je, and the cock with the shrillest 

were assigned to me for fear of 
nts. The damsel began to instruct me 
ting the best means of retreating; 
nraged to see the cocks carry off aU 
►nour of the expedition, I begged her 
p. hers silent, till I had measured my 
th against one of the lions, observing, 
I case several attacked me at once, she 

always have time enough to come 
assistance, and interrupt ^ combat so 
al. I saw by her looks that she did not 
half like the proposal ; but at the mo« 
that she prepared to reply, the lions 
ed to the attack, 
wing my sword, I advanced to meet 
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them : at their head was th€ most formidable 
monster, that I ever beheld^ liis mane 
bristled, and his eyes glared with rage. By 
accident too this lion was deaf as any post ; 
which I soon discovered, for my companion, 
(terrified at his enormous size,) made her 
cock crow without a moment^s delay, and 
its cry was so horribly discordant and so 
shrill, that it went through and through my 
head completely. All the lions, except that 
which I have just mentioned, were im. 
mediately seized with a sudden panic, and 
tumbled over each other in their hurry to 
escape. 

The girl and the cock squalled and crowed 
till they were hoarse, and the qoise which 
they made was even more disagreeable^ 
than the company of the lion. Without 
vanity the beginning of our engagement well 
deserved tlie observation of more calm wi 

• 

illustrious spectators. I soon drew blood 
from my antogonist in several places : but 
in return he gave me a scratch, which bq* 
ginning at the right ear descended like ^ 
scarf, tQ the extremity of xny left heol. I had 
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but little skill, neither indeed had my adver- 
sary J but then he was furnished with a tail, 
which annoyed me even more than his claws. 
As it grew late, I took my sword in both 
hands, meaning to end the contest at once, 
before the night arrived: the lion, who, 

• 

according to* all appearance, had the very 
same intention, rose immediately upon his 
hind legs, at the same time opening for my 
accommodation a mouth so enormous as to 
exceed aU measure, all rule, all probability ! 
In her terror at this sight, the girl let the 
cock slip from her hand; the lion left me to 
run after the cock, and I left the girl to run 
after the lion. I soon overtook him, but 
not time enough to save the unfortunate 
cock, whom he had already seized, and 
whom he swallowed before my eyes, as you 
would do a sugar-plumb. 

This affront added fresh fuel to my wrath. 
So much was I transported with rage, that 
without observing the attitude into which 
the lion had put himself, I struck off his 
right paw, with which he endeavoured to 
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make me understand that he was willing to 
capitulate. ITie ground was deluged by the 
blood, which gushed from the wound. I- 
still kept upon my guard, not doubting that 
the violence of his attacks would be re- 
doubled by the thirst of vengeance; but - 
vengeance was the last thing in his thoughts: 
on the contrary, supporting himself against , 
a tree, he cast on me a piteous glance, and 
sighed—" Ah ! Facardin !"— 

This appeal affected me, and I was on the 
point of approaching to assist him, when the 
cries of my companion summoned me to 
her succour. She was exerting all her 
strength to retain the boat, which had 
broken its cord during the battle ; . and as 
she knew this to be our only resource, she 
made every possible eflfort to prevent its 
escaping. Finding, as soon as I joined her, 
that instead of embarking I prepared to fasten 
the boat again to the shore, she was ready to 
go distracted. I told her, that I would 
sooner die than abandon in such a forlorn 
situation the unfortunate lion, who had 
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addressed me in a manner so affecting; 
; that I was going in search of him, in order 
; that I might transport him with me to the 
tx)!>tinent ; and that it was my firm resolution 
to ^ve him' all the assistance in my power. 
She exclaimed vehemently against a proposal, 
which appeared to her the height of ex- 
travagance, and besought me on her knees, 
not to expose her as well as myself for the 
sake of an old dead lion to the fury of all 
the living lions in the islands. She talked 

i in vain : I returned to the place, where I 
had left him ; but it was without success 
that I sought him both there and in the 
adjacent padj^ of the forest. 

in consequence I was obliged to regain the 
boat, heartily ashamed of not bringing back 
a lion, like the other hunters. But my 
companion's distress is not to be described. 
She told me, that the loss of. her cock had 

i dishonoured her and her whole £unily for 

. ever, and that she never could survive so 

I signal a disgrace. 
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I was Still endeavouring to alleviate hex 
despaur, which I thought not a little ifi« 
diculouSy when we reached the foot of Mount 
Atlas. 

It was almost dark. I had lost much 
blood, and suffered greatly from thirsL 
Having, in spite of his request to stayy had ^ 
the attention to send back my Squire, I ex- 
pected that he in return would have the 
attention to wait for me on the river's bank^ 
or else at the foot of the mountain ; but 
nobody appeared. My companion^ gtow- 
ing more desperate with every moment, 
resolved to attempt gaining the summit of 
Mount Atlas, and implore Qpjramous^'s 
assistance ; or in case the magidan refused 
his aid, to precipitate herself from such 
place, as might seem to her most convenient. 
To prevent the execution of the latter de- 
sign, I followed her as long as it was possi- 
ble ; but losing her in the obscurity, which 
prevented my observing the winding paths 
through which she passed, after much wan- 
dering about the difts, I was obliged to seat 
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myself in that part which seemed to me 
most level, and resolved upon passing the 
night in that situation. Scarcely had I taken 
my place, when I heard the distant and agree- 
able noise of a rivulet, which flowed among 
these solitary rocks. So tormenting was my 
thirst, that heedless of fatigue, or the dan- 
gerous precipices by which I was surrounded, 
I bent my steps towards the spot whence 
the sound proceeded. I was certain, that 
I approached it j still I should have found it 
difficult to reach, if, by dint of examining, I 
had not discovered just above me a faint 
ray of light. I took this for my guide. As 
I approa(^d, by degrees the light grew 
stronger,''%d I fancied, that I could distin- 
guish the noise of spinning-wheels. I was 
not mistaken. By the blaze of two large 
torches, placed on each side of the door of 
a wretched hut, I perceived two lean and 
withered arms, with hands suitable, which, 
passing through two holes in the door, 
managed a wheel, and spun with more 
grace, than their appearance promised. 

VOL. II. H 
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Having admired for some moments this 
discreet and mysterious mode of working, 
I pushed against the door without knocking. 
It opened without difficulty, and I beheld . 
the spinner, the rest of whose person was 
certainly worthy of the specimen, which I 
had already seen. Her face was like an old 
parchment pasted upon ^ death's head ; she 
was naked to the waist, and never was. 
corpse more dry or wasted than her miser- 
able body. I turned away my eyes, and 
demanded something to quench my thirst. 

— ** In this abode,*'* she replied, " you 
shall want nothing, if you will but have. 
patience, and can resist your inclinations and 
conquer your dislikes/* — ^' 

Thus saying, she embraced me, before I 
was aware of her intention. Then placing 
me by her, she perceived, that my doaths 
were bloody. She shuddered, alarmed at 
my situation, uf the danger of which I was 
myself ignorant. 

— " Your death would have been inevi- 
tjtble/' said she, ^* had the succour, which 
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I am going to give you, been delayed another 
hour.''— 

Thus saying, she began to undress me, 
and examining my wound from top to bot- 
tom, she pressed me in her odious arms 
most affectionately, every now and then 
kissing the place from whence she wiped the 
blood. The intolerable disgust, with which 
her endearments inspired me, did not escape 
her ; but in spite of these marks of aversion, 
:she continued to anoint my wound with 
an essence, whose odour perfumed the 
whole hovel. 

— " Senseless youth !'* said she ; " knew 
you the treasure which you reject, and 
whicli, .1 see, you will lose, how fervent 
would be your gratitude, how cfifferent your 
emotions !'* — 

I was so much recovered and refreshed 
by this first dressing, that I needed not a 
second to be in perfect health. I now only 
wished to quench my thirst, and .free myself 
from my disagreeable hostess. I therefore 
requested her to satisfy the first and most 

H 2 
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urgent of my necessities, since the succour, 
which she had just given me, would be 
unavailing, if she suffered me to die of 
drought. 

— " I must put you then to that trial,*' 
said she, " which I foresee, you will be unable 
to sustain. Follow me." — 

So decrepit was she, that she raised her- 
self with the utmost difficulty ; and her 
person gave me so much disgust, that I 
couldnot bring myself to afford her any sup- 
port. She was quite bent double, and in 
spite of the crutch on which she leaned, I 
thought, she never could drag herself out 
of the first apartment, the nqpst dirty 
and miserable one that I ever beheld. The 
next was rather better, and the third much 
larger, and tolerably furnished; but the 
last was the most magnificent room perhaps 
in the universe. It appeared to be rather 
the fabled habitation of some fairy, 
than the apartment of a mortal. No- 
thing was to be seen but glasses, admirable 
piaures, and furniture the most costly. 
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On one side stood an elegant toilette, dis- 
playing a variety of jewels ; on the other, 
a bed, covered with Chinese gold and 
oriental pearls in embroidery, seemed only 
to wait the Divinity's arrival, for whose 
use they were prepared : not far from the 
toilette I perceived an undress, fit for the 
wearing of an Empress of eighteen. 

It took us a considerable time to reach 
this chamber; for besides that the old 
lady moved very deliberately, she never 
suffered me to enter any apartment, before 
she had passed her hands through two holes 
in the door, and spun for a few moments, 
as I found her doing on my arrival. My 
thirst was much irritated by this delay ; still 
its violence was suspended for some instants, 
while I gazed on the objects contained in 
the latter chamber.. But my companion 
soon interrupted this examination. 

— " Come !'* said she, taking my hand; 
" let us to the fountain. What you be- 
hold here can only serve to excite flames in 
your bosom, and what you want is water to 

H 3 ' 
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cool those which burn there akeady* Fol- 
low xne, and you shall be satisfied.*^—- 

It was unnecessary for her to say this 
twice ; I followed her eagerly. The foun- 
tain was within a few yards of the magni- 
ficent chamber, and from thence had the 
sound proceeded, which first induced me to 
search for water. As soon as I beheld it, 
I rushed open-mouthed towards the largest 
sheet, which fell from the rock above ; but 
the provoking old woman detained me by 
the arm. 

— *' Hear me for the last time!" she 
cried ; " if resisting your inclination to 
querxh your thirst, you can resolve to pass 
a whole hour in my arms withouf tasting 
this water, I will reconduct you to the 
chamber through which I led you, and you 
shall be at liberty to pass the remainder of 
the night with me on that superb couch, 
whicli you have just beheld.** — 

Wishing to accompany this proposal with 
a tender glance, she turned upon me two 
little pig's eyes, which rather resembled a 
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dog*s just dead of the mange, than a human 
creature's ! As for me;, in the perfect in- 
difFerencc to beauty which I then felt, and 
in the violence of thirst so immoderate, I 
should have preferred three glasses of cold 
water to the three graces. I therefore 
shook off her hold rather rudely, ran to the 
fountain, and began to drink as eagerly, as 
if 1 feared seeing the stream fail, before my 
thirst was satisfied. 

ITie lady, to whbm I had not thought 
proper to sacrifice this pleasure, retired 
while I was drinking, and probably not in 
the best humour. That, however, was to 
xne a matter of absolute indifference. I now 
found myself perfectly easy and contented ; 
sleep came upon me, and I accepted its ad- 
vances without hesitation. 

It was broad day, when I awoke, and' 
much was I surprised to find myself in a 
spot, the most horrible that I had ever seen ! 
I gazed around me, striving in vain to com- 
prehend, how I had got into such a desert, 
or how I should get out of it. The stream, of 

h4. 



152 THE lOUR FACARDIN5. 

^vhich I had drank the night before, gushed 
from the summit of a rock seemingly de- 
tached from the rest of the mountain, and 
I found ilnyself stationed upon this summit. I 
could perceive the roofs of the hut and of the 
f.nchantcd palace, which had excited in me 
such admiration : but I was separated frotn 
them, by a precipice so tremendous, that I 
shuddered, whenever my eye dared to measure 
its depth ; and on every side I was surround- 
ed by beetling rocks, which, instead of of- 
f bring me a passage, seemed leaning forward 
for the express purpose of tumbling them- 
selves vpon me. Fully persuaded that I had 
rot been transported to this place through 
the air, I persisted in my perilous search 
after some out-let, and at length I succeeded 
in my inquiry. It was the. entrance of a 
cavern equally obscure and deep, which 
seemed rather the retreat of some wild 
beast, than a passage to scenes less tremen- 
dous. However, I resolved to examine it, 
and drawing my sword, I descended into 
this gloomy cave ; hopeless of finding any 
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Other issue, than that by which I had en- 
tered. Bilt after many difficulties, I felt, 
that the ground rose, and perceived a feeble 
glimmering of light which guided me to the 
spot, where day penetrated into this subter- 
raneous abyss. This second outlet was to- 
tally different from the first : it was a spa- 
cious grotto, ornamented with shells and 
marble statues: a bow of polished steel 
hui^g on one side ; on the other was a 
quiver, ornamented with gold and jewels, 
and filled with arrows ; and in the middle of 
the grotto a large cage of jet inlaid with 
ivory was suspended f -vj .n the roof. I was 
so eager to get out o£ the sa'apc in which I 
found myself, that without staying to re- 
flect on what I saw, I hastened out of the 
cave, and was near treading upon some- 
thing sparkling which lay a few paces from 
the door. It was a shoe, whose bucldc was 
formed of four diamonds, the most perfect 
and brilliant that I ever beheld : but the 
shoe itself was iso small, and so exquisitely 
shaped^ that I bestowed no thought upon the 

H 5. 
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immense worth of the buckle. Having read, 
, that Pallas, when she walks, makes the earth 
tremble and the forests shake, and that the im- 
mortal Juno takes but one stride from Mount 
Ida to the Isle of Samos, I was tolerably cer- 
tain, that I had not found the shoe of a god- 
dess ; but I determined to discover the mor- 
tal, if it were possible, whose foot could be 
worthy to wear so delicately formed a slip-^ 
per. 

I brought it away with me, though I did 
not expect to ret^n its possession long ; for I 
guest it to be the lady*s property, whose hunt- 
ing accoutrementF ^ had seen in the grotto, 
or else that it belonged to the other invi- 
sible nymph, for whom the toilette was pre- 
pared in the old woman's hovel. I was still 
hesitating, whether I should return there to 
seek her, or had better wait in the grotto, 
till some one should come thither to look 
for the shoe, when I wa; induced to aban- 
don both designs by hearing cries and la- 
mentations proceed from the rock above. I 
ascended it in haste ; for the voice seemed 
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to be a female's, and since my finding this slip- 
per, my heart was wonderfnUy softened in 
favour of a sex, for which till then I had 
felt the most perfect indifference. I soon 
discovered, that the mourner was no other 
than my nymph of the cock ! As soon as 
she saw me, she fell at my feet entreating 
me to plunge my. sword in her bosom. I 
was by no means disposed to grant her this 
favour, for she had already inspired me with 
a tender inclination. I raised her respect- 
fully, and having assured her, that I would 
hazard my life in the attempt to extricate 
her from her difBculties, I. was on the point 
of seating myself by her, in order to hear 
at my ease the cause of her affliction j when 
she gave me a look of surprize, eyed me 
from head to foot, as if she had never seen 
me before, and removed immediately to 
some distance. 

— ^^ Be good enough,** said she, "to sit a 
little farther off, for you seem to me so dis- 
agreeable, that I cannot suffer you to come 



so near mc.'*— ^ 
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I obeyed with all humility, and the im- 
pertinent creature, turning away her head, 
that she might not see me while she spoke, 
addrest me as follows : 

— ^^ Before I disclose the cause of my 
despair, which perhaps appears to you ridi* 
culous, you must know, that the cocks, 
which you have seen, are only entrusted to 
those damsels, who like myself are distin- 
guished either for rank or n^rit. Three 
grand hunting-matches are held every year, 
similar to that unlucky one, at' which you 
were present yesterday, and those young 
women-, who in four years bring home 
twelve lions arc united to the lovers, who 
attend on them during those four years. In 
the mean time they see* their admirers at all 
hours ^ but 'tis as much as their lives are 
worth, to grant the least favour, till the 
twelve lions are taken. Should a cock make 
his escape, 'tis a sign, that there has been 
some little impropriety in the conduct of 
his mistress j however, if the bird is found 
again, the crime is not capital -, but at- the 
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end of three days, if he is still absent, it is 
a convincing proof of a criminal intercourse, 
and the seceder from virtue is immediately 
buried alive. It is this, which causes my 
despair : my cock never can be found again, 
since I saw it with my own eyes devoured 
by that brute of a lion. Wretch that I am ! 
Why did he not devour me at the same 
time ? Why did I not perish without know- 
ing the most amiable of mankind ; or why 
did not all the men whom I have ever known 
appear to me as ugly and: disagreeable- as 
you do ?** — 

Insults so broad would have offended 
most people j but the worse that she treat- 
ed me, thfi more did I admire her, and I 
was stiB* endeavouring to express my grow- 
ing passion, when her lover made" his * ap- 
pearance. I immediatdy recognized him 
for one of our hunters, nor was my com- 
panion slow in showing his recollection of 
him— ^he instantly flew towards him with 
open arms, and professed herself happy, be^ 
fore she vras deprived for ever of the light 
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of day, once more to behold the beams of 
his bright eyes. Now this lover of hers 
was bandy Jegged, pug-nosed, and copper- 
coloured; and the bright eyes, which she 
raved about (like a Chinese pig's), never. had 
known what it was to be quite open. Hav- 
ing embraced her tenderly, he told her, 
that guessing her distress, he had prpvided 
a boat, which then waited at the foot of the 
mountain, and that he could easily carry her 
off, if I, who had reduced her to this ex- 
tremity, would for one hour protect them 
from the Matron's monster. 

— " And who is the Matron's monster?" 
said I. — 

— " You will know but too soon," he 
answered, " for he is looking for his lady's 
slipper, which I see in your hand." — 

This said, he clasped his mistress in his 
arms, and hastened with her towards the 
sea with all expedition. At first I felt a . 
little jealous, but no sooner were they out 
of sight, than I thought no more of them. 
Adventures had succeeded each other so ra-^ 
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pidly on this mountain, that scarcely could 
I persuade myself^ that I was not in a 
dream ; but more were yet behind, for it ^ 
ROW happened 

— " 'Tis you, who dream,** interrupted 
Dinarzade impatiently ; ^' you are desired 
to relate your own adventures, which in the 
present posture of affairs you should have 
told as condsely as possible ; and instead of 
this you weary us with another person*s, 
' accompanied with details so uninteresting, 
that it is a doubt, whether they are most te- 
dioufs or trifling." — 

— " And what does it signify," cried the 
Sultan, " whose adventures he relates, so 
that they amuse me, and last out the night ? 
What have I better to do, than to hear 
them ? Go on, Facardiri," htadded, " and 
heed not the remarks of these chatterboxes, 
who never are satisfied, but when they are 
talking themselves." — 

Dinarzade bit her lips with impatience. 
The fair Sultana, who had now passed a 
thousand nights in bed, with nothing bet- 
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ter to amuse her, than tales only fit tp set 
one a sleep, raised her eyes devoutly to 
heaven, and Facardin of Trebizonde pro- 
ceeded thus : 

— " If I remember right, I was interrupt- 
ed in that part of the stranger's history, 
where he informed me, that he fancied 
himself to have been dreaming, while re- 
volving the variety of events, to which so 
short a space of time had given rise. " I 
now endeavoured,'* he continued, " to re- 
gain the grotto ; but instead of taking the 
path by which I had ascended the rock, I 
followed one, "which, after a tedious journey, 
conducted me to the Matron's abode. The 
door was open ; the spinning-wheel was 
still there, but no hands were employed in 
turning it. Finding no longer so insuper- 
able an aversion for a female, whose first 
appearance had so much disgusted me, I 
resolved to enter, and review the wonders 
of the beautiful apartment. I held the 
slipper in my hand ; I ceased not for a mo- 
ment tp admire it, and I frequently prest it 



s 
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to my lips as fondly, as if it had been the 
portrait of a mistress most passionately be- 
loved. 

Just as I prepared to enter the hut, I 
was stopped by an enormous giant, armed 
with a huge dub, and covered with rough 
hair from head to foot. His manner of 
accosting me surprized me considerably, for 
his gestures were much less gentle, and his 
looks much more savage than the lion's, 
whom I had the honour of killing the day 
before. The first thing, which he did on 
seeing me, was to take his club in both 
hands, and gnash his teeth like a wild boar : 
the second was to thank Heaven for throw- 
ing the thief in his way, who had stolen his 
lady's slipper ; and he then proceeded to as- 
sure me, that he should already have dashed 
out the few brains which the gods had 
given me, if the Matron his mistress had not 
commanded him to reserve me for torments 
the most excruciating. From the sound of the 
voice which uttered it J I fancied, that some 
bull was please.d to make me this civil 
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speech ; after which the giant continuing 
his discourse, ordered me to surrender the 
slipper, and follow him without delay. 

-— ^^^ I should find it less trouble,'* said he, 
*^ to take it from you by force, than to ask 
you for it ; but my mistress has commanded 
me to make you restore it through fear of 
my prowess, and therefore down upon your 
knees this moment."— 

— " Are those, your mistress's ccrni- 
znands ?" said I ; '^ then pray» present my 
best respects to her, and tell her from me, 
that neither you nor all your feUoW-mon- 
sters put together shall make me surrender 
a shoe, whose beauty has charmed xne, and 
which I did not obtain by dishonourable 



mcans."- 



As I said this, I saw, that the wild dro- 
medary had already raised his dub to crush 
me, and I instansly drew my sword. His 
strength was prodigious ; but as he was not 
very expert, I easily avoided his blows,, the 
gentlest of which was sufficient *'0 shiver 
the rocks in pieces, and overturn the sur- 
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rounding trees. However, as I. contrived 
to draw blood from him every time that he 
missed me, I should probably have finished 
the combat unhurt, had it not been my fate 
to get scratched in this land of wonders. 
It seems, that the giant had a nail on the 
great toe of his right foot, which the £ry- 
manthian boar might have been proud of. 
This I did not discover for some time, but 
at length I had good reason to perceive it ; 
for as I stooped to escape a blow from his 
dub, which he pretended to aim at me, he 
found an opportunity of giving me a slash 
by no means inferior to that, which I had 
received from the lion the day before. This 
incensed me so highly, that with a furious 
blow I lopped ofi* the leg, to whose foot 
was attached the weapon, which had favour- 
ed me with so respectable a wound. His 
fall was like that of a tower's, and the earth 
trembled as he touched it. I threw myself 
upon him intending to strike his ugly head 
from his shoulders; but a voice, \vhich 
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proceeded from the hut, made me hold my 
hand. 

— " Valiant knight," cried the voice, 
" kill not my monster." — 

I obeyed, and quitting him, entered the 
hovel, intending to present the matron with 
the slipper which force could hot oblige me 
to surrender, and to explain, that I had not 
obtained it by discreditable means. I now* 
supposed, that it must belong to some 
daughter or niece of hers, for whom in all 
probability the chamber and clothes were 
prepared, which I had seen the night be- 
fore. 

But in vain did I traverse the various 
apaf tmcnts ; no one appeared ; and part of 
the garments, which I had seen near the 
toilette, had been taken away. Hoping to 
obtain from him some intelligence of his 
mistress, I returned to the place where I 
had left the giant ; but he also was gone, 
and had carried away his leg with him. 
Though I had lost a considerable quantity of 
bloody I did not find myself much weak-> 
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iy and was only sensible of hunger to a 
ree not less viotent, than had been the 
St, which tormented me the night b^- 
j. I resolved to look for something to 
ease the first, where I had so lately sue- 
led in appeasing the second ; but the 
el door closed at my approach, nor 
Id all my e%rts suffice to open it. fhe 
:to was now my only resource — ^I sought 
or some time without success, nor per- 
5 should I ever have found it, had I not 
1 conducted thither by the agreeable 
U of roast meat — With an appetite like 
le I could not have met with a guide 
re acceptable : I followed it with joy ; 
no sooner did I reach the grotto, 
a I was more than ever convinced, that 
ust certainly be dreaming. 
low beautiful was the form, which on 
entrance presented itself to my admira- 
I ! A nymph in a hunting-dress was re- 
ing on a magnificent sopha, and looked 
hat attitude, as if the queen of love had 
rowed Diana's garments to follow to the 
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cliacc some new Adonis. Part of her bosom 
was uncovered ; and that part was in my 
opinion worth all the treasures, which the 
caverns of the earth, the billows of the sea, 
or the women in the universe can possibly 
manage to conceal. Her petticoat was 
tucked up on one side, and fastened above 
her knee by a diamond buckle, similar to 
that whicli ornamented the beautiful slip- 
per ; and the leg, which by this means was 
displayed, was so exquisitely turned, as to 
make me certain, that it could not possibly 
be the property of a mortal. As soon as 
she saw me, she gazed on. me for a few 
moments with attention. 

— " Though the aversion with which 
your ridictilous deformity inspires me,'' said 
she, " and the esteem which I cannot deny 
to your valour, are now combating within 
my bosom, I am still willing to offer you the 
means of securing your own happiness, and 
at the same lime of contributing to mine. 
You have^found my slipper,** she continued, 
" and your presumption in touching it is 
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32qpiated in some degree by the intrepidity, 
with which you asserted your Llaim to it, 
Eiad you surrendered it to the giant, there 
would have been an end for ever of your 
bopes and mine, for in the man, who would 
possess me, courage is an indispensible qua- 
lification. But before I proceed, let me 
prove to yo%, that this shoe is really mine ; 
here is my foot ; approach, and put it on.'* 

I obeyed with mingled tenderness and res- 
pect, and while kneeling before her, my 
transports were so violent, that I scarcely 
knew what I was about. The shoe was 
put on with all imaginable ease ; after which 
she bade me take it ofif again and then in- 
quired, what had conducted me to the grot* 
to- I now for the first time recoUecte'd my 
necessities, and I told her, that I was dying 
of hunger, with a look as fond and lan- 
guishing, as if I had told her, that I was 
dying of love 

— " What !*' she exclaimed ; ** ever these 
gross and sensual desires ? Last night you 
visited tlie Matron, because you were dry, 
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and this^ morning your only reason for visit- 
ing me is because you are hungry ! But no 
matter ; I shall soon discover, whether you 
deserve the misfortune, which you have" 
drawn upon yourself by drinking, and whe- 
ther you will make yourself worthy of that 
glorious fate which will be yours, as soon 
as you shall have eaten sufficiently. As I am 
impatient to know, whether you really 
merit the advantages, which the stars ap- 
pear to promise you, take this bow with- 
out delay, and let me see, whether you can 
bend it." — 

I obeyed, persuaded that I should find 
this task as easy, as the putting on her slip- 
per : but it was not without considerable 
efforts, that I at length succeeded. No 
sooner was the deed performed, than the 
?.tring of the bow produced a sound so me- 
lodious, that it could only be equalled by 
that, which proceeded from the cage of Jet ; 
whose door opening at that moment, a 
large bird flew out with such swiftness, as 
to prevent my distinguishing its ^pedes. 
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Surprized at the adventure which I had just 
accomplished, the nympth surveyed me with 
attention, but aknost instantaneously turned 
away her head again, as if her eyes had 
been shocked by some disgusting object. 

-^^^ Take an arrow from yonder quiver,** 
said she ; " look upwards, and aim at what*- 
ever you see in the air.*' — 

I left the grotto, and thought I could 
distinguish a fly far above me. As nothing 
else was to be seen, I discharged my arrow 
at it, which was soon out of siglit : but 
just when I supposed it to be in the middle 
region of the air (so long was it ere it dei. 
scended), I saw it fall at my feet, loaded 
with the largest cock that I ever beheld. 

The nymph ran towards the bird, kissed it 
tjirice afiectionately, and drew out the ar- 
row ; on which the cock sprang into the air 
as 4f nothing had happened, and disappeared 
in a few moments. This exploit seemed to 
inspire the fair huntress with more respect 
for me, though not enough to abate her aver* 
sxon« 

vou II. 1 
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— " Yes," said she; " you must certainly be 
the person destined to release me ; yet if I owe 
my deliverance to you, how can I endure to 
pass my life with a man, whose appearance is 
no less disgusting and ridiculous, than his ac- 
tions are glorious and sublime ? Prince, be 
careful of my slipper ; seek through every 
region of the earth, nor present yourself again 
before me, till you have found a foot that 
can fit my shoe, a woman that can love 
you, or a cock that can fly as high as that 
which you have just seen. Having pre- 
sented me with one of these three wonders, 
you will only need to obtain the Matron's 
favours, to entitle you to mine: but with- 
out this last condition, and one or other of 
the first three, I shall always be unfortunate, 
and you never will be happy. However, 
before you set out in search of these adven- 
tures, I must put you to a preliminary 
trial. You remember, I suppose, t£at in 
spite of all entreaties to the contrary, you 
insisted last night upon drinking : to piuiish 
you for this obstinacy, I now inform you> 



THE FOUR. FACikRDINS« 171 

t 

that howe?ver great may bfc yCur disgust, 
you are expected to eat whatever may be 
set before you, without .being desired at 

I asked no better: L thought, that no- 
thing could be served up at the table of a 
person so elegant, that could possibly baulk 
ah appetite so voracious as mine : but when 
I examined what was placed before me, it 
was a wonder that I kept from fainting. 
You never could guess, valiant knight, what 
composed this diabolical ragout ; I am there- 
fore obliged to explain, that the dish con- 
tained the giant's leg, not forgetting the 
foot, and the large nail that adorned it ! 

The sight made my hair bristle with hor- 
hor J I turned sick, and was leaving the 
grotto, anxious to escape from so disgust- 
ing an object, when without speaking the 
nymph heaved a deep sigh, and gave me a 
look no less expressing pity, than resent- 
ment. That look was jsufficient to deter- 
mine my conduct: I dosed my eyes^ 
tore off a morsel, from the leg, and 

I 2 
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swallowed it. Having obeyed thus £u*, I 
agsdn prepared to retire, assuring my hos- 
tess, that I should feel no desire to eat for 
at least the next four days. She seemed 
much softened by my compliance, fixed her 
eyes upon me more steadily than before, 
and so much delighted me by the change 
which I perceived in their expression, that 
I got down a little bit more. On this she 
drew nearer, placed her hand familiarly up- 
on my shoulder, and told me, that al- 
though she would not ask it of me, it was 
necessary for me to pick the whole leg to 
the bones. 

— " I feel the charm's effect," said she ; 
** my heart tells me, that the first spell is on 
the point of being dissolved. Persevere, and 
you need not go far to find a woman, who 
loves you ; but if you leave this place, or if 
your meal is interrupted, before you can 
empty the dish, you will become, if pos- 
sible, more disagreeable to me, than you 
are at present.'*— 

These words touched my heart, and pro- 
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duced no slight effect upon my head : they 
animated my courage^ but alas ! they did 
not augment my appetite. However, though 
the leg was sufficient to feed ten famished 
persons, since such was the condition of my 
trial, I resolved to use every effort to fulfil 
it J and I determined either to swallow the 
whole, or to burst bravely before the eyes 
of my Divinity ! It was in the very midst 
of this magnanimous attempt, that my con- 
founded Squire, who probably had beenf 
seeking me for some time, mfade the rocks 
re-echo with the name of Facardin. Sud- 
denly the nymph changed colour ; she seem- 
ed irresolute for a few moments, and then 
finding that I was the object of pursuit, 
' she hastened into the subterraneous passage,* 
leaving me more confounded, more surprized^ 
and more afflicted, than I have power to ex- 
press. I had perceived, that her glances grew 
iDUder ; the wound given me by the giant 
closed, while I was employed in eating his leg ; 
and the presence of the most lovely crea- 
ture in the universe, who reclined a&ctidn* 
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ately upon my shoulder, had enabled me to 
support the horror of my trial. But no 
sooner did she leave me, than forgetting 
her injunctions I forsook my horrible re- 
past, and flew towards the passage, by 
which she had departed : the moment that 
I approached it, a strong and rushing wind 
not only opposed my entrance^ but raised 
me with violence from the ground, and 
blew me out of the grotto. As soon as I 
was on the outfside, the door (which had 
two holes in it similar to those in the door, 
which protected the Matron's cottage) closed 
of its own accord ; through these holes 
two arms, whiter than snow, and more 
beautiful than Cy therea's, immediately passed 
themselves ; an ebony spinning-wheel inlaid 
with gold placed itself spontaneously before 
them, and the spinning recommenced with 
more diligence than even I was now con- 
'vinced, that the Divinity whom I had just 
seen was the Matron's daughter, and that 
spinning was a favorite occupation in this 
enchanted family. I drew nearer, with the 
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intention of throwing myself on my knees 
'before the nymph, of whom I saw nothing 
but the arms, wd^ of conjuring her in pity 
to open the door; when my Squire, hav- 
ing at length discovered me, began to bawl 
out my name louder than ever. Immedi- 
ately the beautiful hands disappeared; the 
grotto-door opened with i^olence ; and the 
giant putting out his head, blew in my 
face with such force, that he rolled both my 
Squire and myself down to the place, where 
I had first distinguished the ray of light, 
which had guided me to the Matron's cot- 
tage. When I recovered from my fall, my 
Squire informed me, that it was high time 
to be gone, and he conjured me to descend 
with all expedition, while it was still in. my 
power to escape. 

— " What could put it in your head,** 
said he, " to climb this confounded liioun- 
tain, which is crammed full of sorcer- 
ers and enchantments, while all the inha- 
bitants of the neighbouring villages were in 
search of you ? I waited till midnight by 

14 
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the river side; and then supposing, that 
^hile I was looking for you there, you 
must have landed somewhere else, in hopes 
of finding ypu I hastened to the next vil^^ 
lage ; but here I was told rare news of you : 
it was reported, that you had either seduced 
or ravished the girl, who was left with you 
on the island ; that her cock was lost ;. that 
you had disembarked with her, and that 
both had concealed yourselves in the cavi* 
ties of the mountain to avoid the punish^ 
ment of your offence. In consequence all 
the inhabitants assembled this morning at, 
day-break ; a council was held ; the trpop) 
were ordered to march; and one par( of 
them undertaking to surround the moun? 
tain, and bar every avenue, the other 
ascended it, and dispersed themselves through 
all the various paths, ' by which it was 
possible for you to have passed. Now then, 
my dear master, I gave you up for lost. 
They had secured me, fearful lest I should 
apprize you of their designs; and they as- 
sured me ve^y seriously, that I should have 
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I honour to share your punishment. I 
s almost distracted to think, that, a man^ 
LO had always been so prudent and sO in* 
Ferent respecting this sort of firailty, ai 
a have been, should at length throw away 
i4ife thus foolishly for the sake of a vulgar 
ssy and her dunghill cock. In the midst 
these melancholy reflections, a loud shout, 
jceeding from that side of the mountain 
Itch was nearest the sea, augmented my 
itress; for it was immediately reported 
It you had been seized in the very act of 
rping with your new mistress. How 
eat was my joy, when I beheld the cap- 
^es. The companion of this unlucky girl 
IS one of the hunters, who it seems had 
en long attached to her. Their doom was 
onounced without delay : and though 
ey continued to assert their innocence, the 
ver was compelled to dig a pit, into which 
J put his mistress up to the neck, after 
nderly embracing her, and taking a most 
fectionate farewell The pit was thein 
led up again; but at the very moment 

i5 
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that nothing of the damsel was visible ex- 
cept her head, and which was also on the 
point of disappearing, a cock was heard to 
crow in the air above her. 

All raised their eyes ; the noise was heard 
again, but still nothing could be distin- 
guished. At length one of the principal 

f 

persons drew a telescope from his pockety 

and declared, that it was a gnat mimicking 

the crowing of a cock : on the othec hatid 

the lover asserted, that it was the identical 

cock which his mistress had lost, and swow 

by the great Caramoussal, that he r6cogr 

nized him by his manner of crowing. 

While they were still debating this question, 

a real live cock, which had raised itself 

higher, than ever cock had done. before, 

descended, and perched upon the damsel's 

head. The universal acclamations gave him 

not the least alarm ; he kept his place with 

great intrepidity, while the wTiole company 

agreed in thinking, that this prodigy was 

effected by the great Caramoussal, and was 

a convincing proof of the girFs innocence : 
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^^but no sooner did they approach in order to 
restore her to liberty, than the cock stretch- 
ed out his neck, dapped his wings^ crowed 
thrice, and then darting into the air with 

the swiftness of a faulcon, in a moment 

• 

was out of sight. This persuaded the spec- 
tators, that het conduct with her lover 
had not been perfectly correct ; but as the 
.cock in clapping his wings, had put out 
her left eye, he was' supposed to have meant 
this as a punishment for granting trifling 
. £xvors, and she was declared fully justified 
of any capital offence. In consequence, she 
was immediately released both from the pit 
and her apprehensions ; she was conducted 
•home to her parents in triumph ; and while 
they were busied in dressing her eye, I has- 
tened hither to conjure you to leave a coun - 
.try, where the mountains are full of sor- 
cerers, the islands of lions, and the villages of 
men, women, and cocks, who for any thing 
that I can see, are not a jot better than the 
soicerers or the lions." — • 

The truth of this account was confirmed 

1 6 
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by my advesntures on the mountain. I re* 
solved th^efote to follow my Squire's ad* 
vice, and we left this repository of prodigies 
and ' incomj^ehensible events without meet- 
ing any further impediment. The more 
that I revolved upon what had passed, the 
Jess was I persuaded, that it had really hap* 
pened. The lion, who had called me by 
my name ; the old woman, who loved me 
80 tenderly ; the young one, who hated me 
so inveterately ; the nyingh of the grotto^ 
who enjoined me to do, what could not be 
done ; the water, which I drank with such 
eagerness, and the meat, which Teat with 
such disgust; all appeared to have been 
equally delusions : but the precious ^pper 
was still in my possession, and that was suf- 
ficieMt to establish the reality of all the rest. 
I caused this helmet to be made at the near-> 
est city ; and this cock enriched with dia-' 
monds, clapping his wings, and in the act 
of crowing, conceals the wonderful shoe, 
which I shall now offer to your adminu 
tion.''— 
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Here opening the crest of his helmet, 
the courteous stranger drew forth the shoe, 
which he had praised so highly;, it was 
concealed within the golden cock, which I 
had at first mistaken for an eagle. I con- 
fess, most illustrious Sultan, the sight of it 
filled me with Surprize. This slipper was in 
truth a master-piece, no less in respect to 
shape, than size and elegance. I could not 
look at it without emotion, though I was 
convinced, that it was made solely to dis- 
play the artist's workmanship, and could 
not have been designed for the use of any 
human being. In vain did the stranger pro- 
test, that his own hands had placed it on 
the foot of the fair huntress : I persisted in 
my incredulity. Having examined it for 
some time, and with the owner's permis- 
sion fnrest it respectfully to my lips, I at 
length restored it to its former conceals 
ment : after which Facardin of Moimt Atlas 
resumed his narration. 

— " The insignificant adventures,'* said 
he, «* which I met with after this, are un- 
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worthy your attention ; nor Will I trotft>Ie 
you with the tedious list of refusals, insults 
and disdain, which fell to my lot, wherever 
my vows were offered. I thought every 
woman deserving my affection, and every 
woman thought my affection undeserving 
her acceptance. They, who were no lon- 
ger in the bloom of life, .preferred their ser- 
vants, and they, who were, preferred mine. 
However, if all refused me their favors, 
rone refused to try on the shoe ; but.here, 
alas ! I was no less unsuccessful : not one 
could get in a single toe. No hope now re- 
mained for me but to find ^ cock v^ch 
could raise itself as high as that of the fair 
huntress j that is to say, a cock, that could 
fly like an eagle. To my sorrow, I find, 
that this is no less a rarity, than a woman 
who can love me, or a foot that can fit the 
beautiful slipper. 

I had already traversed Asia and Africa, 
and was on the point of embarking for Eu- 
rope, when the ambassadors of Fprtimbrass 
with the great mouth, king of Denmark, 
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arrived at the port of Siddn. They told us, 
that they were in pursuit of a mouth pro- 
portioned like their master's, and expressed 
their fears, that their search would be \in- 
successful. To justify these apprehensions, 
they drew from a golden casket the exact 
measure of the royal mouth, and a most 
enormous one it was in truth ! I owned, 
that though I had travelled far and wide, 
I never had met with a mouth at all to be 
compared to it ; and I begged to be in- 
formed, when he had found it, what in the 
world their master meant to do with a 
mouth so monstrous. I was answered, that 
this desire was excited by a most strange 
and unfortunate adventure, which they had 
not then time to explain ; on this the chief 
ambassador, who seemed a person of no 
small consequence, sighed several times, and 
at length burst into tears. The eyes 
of his companions immediately overflowed ; 
and both my Squire and myself were 
too well bred not to follow their example. 



i 
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though what these venerable persons were 
crying about, we could not conceive. 

— " Adieu ! my beloved country !" ex- 
clauned at length the chief ambassador ; ^^ we 
bid you an eternal adieu, forbidden to re- 
visit your happy climates, till two things 
are found, neither of which the eatth can 
furnish." — 

Guessing, that the large mouth must be 
one of those things, I begged him to in- 
form me, what was the other. He rpplied, 
that his master had a daughter, on whom 
he doated; she was extremely beautiful, 
and called Sapinella of Jutland. This dam* 
sel, not being able to get slippers to fit her^ 
had gone mad in consequence, and ^per- 
suaded her father to hang up all the coblers 
in the kingdom. Informed of tlie diiEculty 
to please her, and dreading the fate of th«r 
comrades, the foreign shoe-makers had re- 
fused to work for her ; and at length things 
were brought to such a pass, that yielding 
to hiSs affection for her, the king had pub- 
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iished throughout his dominions, that who- 
ever could shoe the beautiful S^inella, 
should marry her for his trouble. It was 
however specified in the bargain, that sudi 
as failed in the attempt, should be hung 
with as little ceremony, as had been shown 
to their predecessors. 

— ^^ And thus,*' continued the ambassador^ 
*'thus are we, wretched Slaves of a des- 
potic master, and a capricious mistress, con- 
demned either to find the little slipper and 
the large mouth, or never to re-visit the 
fertile plains of Denmark; Denmark, that 
beloved country, which gave us birth. Such 
are the curious commissions, which we are 
enjoined to execute; and you can easily 
conceive, that we have but too much reason 
in thinking, that we have bidden adieu for 
ever to our native land !"— 

While making these reflections the tender 
hearted ambassador cried like an infant : 
those, which his narrative had suggested to 
me, were of a very different nature, and 
after meditating for some time upon the 
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conditions stipulated in the king of Den- 
mark's edict, I asked, what would be the 
consequence of presenting Sapinella with a 
shoe too small. 

— " Forj** said I, ** though I suppose her 
in size to be no bigger than a doll, yet a 
slipper may be made so small, that even a 
doll cannot get her foot into it."-— 

Highly oflFended by this observaSon, the 
chief ambassador bestOMfed on me a look 
of most profound contempt ir 

— " Young man !** said he, "whenyoii 
have seen a little more of the world, you 
will learn to treat a fair one with greater 
respect, whose feme can only be unknown 
to yourself and such as resemble you. Should 
chance ever lead you. to the feet of our Prin- 
cess, you will see what sort of feet they 
are, and be obliged to confess, that (Mous- 
sellina the Serious excepted,) she need yield 
to no one in point of figure. *Tis not 
therefore so much the smallness of her foot 
(that being perfectly proportioned to her 
commanding height) which makes the fit- 
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ting her with shoes a matter of difficulty, as 
its shape, elegance, and form, no less sin- 
gular than beautiful." — 

— ^^ But, my good lord ambassador," ^d 
I, ** suppose the person, who produces a 
slipper perfectly adapted to the shape, ele- 
gance, and singular form of this beautiful 
foot, should by no means be inclined t^ 
ibarry your Infanta ? What would be the 
consequence of his refusal ?*' — 

— ;" Should any one be found," answered 
the Dane, " (but it appears to me impossible, 
that there should) so cold, so stupid, so 
weak in judgment, and so deficient in 
taste, as to renounce Sapinella of Jutland's 
lawful possession: she is then obliged by 
oath (her honour and all belonging to it 
being out -of the question) to grant him 
whatever favour he may think proper to 
demand/' — 

My reasons for ^asking this question, I 
doubt not, valiant stranger, are already 
known to you : this answer determined my 
conduct, for till then my scruples had kept 
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me in suspense. Though the charming 
huntress still reigned in my bosom, not to 
fall, in love with every woman, who came 
in my way, was to me utterly impossiUe ; 
however the moment they were out of 
sight, I forgot all others, and only remem* 
bered the beautiful unknown. The Prin- 
^ess offered her hand to him who could ac* 
complish a task, which she despaired of ever 
seeing performed ; on the other hand cer- 
, tain death was his punishment, who failed 
in the attempt. I had long sought a foot 
worthy the most beautiful shoe in the World; 
Sapinella had long sought a shoe worthy 
the most beautiful foot in the universe^' 
which (as she thought) belonged to her. own. 
person. If on the one hand, I feared, 
lest the sensibility of my heart should make 
me forget every thing but her beauty, while 
I gazed on a Princess, who had been punted 
to me in colours so fascinating ; on the 
other, the aversion, with which I had al- 
ways inspired the whole sex, seemed ta 
promise me a safe-guard against my owa 
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weakness. 1 had traversed two quarters of 
the world without finding a female^ who 
would accept my heart ; nor had I found 
any cocks except dunghill ones, who knew 
no more how to fly, than I did myself. I 
determined therefore to embark on board 
one of the ambassador's vessels, to try my 
slipper on the foot of the Danish Princ 
and should I succeed in my attempt, th 
to lead her to the grotto in triumph, where 
dwelt the nymph with the steel-bow. The 
ambassadors, who really were mighty good 
sort of people, opposed this design wich 
much eai:nestness. They represented to me 
. all the difficulties of such an enterprize, and 
they assured me, that I should find it very 
inconvenient to be hung in the flower of my 
;ige, ia fate which I could not escape, should 
I hsmdle Sapinella's foot without success. I 
was obstinate j and as I had not divulged 
to him the mystery of the beautiful slipper, 
the chief ambassador, who was much ad- 
dicted to blubbering, actually burst into 
tears, on seeing me ascend the vessel. 
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The wind was so fevourable, that seven * 
months after my embarkation, I reached 
the Scandinavian coast so favoured by na- 
ture. Having traversed those .immense pro- 
vinces, I at length arrived at the court of 
Fortimbrass with the wide mouth. Here it , 
was, that I expected to meet with adven- 
tures much more worthy your attention, 
nthan those which you have just heard ; judge 
then how great was my disappointment, 
when upon inquiring for the Princess, I 
was informed " 

In this part of his history, the handsome 
stranger was interrupted by an unexpected 
flourish of cymbals, tymbals, fifes, trum- 
pets, flageolets, bag-pipes, cow-horns, and 
drums, which suddenly resounded through 
the forest. We looked eagerly round us, 
and our eyes for some time rested in vain 
on the spot, whence the noise proceeded. 
The nearer that this singular concert ap- 
proached, the more was our surprize aug- 
mented, as we still were unable to discover 
the cause. Suddenly my secretary and the 
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Stranger's Squire, who had climbed two 
lofty trees, and who by this means enjoyed 
2. more extensive look out, rejoined us in 
terror, and announced that a troop of 
Arabs, whom the hills had till then pre- 
vented us from descrying, was "seen has- 
tening towards us, no doubt intending to 
surround our little party. On receiving 
this intelligence we took our camels from 
our attendants, and having mounted them, 
advanced boldly towards the robbers, whom 
we could now perceive : but we soon dis- 
covered, that the new-comers were neither 
robbers, nor Arabs; and that as to sur- 
rounding us, nothing could be farther from 
their inclination. Still their appearance sur- 
prized us not a litde. As far as our eyes 
could reach, we discovered an ever-length- 
ening chain of camels, horses, mules, and 
elepbants, heayily laden with litters, palan- 
quin^ and baggage of every, description. 
•Tbjey were escorted by a numerous body of 
soldiers and slaves, all habited in chintz, 
the ooMurs of which were so lively and bril* 
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liant, that the whole appeared to us a mov- 
ing parterre, enamelled with the choicest 
flowers of spring and summer. We stop- 
ped to observe the progress of this singular 
convoy, in whose middle a palanquin, 
sparkling with gold, and adorned with xle- 
signs of the most exquisite finish^ failed not 
to attract the chief part of our observation. 

This palanquin was shut up on all sides. 
Four slaves of gigantic stature bore it on 
their shoulders, while of four satraps on 
horse-back each supported an umbrella over 
it, to protect it from the heat of the sun. 
The satraps, the slaves, and the palanquin, 
were all covered with chintz; but that 
chintz was of so fine a texture, so admirably 
painted, and magnificendy embroidered, <hat 
my secretary (than whom nobody under- 
stands these matters better) has frequently 
assured me since, that it could not be wcrth 
, less, than two talents an ell. Round the 
palanquin the musicians were ftUtioned, 
whose concert had been the ori^nal means 
t)f engaging our attention. Unluckily as 
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% soon as they Upproached us, the concert be- 
. gqp ag^n, and we soon discovered, that in 
order to remain in its neighbourhood, it 
. "was absolutely necessary to be well used to 
it. This unexpected music made us start 
one and all ; but it appeared so terrible to 
our camels, that after all the extravagant 
actions which sudden terror makes those ani- 
mals perform, they feirly ran away with us. 
Every eflfort to hold them back only re- 
doubled their imp,7,tience to be gone and 
the impetuosity witn which they hurried us 
alway. My secretary's beast and my own, 
who stuck dose together, turning short 
round as if by agreement, dashed like mad 
things through the rear, which came loiter- 
ing after the rest, and trampled upon all, 
who happened to be in their way. The ge- 
neral confusion, which this occasioned, and 
the cries of such as found themselves attack- 
ed in this impromptu manner, increased still 
more the fury of these infernal animals, 
vrho slackened not their speed, till they 
reached the banks of a large river, TT(»rp 
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for a moment they stopped to^ke breath ; 
but the recollection of their fright soon re- 
turning, they plunged into the water, with- 
out giving us the least hint of their design. 
All that we could do in this, moment of sur- 
prize, was to hold fast by the ears, and en- 
deavour to reach the opposite bank of the 
river, which was both deep and rapid. Wc 
were now above fifteen stadii distant from 
the forest, . where we had caused so much 
confusion. Gladly would I have returned 
thither, being equally anxious to know 
what was become of the handsome Facardin, 
and to hear the conclusion of his adven- 
tures. But my secretary representing to 
me the danger and difficulty of repassing the 
river, the near approach of night, and the 
fresh disturbance which our caniels would 
occasion, should the saine infernal, clatter 
recommence on our arrival, I gave up the 
point, and suffered him to conduct nie to a 
cottage, which we descried at sqit\e dis: 
«^ance. I past the night in all the agonies 
of impatience : no sooner did the morning 
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1, thaii I again set forward, anxious to 
I what could be meant by this tri- 
bal procession, in which chintz fmni^ 

made so conspicuous a figure, and still 
3 desirous of rejoining Facardin and 
BEoe, from whom I hoped to hear theca- 
ophe of his adventures* Unluckily a 
dful tempest which had not ceased dii- 

the night, swelling the mountain tor- 
3, had caused such an overflow of the 
r, that it would have been useless to at^ 
:)t to pass it or to wait till the waters 
lid abate. The people with whom I 
ed, assured me, that all the plains on 

side would be inundated for at least a 
th : thus then was I separated from 
amiable stranger, of whom I have never 
3 been able to obtain a sight, in spite of 
inxiety and efforts to rejoin him/* — 
!ere Dinarzade heaved a deep sigh, as if 
relieved from some great oppression. 
-" A thousand thanks," she cried, rais- 

her hands to heaven, " a thousand 
iks to the satraps in chintz, the gilded 
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palanquin, the slaves who, bore it, the um- 
brellas which shaded it, and above all to the 
flageolets, fifes,, cymbals, and bag-pipes, 
which by frightening your camel, separated 
you from Facardin the Second ! and oh ! 
for ever blessed be the river, whose well- 
timed overflowing prevented you from fall- 
ing in with him again ! Had it not been 
for tliat fortunate accident, I doubt not, 
you would have wxaried u^ as intolerably 
with the end of his adventures, as you have 
already done with the beginning. For 
Heaven's sake, my dear Prince, tell me at 
once, how many years it will take you to 
relate your history, and how many volumes 
may be made out of your secretary's jour- 
nal ; since though you have now trespassed 
upon our good Sultan's patience for a very 
considerable time, as you have employed it 
entirely in recounting the misfortunes of an- 
other person, while of your own I have not 
heard one sylbble, I confess to you, that I 
begin to despair of ever Iiearing your his- 
tory conclude.'*—- 
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Luckily Schahriar (whose custom it was 
to have the soles of his feet tickled by his 
Great ChamberUin) had just then fallen in- 
to a gentle slumber, and therefore his sister- 
in-law's remarks for this time escaped him. 
Had it not been for this accident, there is rea- 
son to believe, that she would not have got ofF 
with a simple reprimand. Facardin indeed, 
who to give him his due was extremdy 
good-humoured, hastened to prevent the 
Sultan's being aware of the interruption, 
and rescued Dtnarzade from his displeasure 
by renming his discourse. 

— ** As during the latter part of my nar- 
ration,** said he, " the attention of your 
most august and victorious Majesty seemed 
to be drawn off by some meditations no 
doubt of very serious, publji:, and political 
importance ; in order to connect the broken 
threads of my story, I will just repeat the 
heads of ^hat escaped you, while buried in 
your own profound reflections.*'— 

—-"Don't give yourself the trouble,**^ an- 
swered the Sultan, " I have not lost a syl- 
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larble ; and to convince you of it. I Fem em- 
ber, that while I meditated on the means of 
preserving the tranquillity of my subjects, 
and the prosperity of my dominions, you re- 
cited, how the palanquins, elephants, chintz - 
curtains, and uitibrellas, took to their heels, 
and dashed into the sea, as* soon as your 
^Squires and their camels began to play upon 
their fifes and bag-pipes.*' — 

— " Exactly so !" exclaimed Binarsade ; 
*^ the Prince of Trebizonde need only <x)n- 
tinue his history ; and if ever your Mjgeaity 
should take it into your head to repeat the 
whole in the style of the specinien, which 
' we have just hoard, Til engage for its being 
the most curious narrative, that ever was 
related in mortal hearing !'* — 

~« Silence !" said the Sultan ;« I wish 
to give all my attention to the Prince. Tre- 
bizonde, proceed." — 

-— " I was considerably vexed,*' continued 
Facardin, '* at my abrupt separation froiu 
the handsome stranger, not only because I 
bad already imbibed a sincere attachment to 
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him, but because I meant to have requested 
him^o change his name j lesl^ the exploits 
Jby which I intended to make mine illus- 
trious, should be ascribed indiscriminately 
to one or other of the only two Facardins 
-fesisting. HoN^v^ever, but a short time elapsed, 
^re I disco^red, that this precaution would 
luive been of no avail, 
. Some persons have nrinds so inactive, as 

« 

to -pass whoUe hcrtrrs "withemt opening their 
*ips, and *this tnore particulsdrly happens, 
when they are alone. For itiy part, never 
having been afflicted with that supineness of 
imagination, which leads people to medi- 
cate i3n the various objects which present 
themselves to travellers without discussing 
them by word of mouth, whenever I had 
•nobody else to converse with, I held a conver- 
sation with myself. Sometimes I repeated 
a scene or two from some new play ; some- 
tithes I hummed a favourite air, and at 
t)thef tintes I whistled it. In short, I made 
tise of every source of amusement, which 
talents &nd an excellent education could sup- 
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ply, instead of wasting my time in buildijng 
castles in the air, like the stupid dreamers, 
to whom I just now alluded. It is true ! my 
secretary did not come under this descrip- 
tion ; but then he had another whim, which 
was not a jot more sensible or entertaining. 
Every twelve yards he halted, «nd drawing 
out a port-folio crammed full of his remarks, 
he busied himself with the utmost gravity 
in chalking down all the rivers, castles, 
wind-4nills, mountains, and pigeon-houses> 
which he saw from the road. One day in 
particular he put me out of ail patience. 

— " I wonder, Jessamin,'' said I; *' I won« 
der, that with such a long beard hanging 
down to your girdle, you are not ashamed 
of being so childish as to keep eternally 
scratching and scrawling, when you m%{vt 
employ yourself so much better in remain- 
ing near me, listening to xpy discourse, and 
replying to my questions. Pry*thee, put 
up that bundle of trash, and look in your 
list of perilous adventures, for that which 
happens to be nearest at hand ; for in fact. I 
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am heartily weary of wandering about^'aa I 
have done for these last three weeks, with- 
out knowing where I am, or whither go- 
mg/ — 

As I said this, . we approached a bridge, 
which he was just then in the very act of 
drawing ; nor was it without infinite reluc- 
tance, that he consented to lay aside his em- 
ployment* However, my orders being re- 
peated, he prepared to obey me ; wh^i sud- 
denly our camels began to whine, and snuff", 
seemed to be seized with some violent panic. 
A moment after we heard the tuning of 
instruments, and inunediately about half a 
dozen persons appeared at the other end of 
the bridge. They were all drest in a sort of 
chintz uniform, and no sooner did they 
descry us, than they began to get their in- 
struments in order and tune, by way of 
doing^ honour to our approach. Per- 
ceiving these musicians to be of the same 
kind with those, whom we had left in the 
forest, we begged leave by signs to de- 
cline the serenade, with which they were 
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preparing to compliment us. Tlicy easily 
discovered by the violent agitation o£ our 
camels, that we made this request on their 
account. Unluckily the distress of these 
beasts appeared to the musicians so enter- 
taining, that as * they staggered across the 
bridge (for they were completely drunk) 
they thought proper to heighten it by an 
additional symphony. No sooner were the 
first notes audible, than my secretary's ca- 
mel, recollecting the means by which he 
had just escaped, dashed into the river with- 
out hesitation ; and while in hopes of gain- 
ing the opposite bank his master held fast 
by the neck, the curious memoirs of our 
travels, which he had not had time to put 
up, floated down the stream to our great 
discomfiture. With respect to my . camel, 
the principal musician had seized him by 
the bridle, and the others prevented him 
from rejoining his companion. When the 
poor beast found, that all avenues to escape 
were barred, he dropped upon his kn«es 
trembling like an aspin j he shut his eyes, 
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ni»t being able to shut his ears, and sent 
forth such nfielancholy cries and groans, 
that I found it impossible to refrain from 
laughter ; especially when T heard the other 
camel, affected by his friend's situation,.^ 
answer her in the same pathetic strain from 
the opposite side of the river, 

I sprang upon my feet ; and the principal 
musician, who still held my camel's bridle,, 
having persuaded his companions to with- 
draw (for he dreaded, lest they should oc-- 
casion some new alarm), he conducted me 
across the bridge, frequently apologizing for 
the insolence of th#B drunkards. He in- 
formed me, , that they belonged to a band,, 
with the other members of which, he sup- 
posed, I had not come in contact; since to 
judge from my camcFs turn of miod, he: 
thought, that had he heard theiqfi, the ani- 
mal must have died of the fright, they be- 
ing very numerous, and being positivelj* 
ordered to play on all their iBtstruments, as 
soon as a stranger appeared in sigljt. He 
added, that he had staid behind tn oirder ^ 
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collect these rascals together, who had sepa* 
rated theaiselves from the convoy, m order 
to drink at the different ale-hpi^es on the 
road, and that he must hasten to rejoin the 
train of the Princess. 

—"^ What Princess ?'* said I. 

— " Moussellina the Serious," answered 
my new acqudntance ; " who is returning 
to her father's dominions in hopes of laugh- 
mg. — 

" Of laughing !'* I exclaimed i " what can 
you mean ?"~- 

— " I mean>*' replied he, *' that she has 
been travelling about ^||r these three months 
for the sole purpose of laughing, and' it 
is for the sole purpose of laughing, that she 
now returns to her native land. But what a 
simpleton am I,'* he continued, " to think 
it necessary to explain to you, what you 
must know so much better than my* 
self."-~ 

Thus saying, he hastened to rejoin his 
companions, as fast as he could lay legs to 
the ground. It was in vain that I callied^ 
1 
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sfter hitn, begging him tp come back, and 
satisfy my curiosity : he turned not his head 
towards me, and nothing could persuade 
my secretary to let me mount my camel 
and follow him ; for Jessamin protested, 
that he had rather die, than be again in the 
power of that unmerciful music. We has- 
tened therefore to escape from it ; he la- 
menting the loss of his journal, and I, that 
of an explanation respecting the Princess of 
Astracan. I might have passed the time 
till midnight, in these reflections, had I 
chosen it, for my secretary kept at a consi- 
derable distance behind, probably endea- 
vouring to set. down, the heads of the ad- 
veptures which had been contained in his 
journal : but the silence which his reverie 
compelled me to observe becoming intole- 
rable, I stopped, and waited till he came up 
with me. 

— -^^ Jessamin," said I, as soon as he joined 
me, ^^ look a^nong your papers for the list 
of places, of which the enchantments and 
perils are likely to furnish me with some 
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employment ; I wish, as I told you be?brev 
to go immediately to those, which are near- 
est at hand." — 

— ^ Look for It yourself,** answered he 
peevishly ; ** all my lists, journals, and pa- 
pers of every description are fo^owing the 
course of the river, while I. am following^ 
your Highness on this devil of a camel^ who 
makes me every moment give myself up 
for lost ; nay, he is even a great obstacle to 
my salvation, so often does he put me un- 
der the necessity of cursing both himself 
and our great Prophet for introducing him^ 
into the world. If yfni like it, my Lord^ 
you are perfectly at liberty to foUow these 
papers, which in fact are commentaries of 
our illustrious actions : for my own part, I 
am not quite so great a fool as to run the 
risque -of drowning in the attempt to fish 
them^op. But for Heaven's sake, where is 
the use of scampering after adventures in 
your present equipage ? Is it not cleai^ 
that however great may be your courage, 
there needs but a fiddle to make you run 
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from one end of the world to the other ? 
I would really advise you to restrain this 
violent thirst for glory which torments you, 
till you have a better chance of satisfying it» 
We are now within three days journey of 
the Persian gulph. In the city which is en- 
riched by the commerce of that sea, you 
may find the uiost beautiful horses in the 
universe : there, if your Highness will take 
my advice, you will get rid of these un^ 
kicky camels, and mount yourself according 
to the established fashion of knights-errant, 
instead of trotting about the world like Ar- 
menian merchants, or pilgrims on their way 
to Mecca." — 

I took his advice. On the third day after 
this passed, we discovered the banks of the 
Red Sea, having travelled vnthout meeting 
-with any fresh accident; that is to say, 
without falling in with any music by the 
way. The sun was just setting ; and I be- 
held with infinite pleasure the variety of 
brilliant hues, with which its rays tinged 
tihe surface of these waters, 1 could have 
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SA^'orn, that a purple carpet had been spread 
over them ; for the colour of the sea, and 
that of the light in which it sparkled, were 
mingled together in a manner at once the 
most splendid and beautiful. My secretary, 
who now kept close to me, asked, whether 
I knew how these waters had obtained the 
appellation of the Red Sea : I answered, that 
1 supposed, it had been given them on ac- 
count of their colour. 

— ^^ Quite the contrary,'* said he j ** they 
are no more red than you are ; and since 
it will be an hour before we reach Floris- 
pahan, the capital of Arabia Petroea, I may 
as well employ the time in explaining this 
matter." — 

He had not time to be^n his story, be- 
fore something glittering which appeared on 
the water at a considerable distance, attract- 
ed my attention. The sun was already 
sunk beneath the waves, and his last beams 
illuminating this object, we imagined at 
first, that a golden hillock was floating to- 
wards us. As it approached, we could pon> 
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ceivo an infinity of streamers fluttering in 
the wind, and at length ascertained, that a 
bark was drawing near us, which was co- 
vered, with gold from the extremity of the 
mast to the very surtace of the ocean. It 
was conducted by two dwarfs extremely 
black, and extremely deformed. As soon 
as it touched the shore, there came out a 
kind of nymph, more ornamented than 
heaven, and more hideous than hell. While 
I busied myself in conjecturing, how it was 
possible to be at once so young and so ugly^ 
she threw herself at my feet, and embraced 
my knees, before I could possibly prevent 
her. 

— ** Invincible knight !** said she, •* fallow 
n^e, an^d preserve the most precious life, 
that ever yet was given to a mortal I But 
first swear to me, that however dangerous 
may be the undertaking, that however dis- 
agreeable may be its conditions, you will 
not hesitate to attempt ^the ddiverance of 
a beauty, more perfect than till now the 
universe could ever boast." — 
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Here as she began to weep, I raised bet 
from the ground, anxious to «pare mysdf 
the MTy faces, which she then thought it 
proper to make : nay, I had already opened 
my mouth to give the oath required, when 
my secretary clapped his 'hand before it.'*-^ 

— *^ Stay one moment, my Lord,'* said 
he ; " before you engage yourself, let me 
ask this young lady a few questions.'^ Then 
taking off his bonnet, and shaking his long 
beard, ^ Either my nanrte- is not Jessamin,^' 
he continued, " or you come from the 
Chrystal Island — am I right, sweetheart ?"— 

— ^ Hold your tongue, child," answered 
she ; " my business is not with you, but 
with your masten Yes, amiable yottthl*' 
she added, " it is to you, that I am sent^ 
The paragon of beauty has just entered the 
bath, and unless you are so condescending' 
as to see her come out of it, never must she 
t>nter it again! In defiance therefwe erf 
your page Jessamin, swear to follow me t 
Swear to m?e this, and in return may the 
dew of morning cod your sweet slumbars i 
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may the zephyrs of evening breathe gently 
on your cheeks; and may The accents of 
your -well-beloved be as favourable to your ' 
wishes, as the cock's crow is grateful to , the 
^r of him, whose couch during "the night 

-sleep harth denied to visit !"— ' 

These* prayers -were so extremely fcnd 

■ and accq)tablc, that 1 could not think df re- 
jecting the ijymph*s request. I took the 

• '02th, -which she tendered, and swore, that 
happen -what might, I would not only see 
the lady, whom she mentioned, step out of 
the 'bath, but afterwards would do my ut- 
most to effect her deliverance. My secre- 
tary no sooner heard me make this vow, 
tTiaaa he judged it expedient to tear his bait, 
plnck out his beard by tlie roots, and titter 
groans and lamentations the most deplor- 
able. 

' — " Unhappy Prince !" cried he; "what 
evil star conducted you hither to engage in 
an enterprize, whose event must either 
prove your ruin, or entail on you everlast- 
ing dishonour. None but a satyr, or the 
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o&pring of some Spanish fly, would dare 
even to think of an adventure, which you 
have sworn to attempt, but which 1 will 
take my oath^ you will never accompUsh I 
However, I have still one means in my 
power to release you from the vow, which 
you have just made so rashly !**— 

Thus saying, he drew his dagger, and 
rushed upon the ambassadress, no doubt in- 
tending to kill her. I had no difficulty in 
preventing this act of passion, or in finding 
words to express, how much I disappreved 
of this unmanly transport. However^ so 
far was I from exciting his contrition^ that 
seeing me on the point of embarking without 
him, (such was the law of this adventure,) 
and finding, that I positively forbade hb ac-. 
companying me, he gave way to an impulse 
of passion not less violent than unavailing* 

— " May the sea," he exclaimed, ** swal- 
low up the gilded bark, the furbellowed 
monkey who is just on the point of entering 
it, and the unfortunate Facardin, who is 
iXQW preparing to follow her/'— 
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On hearing my name, my conductress 
examined me with a look of surprize, and 
asked me, if in truth my name was Fa- 
car din. 

— " Why should it not be so ?" said I. 
However not satisfied with this answer, 
she addressed herself to my secretary, who 
was still weeping by the water's edge. 

— ^^ Venerable Jessamin !'* said she, " tell 
me the truth ; is your master really called 
Facardin ?*' — 

Hoping, that this would be of service to 
me^ he called Heaven to witness, that such 
was my real name. 

— ** Then let me away without loss of 
time,** said she, " since I possess the invin- 
cible Facardin ; but if this stranger is really 
he, what is become of the other half of 

him r— 

Not understanding this question, I did 
not attempt to answer it. The gilded bark 
made its way with incredible swiftness, and 
soon losing sight of that shore, on which 
the inconsolable Jessamin was still venting 
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his lamentations, a quarter of an hour land- 
ed us upon another. 

This was an immense rock, which rose 
in the midst of the sea. It appeared to he, 
transparent, and as soon as we disembarked, 
I perceived, that it was entirely composed 
of chrystal. A female, more advanced in 
years, more splendid in dress, and more 
frightful in feature than my conductress, 
came in all haste to receive us. 

— " Take courage !" cried the nymph of 
the bark, as soon as the new-comer was 
within hearing; "I bring what our charming 
mistress has sought for so long in vain. 
This is the great Facardin ! ! !'* — 

The great devil!'* answered the other; 

why, you must be mad, Harpiana, to 
mistake this shrimp for the invincible Fa* 
cardin ! But no matter. We shall soon see 
of what stuff this daring youth is composed ; 
and as he seems likely to fail in the very 
preliminaries, we shall at least have the com- 
fort of seeing him flayed, while they burn 
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the unfortunate Chrystallinai Has he taken 
the oath ?" — 

— *• He has," answered the first scare- 
crow, "and so readily, that I am almost 
sprry for his, fete/' — 

— " Disarm him then," rejoined the 
other, " while I announce his arrival to our 
charming Mistress/' — 

^ — ^^ Softly," said. I ; " a moment's pati- 
ence, if you please. Miss Monster ; let me 
inform yoy, that if you pronounce the 
word, " disarm,'* a second time, I shall' 
whip both your ugly heads from oiF your 
shoulders." — 

Thu3 saying, I displayed my sw;ord : they 
seemed not a little confounded at a pro- 
ceeding so unexpected. 

— " Conduct me," I continued, " imme- 
diately to this lady, whom I have sworn to 
protect, in order that without loss of time 
I may deliver her from a danger, which 
appears to be so pressing. Truly, it would 
be extremely well-timed to give away my 
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arms, when I come here for the sole pur- 
pose of fighting !" — 

— ^''Flower of chivalry!" said she, who 
had come to receive us, *' do as we re- 
quest, since resistance will be vain. Give 
up your arms, and I swear to you by the 
prophet Ali, the original inventor of green 
turbans, that if you meet a single enemy 
with arms, yours shall be restored to. 
you."— 

I suffered myself to be prevailed upon ; 
and retaining only my sword, which no- 
thing could induce me to relinquish, I 
followed, wherever these damsels chose to 
lead me. In my way I observed a number 
of persons, the singularity of whose appear- 
ance surprized me not a little : they were 
men in female dresses, who being each pro- 
vided with a spindle and distaff, were spin- 
ning with great application, as we past 
along. I inquired the meaning of this hu- 
miliating masquerade. I was answered, that 
I ^^'as unlucky in not being permitted to in- 
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crease their number 3 that all these persons 
bad been adventurers like myself, who hav- 
i^ng taken the same oath, preferred passing 
their lives in this degrading situation to en- 
gaging in the enterprize at the risque of be- 
ing flayed, if they failed to accomplish it .; 
but that no choice w^as left for him who 
should present himself on the last day of the 
year (that space of time being allotted for. 
the trial) except to attempt the deliverance 
of the lady, or. be flayed without further 
delay. 

— r"rMay I ask," said I,'*^ the nature of this 
peillous exploit ?" — 

. — " Our lovely Mistress will inform you," 
answered one of my guides, " as soon as 
you are presented to her." — 
■ It would have been difiicult to walk, and 
indeed to keep one's feet on an island of 
chrystal, if the roads had not been strown 
with diamond dust. It was already night ; 
faor should I have been able to distin* 
guish the several pbjects which presented 
themselves, 'had not the rock been hollowed 

VOL. II. L 
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out With much labour in various places, 
where orange-trees were introduced, from 
whose branches herge chrystal chandeliors 
and a prcftwidn of burning lampis depended ; 
this made the whole bland as bright, as if it 
had been day. 

We were situated directly under the tor- 
rid zone, scarcely four degrees removed 
from the equinoctial line. The sun during 
the day had darted his rays full upon this 
immense mass of chrystal ; the air was con- 
siderably heated, and not a breath of wind 
was stirring after twilight. Consequently, 
I was almost suffocated with heat by the 
time, that I reached the other end of the 
rock. On the brink of it I perceived a 
square pavillion, in which both my guides 
advised me to take some repose. I found 
there all sorts of refreshment, and hastaaed 
to enjoy that of bathing at the request of 
my attendants, who assisted me to undress, 
but who failed in persuading me to commit 
my sabre to their care, as I scrupled not to 
do, my garm^ts. In vain did they exert 



Sieir lungs in assuring me, that nobody in 
4SiS' ^orld ever bathed sword in hand AU 
SidjT remonstrances pfoved fruitless ; I not 
3Bty entered the bath, but came out of it 
in this warlSke posture. A magnificent 
fiight-gown was immediately thrown over 
Sly shoiulders> aiid while I eat of what was 
iet before me^ and appeased my thirst with 
cool and delicious- wines, my clothes were 
KUiied otf by my conductresses. 

The day broke. After demanding my 
clothes without success, I was desired to 
jet forward, and also was entreated once 
gtibre to Jay aside my clumsy ill-looking 
scymitar, which would be totally useless in 
(ke business, for which I was pre|)aring. 

— ^ Pry'rfiee,** said I, " talk no more 
about my scymitar. As h is, I want only 
a dose tap, a distaff instead of a swoi'd) and 
a jacket and jpetticoat, to be drest like those 
wretches, wh6m I ^tW hi my way hi- 
ther }•'— ' 

Rnding me deaf to all entreaties respect- 
ing the swordi of which they wpre so anx- 

h 2 
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ious to deprive me, they conducted me 
without more delay to a bridge, which 
connected the chrystal rock with the ] 
most delightful meadow, that I ever 
beheld. Here tlie two ladies left me. 
When I had crossed the bridge, two little 
negroes, even more deformed than those 
who had managed the bark, closed behind 
me a brazen barrier, and with a low bow 
demanded my sword. I answered tliat this 
request being particularly disagreeable to 
me, if they mentioned it again, Isbould be i 
under the necessity of cleaving them from 
the head to the naveL ^ This threat put 
them in such terror, that away they .ran 
over the- meadow like two black kids. I 
followed them without hurrying myself, 
till I came near a palace, which could not 
well avoid being transparent, for the walb 
were formed of the clearest and most beau- 
tiful plate glass, that the world ever pro- 
duced. Near this palace was raised by 
means of golden pegs and cords of purple 
a magnificent pavillion. I have since heard, 
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that it belonged formerly to the unfortu- 
nate Darius, of whom I have the honour to 
be a lineal descendant. 

In this tent, which was open in the front, 
I perceived a bed, if possible, more' rich 
and elegant than that, which now contains the 
charms of tlie divine Sch^azade. These 
objects would not have given the naost distant 
idea of a perilous adventure, had they not 
been placed in a very disagreeable neigh- 
bourhood : for to the right of the transpa- 
rent palace there was erected a pile of wood 
evidently intended to burn some criminsd; 
and on the left I observed a kind of altar, 
the four corners of which were provided 
.with iron rings for the pijrpose of fastening 
the victim, and with sacrificial knives for 
the purpose of cutting his throat. Though 
I never could even form an idea what it 
was to be afraid, I confess, a little kind of 
inquietude passed through my head like a 
vapour, when I remembered, what I hud 
heard respecting the chrystal rock. How- 
ever, no person being in the tent, tliough 

jl3 
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the bed seeped prepared for somebody, I 
approached the Utile palace, and. here the 
first light was thrown upon the sing^ular ad- 
venture in which I was engaged. Chance 
had conducted me to the bathing room. To 
epter it would have been unnecessary, since 
I could distinguish perfecdy wdl through 
.the walls, what was passing within, four ne- 
gresses, more dingy, more flat-rnosed, and 
less dressed, than any to be found in the 
heart of Guinea, surrounded ^ m^Ueha- 
son, in which according to all s^ppearances 
their mistress was waitinc^ for tqy 212x2! to 

begin the adventure. As soon as they per* 
ceived me, these ladies in waiting ranged 
themselves in a line j and immediate the 
admirable Chrystallina stepped out of the 
water with as few clothes on, as it was pos- 
sible to have without being stark naked. 
She remained in the midst of these four 
ugly old toads a considerable time, before th^ 
could find any thing with which to cover her. 
This piece of art did not escape me ; but 
though I conceived, that her complexion 
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must be $een tx> grieiit advantage while con- 
trasted with the horrible figures around her, 
I own^ I was much struck with the dazzling 
whiteness of heir skin ; and I looked with 
contempt up9n the perils of the enterprize 
v)uJe I reflected, thzt this uncommon 
beauty would certainly feel some gratitude 
Jhr the serviice, which I hoped shortly to 
jrender her. 

IRlule such were my reflections, the lady 
-afid her attendants disappeared, I know not 
iu)w. In a few moments after one of the 
•^oegcas^ came to say, that her nustress, 
ihe heavenly Chrystallina, that divinity 
!whom I l]ad just been so fortunate as to see 
t^di^ig, waited fpr me in her apartment, 
where she was just gone to bed, and hopjed, 
that I would make haste to preserve her life 
by my politeness and generosity. Sc^cely 
could I bdieye, ths^^ this message at once 
so flattering and so free, was not sent for 
the purpose of making a jest of me. 

— *^' The adventure may end as it pleases,** 
S^d I to myself, " provided it begins, as 

L 4 
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this obliging ambassadress gives me hoprt 
that it will.'*— • " * 

I followed her with great eagerness, 
anjj on her part she lost no time, I guessed, 
that she was leading me to the tent of Daf- 
rius, and no sooner had I entered^ than it 
was surrounded by a troop of soldiei"s Com- 
pletely armed* The nymph' CKrystaiHna 
desired me to sit down for a moment at her 
bed's head, and being obeyed, she next 
rang a golden bell. Immediately an old man 
appeared, whose beard was at least three 
feet longer than my secretary's : in his left 
hand he held a scythe, and in his right a 
small clock, having placed which on the 
other side of the bed, he retired. To hirti 
succeeded two figures still more extraordi- 
nary. The first was a sort of high-priest, 
respectable from his habit, but of an aspect 
the most ferocious : among his sacred orna- 
ments was included a great butcher's knife, 
which was stuck in his girdle, and his beard 
was even longer than the one, which I had 
just seen. The other was a blacksmith, at 
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leaSjt so I supposed from his having a ham- 
mer, a file, and a bag of nails ; besides this 
he held a brazen hoop, on which was strung 
a variety of rings oif different sorts : this 
hoop he fastened to an iron staple, which 
was fastened to the floor by a broad plate 
of gold. The lady, from whom this mum- 
mery had drawn my attention, novv desired 
me to make the first effort towards her de- 
liverance by bringing her one of those rings : 
that done, the adventure would be accom- 
plished, and I should remain sole master of 
her person and her treasures. These words 
made me examine her again ; but she was 
now too close for me to be as much charmed 
with her, as I had been at first sight. In 
spite of the art which she had used to con- 
ceal her beauty's decay, she seemed to be 
much gone by. I suppose, she thought,, 
that the suspicion of her being painted occa- 
sioned my surprize, for in order to shew me 
that she was n^it, si:e immediately to6k 
great pains to display her arms and bosom. 
This convinced me beyond a doubt, that 
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she was daubed from bead to foot^ and she 
now disgusted xue as much, as she had en- 
chanted 'me on her firstappearance. How- 
ever, as I had promised to undertake this 
adventure, and as all she wanted was one 
of these rings, I advanced towards the 
brazen hoop, on which they were strung. 

— " Hold, my litde friend," said the 
long-bearded archbishop, who now perceiv- 
ed, that I was'armed ; ^^ Hold !" said he in 
Arabic ; ^^ who taught you to appear sword 
in hand in a lady's bed-chamber ? Down 
on your knees, young man, and give me 
that useless weapon without delay/* — 

I cannot describe, magnanimous Emperor, 
the fury, which I felt at hearing thi$ piece 
of insolence. However, I strove to repress 
it, lest I should betray myself into some iopi- 
propriety. 

— " Mr. Parson !" said I, " what you 
have just said, has been dinned into my 
ears by all the rabble of this place ; and I 
now assure you, that if such another speech 
comes out of that bush, which covers your 

1 
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-face, I shall strijke off yoiir head, t^id con-- 
vert it into a scrubbing-brush !"-r- 
In -fiiushing this compUniexU I made my 

.^5wot;d vshistle twice qt thrice al;out his 

,eax8« :I $qon perceived, that ;is all tl^ese 
j^Ianders coade the same request, ,my an- 

.•jlUfrer produced the ^ame effect upon ^yery 
fmepfth^oi', fox* .sdFter ducking jseveral tinxes 
iifider my sword^ i;ny friend the high-prie3t 
4ook -to lus heels, and tfie bj^df^n^ith $d 
•act gtay long behind hiqi* 

No socfoer were they d^^ ted, than I 
halstened to end the adventure by bnnging 
,» Xing to t}ie fairy ChrystalHna, for I.sup- 
ppse^) that I Hught have oqe for the trou- 
ble of talking. But though I possess more 
strength than the gods bestow upon naany* 
it was Tin vain, that I exerted it, and tried 
each ring separately ; not one could I move. 
Piqued at a resistance which I did not ex- 
pect, I redoubled my efforts, but with no 
better success. At length recollecting Alex- 
ander's method of dividing the Gordiati 
knot, I was going to procure one of the 

l6 
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blacksmith's files, when the nymph desired 
me to resume my place near her. 

— " It is flot on exertions of this nature," 
said she, when I had obeyed her, " that nVy 
safety, • and also your own depend. It is 
evident, that as you now eniploy it, no 
strength can obtain for tne one of these 
rings ; however, there is a way of disen- 
gaging them with as much ease, as if tHe 
brazen hoop were open. Take breath, 
while I explain it to you, and in the mean- 
while examine with attention the furniture 
of this tent." — 

I threw my eyes round, and perceived 
besides the clock and the brazen hoop, a 
chrystal wardrobe, and two spinning- whieels. 
The lady perceiving, that I was ready to 
hear her, addressed me in the following: 
manner : ' 
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History of CHRYSTALLINA. 

Nature bekowed on me those sentiments 
of prudence and virtue, which in others are 
Inerely th^ ^iSeCts of education ; but with 
'thdrn I atfso possessed a degree of curiosity, 
which I never could succeed in repressing, 
My^inptl^er, who wished to preserve me in 

-all tfhe'purity of original innocence, suflfered 
nothing male to approach our dwelling. In 
.'a' phOVt time my curiosity had no othef ob- 
ject than the sight of a creature, of whom 

.' t only knew the name. In vain was that 
^reatur^ described to me as a horrihie mon- 

' ster, who would devour me the moment 
that I met his eyes. My curiosity daily 
gtew inore urgent, and at twelve years 
old, it was so violent, that I resolved to 
runaway, and see a man, cost what 'it 

. might. Accordingly, one night when the 
family was buried in sleep, I dropped from 

• xny window rnto the garden, of which I 

2 
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next scaled the wall. I jumped down on tl&e 
other side at the risque of my life ; and all 
this trouble did I take in ^opes of Ending 
an animal, whom I expected to devour me ! 
I jan like a mad thing across Uie pl^s, 
trembling lest I ^ould be pursued sind 
ibrought back ; nor was it till my secwity 
rwas certain, that I sat down under ;( .^bu«h 
to rest myself, and wait for daj^ 

Under this same bush, a young pilgriiP> 
whom the night had surprized^ had abo 
taken shelter. 

This I did not. discover, till the dawB p^« 

mitted me to distinguish the surrounding 

.objects. He woke at the same tinoe with 

me, aiid showed no less surprize, tbm I 

.did on finding himself near me. JEn qnte 

of my curiosity I was then so uninfbina^^ 

ithat I took him for a girl of my own ;age, 

whom I conjectured to be a fpr^iigaer 

•from the difference of her head*dre9S, a^d 

strange xut of her clothes: as to fe^tui^es, 

I thought (thougfli I was quite as hand$Qmc 

thtn as I am now) that the stranger's:£Ke:v{as 
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6van I^mdsomer than my own. For some 
time we examined each other in sUence. 

— ^ iVnuable stranger !** said be j^t lei^gth, 
^^ if you understand my language, d^ign to 
in&rmme, where I can find a woman. My 
father, who inhabits a desert abounding 
with wild beasts, and who has bred me to 
the chace from my childhood, permits my 
engaging bears, :wolves, tigers, 2^d wild- 
boars; but he forbids my trying my strength 
against that most dangerous of animals^ the 
woman^ for he assures me, that nothing 
can defend me against the poison, which it 
carries about it. I begged him to tell me 
how this creature is made, in order that I 
may avoid it, but he would pot oblige tne : 
i then requested, that I might have a young 
one brought up tame in the hoiise, but this 
also yn^ denied me. At length his re- 
peated refusals augmenting my inclination 
to see one of these dragons, about a month 
ago I escaped from my father, and have ever 
since been wandering through the most 
gloomy woods and frightful deserts in hopes 
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of finding this animal. My search has as 
yet been fruitless : but as your dress declares 
you to be a foreigner, should there be any 
women in your country, be so good as to 
tell me, howl.iiiay get a sight of one/* — 

— " And ai*e not you.one yourself?" said I, 
much surprized. — 

— " No. truly !" answered he; " so you 
need not be afraid of me ; and even should 
one happen to pass this way, my bow and 
arrows will be sufficient to protect us." — 

— " But if you are not a woman,*' said I, 
*' what are you ?" — 

— " A man like yourself,** answered 

he. — 

In short, Sir Knight, after much surprize 
and many questions on both sides, our alarm 
was dissipated ; we found what we had 
been seeking, and without my being de- 
voured, or his being poisoned, our curiosity 
was satisfied. 

This discovery pleased us so much, and 
we thought the deceit of our parents sueh 
an affront to our understandings, that ve 
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resolved to return to them no more. Wc 
concealed ourselves for some time in the 
very depth of the forest, persuaded, that a 
strict inquiry would be made after us. We 
knew no other fear than that of being sepa- 
'rztXid ; dnd I submitted wichout difficulty 
during the two or three first days to sub- 
siist on the produce of my companion's chace, 
and to have no other retreat for the night, 
than a tree or a cavern. * 

•Brit my curiosity. was not extinguished'; 
it revived in my solitude, and I grew tired 
cif 'ihy situation. I fancied, that my nevir 
acquaintance was not the only man in the 
world ;- that though he was more beautiful 
dian the day, the world might possibly fur- 
nish somebody tjven more to niy taste ; a!nd 
ihis idea having once got into my head, I 
■took care to ease my heart of it. Accord- 
ingly I proposed to my companion, that we 
should leave the wood, and see a Httle what 
..Was going on elsewhere. He desired nO 
better, and we proceeded together, till Wfe 
wrived at the sea-shore. Neither of us had 
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ever seen that immense element. Tou must 
certainly know, that it is a very striking 
object when beheld for the first time, and 
we were both of us occupied in admiring it^ 
when suddenly its surface was disturbed by 
a sweU, which seemed to extend itsejf fur- 
ther than our eyes could reach. At length 
a dark vapour ascended; which ^t first 
raising itself in the air, grew thicker as it 
fell again, and forming a cloud was driven 
.by a strong gust of wind to the fhce^ where 
we were standing. It wrapped it8e!f roim4 
me like a cloak, and then hurried m^ away 
with it ^1 spite of my lover -s .o:ies, ^whoiQ I 
•was compelled to leave behind. I perceiv^ , 
that I was borne along with gr^t xapidity, 
'but this gave me not tjbe least uneasiness. 
J a^l naturally courageous, and w«|8 Qnly 
angry wt^ the fog, which, I doubted 'not, 
prev^ted .me from, seeing m^ny things wor- 
thy my curiosity. Suddenly it disperse } 
the sea opened, and I w^s s'^i^owed up 
without suffering the least inconvenience. I 
:iiow foHxxfl jmjrself in a ispjudous grottpt or- 
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namented with that infinite variety of shells 
which the sea produces, and enriched with 
enormous pearls, as «well as every sort of 
coral which it conceals within its bosom. 
Before I could look abput me, and recover 
from my surjprize^ I saw the faithful Har- 
jiiana pear me, the same person who brought 
you in the gilded bark from the shores of 
Flprispahan to the chrystal island. 

She was dressed much after the &sIhoiv of 

the attendants of Thetis; that is to say, 

.she w^ hardly drest at all. This by no 

-Micauis sMEt. Aici un tu Huv^ttagc, xor at tn^t 
time she was if possible uglier, than she is 
now. She informed me with a low cour* 
tesy^ that I was welcome to ^n empire, 
whose 'Sovereign had commissioned her to 

show me its wonders, and afterwards to 

I. 

xonduct me where my arrival was an^^iously 
expected. Having said this, she led me to 
a loxig gallery of chrystal, whose joof was 
.wpported by two rows of cohinuis covered 
vnxki coral-branches and mother-of-pearl. 
When we had traversed it, my conductress 
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inquired, whether before I ascended, I chose 
to see the gallery of shipwrecks. Perceiv- 
ing that I did not understand her, she in- 
formed me, that we were then standing un- 
der the Red Sea ; and that this sea being 
the channel, through which by continual 
navigation the treasures of India were con- 
veyed to the other parts of the globe, it fre- 
quently happened, that such as had en- 
riched themselves by long labours, carried 
the fruit of them to the bottom of the sea, 
where the - different presents made by tem- 
pests to the most greedy of elements, were 
carefully collected^ and arranged with order 
in a particular apartment. 

I, who never could deny any thing to mf 
curiosity, eagerly accepted this proposal. 
We now entered a room, where heaps of 
gold, silver, and precious stones met my ' 
eyes on all sides : this saloon was so large, 
that I coiild not conceive, how the whole 
earth had contrived to furnish the immense 
wealth,' which filled • it. Having admired 
this magazine for some time, I vt^as conducted 
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into another still more gratifying to my "cu- 
riosity. This was a chamber less wide but 
much longer than the first. On one side 
were, statues of gold, silver, bronze, and 
marble, with ^ furniture of all kinds, and 
arms of every fashion, either valuable for 
their quality, or exquisite workmz^nship. * 
On the other side of this saloon^ stood a row 
of ^^rdrobes,' oVer each of which' were the* 
portraits of a msin and a woman, with an 
inscription underneath. " The \dr6sses and 
ornaments of these portraits were all of dif- 
fefept countries. I bestowed so much time 
upon.the. first, that the nymph Harpiana in- 
formed me, that her master^s impatience! 
to see me elsewhere, would not admit of- 
my making, so long a stay, as would be ne- 
cessary for my examining the rest. She 
added, that in each wardrobe were the gar- 
ments of those, whose portraits, were on- 
the- outside } that they were all illustrious 
persons of both sexes, who had perished.by 
-shipwreck; and that likenesses had been 
taken of the most distinguished, some hav^^ ^ 
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ing been restored to fife, and others pQunted 
after tfaeir death. 

— *^ For eitample/' said she, •* two and 
twenty years have passed, since I was drown- 
ed in company With the Sultana Fatinia, 
the Grand Signor's £svourite, wh^ was- car- 
rying presents to Meccaw What followed ? 
She was reanimated on account of her un- 
common beauty, and I had the same good 
luck, in order that I might wait upon her* 
The Lord of this island loved hedr passion- 
ately, but all his power and skill could not 
long preserve her from the g^asp of death ; 
at the end of six months she W2& carried off 
by the small-pox, the only mdady, ever 
which my master has no power. That is 
her portrait," added she, " and her 'dothes 
are in the same wardrobe/* — 

She opened it, and showed them to me ; 
nothing could be more splendid and elegant. 
While I examined them, dhe considered toe 
with no less attention* 

~" It is the very thing!" said she; 
** your dress is unworthy of your person. 
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and the Stiltana's w31 be much mors strit- 
able. One would,' think, they were made 
for you ; I haVe already measured you with 
my eye, and on these points I never am 
mistaken."-^-;^ 

The proposal was accepted. No sooner 
way i dressed, than my lady in waiting 
thought me so lovely, that she pressed me 
to hapten to take command of the empire, 
6f which I was soon to be mistress, and 
with which I could not fiil to be enchanted. 

— =^* You wUl there see the genius of 
Genii," continued she, " and will see him 
at your feet." — 

— " Shah*t i see a man too f interrupt- 
ed L— 

This question surprised her a little ; but 
before she could reply, my demand Was an- 
swered by the appearance of the personage 
whom she had mentioned, this genius of 
(jremi himself in his &^n person. Impiatient 
to examine his new acquisition, be had 
^hspofted himself (though how I know 
iiot) to the place where we were, instead of 
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vv'aiting for us above, as his dignity jre* 
quired. His looks surprized without alarm* 
ing me ; though his make was very different 
from the pilgrim's, whom I had found un- 
der the bush, I had not the least doubt of 

9 

his being a man. It is true, the other was 
mucli handsomer, but then the other was 
not lialf so large. Reflecting therefore in 

■ ■ ■ ■ « 

my own mind, that man, of w^hom I had 
heard such terrible things, was an animal 
in his kind so excellent, I concluded, that 
the more there was pf him, tJiQ l^ttgr he 
must be : this idea induced me, the first 
compliments being over, to accept the offers 
of the Genius, so ignorant was I at that 
time, that it was necessary to preserve ap- 
pearances. 

,This ceremony, the only one used in our 
marriage, being over, he gave me his hand 
(or rather his paw, for it was covered with 
Ipng hair to the very tip of his fingers), and 
aided me in ascending a magnificent stair- 
case. We stopt not, till we found ourselves J ^ 
on t*he same chrj^stal rock, which you tra- 
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Tersed in your way hkher. Thenge I was 
conducted to this island, and our marriage 
was celebrated in this paviilion. J was soon 
<Usgusted with my new bargain, for the 
Genii are in general a yery whimsical,, cruel, 
ill-made sort of people, and above all are 
abominably addicted to witchcraft. ITiough 
niy spouse was naturally fickle, to me he 
was so eternally faithful and so insupport- 
ably foi^dy that I was ready to die of vex* 
ation. To this constancy he united an ex- 
travagant degree of jealousy, though of a 
kind quite peculiar to himself: he wished 
every body to admire me j but it made him 
violently angry, if he suspected tne of in- 
spiring any more tender sentiments than ad- 
mfration. He looked on me as a treasure, 
of which he was resolved ' to be the sole 
possessor ; but he by no means chose to be 
the only person, who could estimate that 
treasure's real value. 

I passed my time very disagreeably with 
this wretch, whose caprices constrained 
and whose fondness disgusted me. Harpiana 

VOL. II. M 
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was my only consolation. She warned me 
tx) conceal an aversion, which her master and 
tn'me (dttl as, he was) might at length dis- 
cover ; and she advised me by redoubled 
complaisance to persuade him, that I was 
distractedly in love >\ith him, both on ac- 
count of his personal and mental accomplish- 
ments ; by which means I should find it an 
easy task to dupe him, whenever Ifound 
a proper opportunity. 

I took her advice j and I soon established 
myself so perfectly in the confidence of the 
Genius my spouse, that by degrees I became 
the mistress of his dearest secrets. Among 
other things, he informed me, that there 
were only three enchanters in the whole 
universe, whose power was equal to his 
own ; that all three were his inveterate ene- 
mies ; that each of them possessed a magic 
spinning-wheel, which in order t6 "render 
them his slaves, it was necessary to put into 
the hands of the three most beautiful prin- 
cesses in the world; and that as soon as 
these beauties should have spun long enough 
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to make a cord able to reach from the top of 
the loftiest mountain to the surface of the 
sea, he should attain the utmost summit of 
his wishes. But till this desirable event 
could be accomplished, he was in danger 
of losing the talisman, in which consisted 
the whole powet of his enchantments. How- 
ever, he added, this talisman was a mystery. 
so well concealed, that there did not exist 
a human being, who had the most distant 
suspicion of its nature. 
. He had no sooner said this, than I was 
dying to know, in what this talisman con-^- 
sisted; and I flattered him. so adroitly, and 
timed my caresses so well, that at length I 
became possessed of a secret, which till thea 
he had concealed with the greatest caution 
from every one. 

4 

- From the little toe of one .of his feet he 
suddenly displayed a monstrous . and terrific 
' nail^ or rather claw, which he had the power 
of hiding at will, after the manner of lions. 
He then informed me, that so long as this 
nail remained attached to his person, so long 

M 2 
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was he invincible ; and that even in case of 
its beilig separated, it would be easy for 
him to 'rejoin it, and thus preserve his 
power undiminished, unless before he could 
produce it, some one should swallow the 
whole separated limb down to the nail in 
question/ He told me besides, (for he was 
disposed to tell me every thing, so perfectly 
was he fascinated by my caresses,) that he 
' had contrived to insinuate himself so artfuUy 
into the society of the possessors of these 
important spinning-wheels, that two of them 
were already the reward of his exertions ; but 
that these were of little use, unless he could 
gain possession of the third, which of all the 
three was the point most difficult to compass. 
Upon receiving this mark of confidence 
I displayed such unbounded gratitude, that 
my husband knew not by what means to 
express to me his delight and satisfaction 
sufficiently. — Perceiving that the sky was 
overcast, and that the winds were beginning 
to whistle, he transported me to the sum- 
mit of the chrystal-rock, in order that I 
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might enjoy the entertainment of some ship- 
wreck or other, which (he doubted not} 
,woul4 be the iruits of the approaching 
storm. He^ told me, .that it was from the 
top of this rock, th^t he discoveted me for 
the first time, and caused his spirits to, ^arr y 
meofffrom,t;he shqriss of the ocean.. He 
then put into my hand a telescope^i^ not so 
long as n^y finger,^ s^pd yet so m^racmlously 
power&d that I could make out the^most 
diminutive objects as distinctly, as. if they^ 
had been close to n(>y feet. 

I had no sooner placed the instcumfsnt to 
-my eye^ than I bdield; a vessel in the open 
sea, the whole crew;., of which seen\ed to 
be already in extreme terror at; the $torm 
which threatened them, a single kni^t ex- 
cepted. The face of tl's stranger was to 
the &li as beautiful as that, of n>y little pil* 
grim, and lus size was almost as ^yanta* 
geous as that of my great IxxAy, the Genius. 
Suddenly, the storm became so violent that 
the vessel was swallowed up by the waves, 
whose fixry conspired with the raging of the 

k3 
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winds. Not a man of the whole crew es- 
caped, except that stranger, who had already 
fixed my observationj, and \vho still dis- 
puted his life against the assaults of the 
hostile billows with efforts almost incre- 
dible. 

The degree of interest and compassion, 
with which this sight inspired me, was such, 
that I was almost out of my senses. The 
Genius thought that my transports were 

* occasioned by the excessive delight, which 
I received from this species of entertainment^ 
and was the better pleased with me. He 
told me, that what* I- had' seen was nothing, 
and that he would furnish ihe v/itH a 'much 
superior kind of amusement : with' this as- 

- surance, he placed me trj a small car lipoii 
wheels, taking hiti seat beside me. It was 
not without eisperiencihg some uneasy sen- 
sations, that I felt this machine put itself in 
motion, and precipitate us from a place, 
which I fancied to be the loftiest upon earth, 
into an abyss whose depth I trembled' to 
measure. However, I had 'not time fofr 
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many reflections : In an instant I found my- 
self in the chrystal-gallery ; we had en- 
tered it at the same place, by which I pene- 
trated into it on my first arrival. ,From 
this gallery we could see distinctly every 
thing which passed, as far as the surface of 
the sea ; that is, when the sea is calm, for 
at that time it. was too much agitated to- 
permit my distinguishing any thing. 

Some time after, we were informed, that 
the tempest had produced nothing but a 
amall bark, ten or twelve mariners, some 
naval stores, and a horse of value. The 
Genius • my spouse having cast his eyes oa 
these poor wretches, gave it as his opinion^ 
that such sorry knaves were not worth the 
trouble of re-animating ; he then begged my 
pardon for having given me an amusement 
so little worthy my attention ; and to re- 
compense me for my trouble in coming so 
far fot.it, ht suffered me to . esiamine that 
magazine at lieisure, on which -at my first 
visit I had only been allowed time to cist 
a passing glaDkce.-— This was an employment 
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exactly suited to my natural curiosity ; and 
after examining the portraits and various 
habits of those, whose spoils were deposited 
in the chrystal wardrobes, I found infinite 
entertainment in perusing the •histories of 
their owners. Charmed with the attention 
with which I examined these different re- 
liques, the Genius would gladly have multi* 
plied his treasures and his curiosities, solely 
for the purpose of furnishing me with a- 
musement; for to say the truth, though he 
was immoderately jealous, he was by no 
means disobliging. On the contrary, you 
could not have found a Genivis lA the 
whole world more easy to live with, ex- 
• cept when the tender passion was con- 
cefned. 

He left me in the magazine, the faith- 
ful Harpiana being commissioned to explain 
to me such points, as would otherwise have 
been utiintelligit^; I was gratified by this per- 
mission to prolong my examination of the 
wardrobes andtheircontents,foritwas seldom, 
that be would trust me put of his sig^ i 
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and when he did leave me for a few mi- 
nutes to myself, it was only for the pur- 
pose of preparing for me some entertain- 
ment or other, which sometimes astonished^ 
but never was able to please me. 

I cannot tell you, how ardently I wish- 
ed, that the sea would bring to us dead 
or alive that unfortunate stranger, wha 
alone had survived for a few minutes the 
shipwreck, in which his companions had 
perished. I had the greatest desire ta ^ 
take a nearer view of a man, wha even 
at such a distance had appeared so charm- 
ing ; for I have already told you, to what 
In excess I am governed by curiosity!! 
However, it was in vain, that I raised my 
eyes every moment to the surface of the 
waters;. The calm, which now smoothed 
them, still offered nothing interesting to 
my sight ; and my husband^s messengers,. 
wha examined every part of thesurrounfling 
abysses, returned without discovering more„ 
tham the miserable remains of the shipr- 
wrecked vesseU 

u S 
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The entertainment, prepared for me by 
the Genius, detained us in the chrystal 
gallery the whole of that night. The next 
day, we amused ourselves with fishing for 
dolphins on the coast of the chrystal-island. 
Nothing can be more diverting . than this 
mode of fishing. 

A band of excellent musicians, (perhaps 
the best to be found in the universe, as 
well in point of voice as instruments) was 
on board the vessel, by which you. Sir 
Knight, were conveyed hither. As soon as 
it reached the open sea, the music struck up 
in perfect harmony. The dolphins, who of 
the whole fishy tribe have the most curiosity, 
came flocking from all quarters round the 
glittering bark, in order that they might 
have a nearer view of it ; and as they have 
a still more decided taste for music than 
even for shows, they followed the concert, 
in profound, silence, without petceivirtg (so 
attentive were they to the sweet sounds) that 
the bark insensibly conducted them into Oi 
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long chain of nets, which lined the whole 
extient of the shore. 

However, this adventure did not produce 
any very bad consequences to them : it only 
cost a few of the most beautiful their liberty. 
The Genius ordered them- to be deposited in 
some superb reservoirs, where he amused 
himself with superintending the educatioa 
of these illustrious fish. 

When the bark returned for the third 
time with its capture, one of the fishermen 
came to inform us, that in this last hawl he 
really believed,, that they had caught the 
king of the dolphins ; so heavy were their 
nets,and so brilliant were the variegated scales, 
which they saw sparkling through the^Sva-r 
ter. — But- what was my surprise, when Jfit^ \ 
stead of this magnificent fish which- wev e^*^ ' 
pected, I saw enveloped in the nets the very 
same stranger, whose composuire 4uring t he- 
tempest, and. whose courageous exertions- 
afterwards, I had witnessed with such admi-^ * 
ration : the armour, in which he was arrayed,, 
was enamelled with gold, and azure, and 

M 6 



.>* 



f52 ' THE FOUR FACARDINS. 

ornamented with an infinite number of 
precious stones of all kinds and colours. 

The Genius my husband, who knew no- 
thing about generosity, immediately ordered 
the fishermen to despoil him of his brilliant 
arms, and then cast him b)u:k again into 
the sea.— J looked round for my faithful 
Harpiana to implore her by looks, that she 
would find some means of evading the ex- 
ecution of this command : but she was not 
to be seen, and I was on the point of inter- 
fering myself, when we were informed, that 
the stranger still possessed some remains of 
fife. Upon this, the Genius, who wished to 
learn his. history, in order that it might be 
enj*raved upon the wardrobe in which his 
spoils were to be deposited, ordered his atten- 
dants to assist in recovering hrm. — ^1 o rescue 
his life was to preserve mine^ so warmly did 
compassion interest me in his behalf. The 
succour, which wjtt given him, proved so 
tfEcacious,. that he soon opened his^ eyes, 
recovered hi» spirits, and was upon his legs 
in l^ than an hour. 
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The sight of the Genius appeared to sur- '^■ 
prize, but not to alarm him. He easily 
comprehended, that every thing, which he 
saw in these enchanted regions, belonged to 
this extraordinary figure- He cast his eyes 
upon me, but instantly turned them away 
again, aware, that both of us were in the 
power of one, who was near enough to ob- 
serve all his actions : what eflfect this single 
look produced upon the stranger, I cannot 
pretend to say ; but as to myself, it did my 
business effectually ! He now returned my 
husband thanks for the assistance, which 
he had just received, in a pnianner, which ' 
without having any thing degrading or ser- 
vik, was full of gratitude and insinuation. 
It quite softened the Genius. For my part, 
this compliment appeared to me so ingenious, 
that I ahnost fainted away through admi- 
ration. ^ 

The stranger now proceeded (\iithout 
giving us time to question him) to inform 
us, that his desire to atchieve so famous an- 
undertaking, had induced him to embark 
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at the port of Florispah'an, for the purpose of 
visiting the Court of MousseQina the Serious ; 
less indeed from any inclination excited by her 
reputed beauty, than on account of the glory 
to be acquired in an adventure so perilous : 
that on the fourth day of his voyage a 
dreadful tempest had destroyed his vessel 
and all his attendants, without his being 
able to comprehend by what means he had 
been brought near enough to these hospi- 
table shores, to receive assistance ; and final- 
ly, that he should feel but little regret at 
having teen shipwrecked, since this trifling 
accident had been the means of his reaching 
the dominions of the most magnificent and 
best-made sovereign in the universe, if it 
were not that he saw a woman in his com- 
pany, of all creatures upon earth' the 
one, for which he had the greatest an- 
tipathy. 

This speech, aided by the stranger's agree- 
able manners, could not fail to be well 
received by my Genius, for the brute was- 
no less greedy of flattery, than subject to 
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alousy ; and from that moment he took 
ich delight in the stranger's conversation^ 
lat he could not exist without him. On 
le other hand, the stranger affected to shun 
le on all occasions ; nay, when the Genius 
who seldom quitted me) desired him to 
)in our party, he always turned his back 
owards me, and during the whole time 
hat he remained with us, never addressed 
o^me a single syllable of his conversation. 
rhis behaviour made me quite desperate ; , 
or the more that such marked unpoliteness 
proved that he detested me, the more 
lesirous was I of pleasing him. The Genius 
vas ready to die with laughing, when he 
law the constraint, which his guest seemed to 
iufferin rfiy presence. He sometimes rated 
bim severely for his aversion to a sex, which 
makes the whole happiness of mankind, 
and repeated, till he was hoarse, the assur- 
ance, that if the knight would but once look 
me full in the face, he was persuaded, that 
his aversion would be overcpme.^ 

The very idea was sufficient to make the 
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stranger run away from the place where I 
was, as if something most horrible had been 
proposed to him» At last, so much impor* 
tunity was used with him, that be consented 
to look at me once, on condition, that he 
should never be asked ^ second time. Nor 
did I neglect to make a great many objecti* 
ons ; as well to mark to the stranger, how 
much his conduct had displeased me, as to 
impose upon my husband by the appearance 
of extreme delicacy : so that the Genius was^ 
obliged to hold my head forcibly between 
both his hands, to prevent my avoiding 
the glances of his favourite.. Oh ! if 1 had 
avoided them, how much I should have 
lost! While my jolter-head of a Genius 
laboured with both his body and soul ta 
give his friend a fair look at his wife^s charms,, 
the eyes of the charming stranger were 
doing their duty : they assured me^ that he 
was dying for love of me, and that all these 
marks of antipathy were assumed.^ This first 
scene over, its inventor exultingly enquir- 
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ed, what effect the sight of me had pro- 
duced upon his guest ? 

. — " An effect so disagreeable,** answered 
he, '' that if it were to happen frequently, 
I should utterly lose my senses ! I even 
doubt, whether in the violence of my deliri- 
um, the goddess, your wife, would herself 

' be secure ag^nst my transports !**— * 

I thought I understood the meaning of 
these threats, and from that moment I felt 
the greatest inclination to see myself the 
object of one of these frantic fits ; and all 
this through pure curiosity ! 
r The Genius, however, was exceedingly 

. surprised to find, that the sensibility of the 
stranger's heart, instead of yielding on this 
trial, had only been converted into frenzy. 
He told him, that he was resolved to carry 
the -point ; that he would prove to him, that 
i, woman like me was not a person to be 
despised; and that since the charm of my 
face had failed to produce the expected ef- 
fect, those of my whole person, from head 
to £oot^ must be called in to their assistance* 
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Was it possible. Sir Knight, for a jealoni 
husband to carry his extravagance further ? 
Our charming guest appeared to change I 
colour at this declaration, and requested per- ] 
mission to depart that instant, since he 
preferred lea\'ing the island, rather than ^ 
consent to give proofe of his complaisance 
so extremely disagreeable. The better to 
deceive him, the stupid Genius. gave him a 
promise, that in future he should be let 
alone, and that no further mention shotild 
be made of me and my charms^ since 
he was so horror-struck at a proposal, whiUi 
he would not have made to any othfer maa 
in the universe. — But all these assurances 
(as I said before) were ^ only made for the 
purpose of deceiving his frjend the. more 
artfully; and this was the plan, which he 
adopted. - 

He caused a cabinet of chrystal to be 
made, exactly similar to that which you see 
yonder. He placed it in the magazine of Ji 
shipwrecks among the others, after covering 
it with a curtain of green taffety embroidered 



THE FOUR FACARDINS. 259 

with gold. This done, he disclosed his plan 
to. me, which was to shut me up stark 
naked in the cabinet ; but for fear of ac- 
ddents^he took care, that no one but him- 
self should be able to let me out. I was 
ready to die witli desire to communicate this 
fine project to the stranger ; but I never 
could contrive it, so eternally was I teased 
by the presence of my everlasting Genius. 
But as the stranger had more wit and 
penetration than all the strangers in the 
world put together, Ihave no doubt j but he 
piessed something of this premeditated 
iurprise, and you will soon see the conse- 
fences. 

' EV'ef y thing being prepared for this new 
itcne, the Genius, in order to bring it about 
die more naturally, thought proper to ask 
his illustrious giiest, whether according to 
the usage of other knight errants, he had 
not provided himself with armour previous 
to his setting out on his expedition. The 
other replied, that he well remembered 
being completely accoutred on the clay of 
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his shipwreck i but he was ignorant wl 
had since become of his arms, his swo 
only excepted, which those, who foui 
him, had kindly left in his possession. 

— *' Well then !" said the Genius ; « i 
morrow I will show you the only place 
the island, which you have not yet -se 
since your arrival here. Perhaps, this pb 
may afford you some news of your armov 
at any rate, you will see something or oti 
well deserving your attention. I will les 
you alone there, lest my presence sho^ 
oblige you to hurry over the examination 
many rarities, which ought to be revised 
leisure ; and I would lay a wager that y 
never saw any thing mpre curibus, than wl 
is contained in the glass cases, which y 
will find ornamented with portraits, a 
inscribed with the names of those wh< 
they represent.'*-^ • 

— ^^ And I would lay a wager," replied t 
stranger, " that there is not among- 
those namei^ a name half so curious as i 
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-*•** And pray then/' ** enquired the 
j^eniiis, ^ what nukes this name of yours 
o curious ?" — 

-^** Its novelty," he ans\vered ; " I am 
ailed Facardin, and I do not believe, there 
s another person of that name to be found 
Q the universe." — 

— ** Oh ! as to that, I am quite of your 
pinion," said the Genius j " but my good 
riend Facardin (since Facardiri, is your 
lame,) in every othe^r respect, I am sure, that 
ou will be quite of mine."— - 

The next day, my jealous spouse locked 
oe up with his own hands in the chrystal 
abinet. I was in the state which I before mne* 
ioned ; and the Genius failed not to expa- 
iate upon the astonishment, which the sight 
)f me would give the stranger, and the 
imu6ement which I should receive in wit- 
nessing his consternation. I was quite in 
despair to find, that the cabinet was trans- 
l^-ent to no purpose, since there was no 
po^ibility of unlocking it, either from with- 
in, or from without. The curtain was drawn. 
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i>efore it ; and now the Genius withon 
of time conducted his guest into the ; 
ment, where I was inclosed, and acco 
to his promise immediately left him to 
self. 

In spite of my vexation at findin] 
self shut up without any means of esa 
my heart palpitated with' impatience, p 
pally from reflecting, that while occupi 
examining the other glass-cases, the 
some Facardin might pass mine ov€ 
might not think of drawing away th 
tain, by which I was concealed. Bu 
uneasiness was soon removed : he 
directly towards it; and without 1 
the time which my brute expected hi 
bestow upon the survey of the rest, he 
away the curtain, and appeared so much 
med with the manner in which I was pr 
ed before him, that after a few unay 
efforts to free me in a more peaceable mz 
in two blows of his sword he brok 
fragile prison into a thousand pieces. 

As he did not intend to render ib 
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ice without reward, and as my heart 
filled with a decent sense of gratitude, 
:uriosity confined itself to those wonders, 
«e knowledge had been forced upon him 
I so much perseverance ; mine too was 
erfectly satisfied, that I thought, the whole 
it of all the pilgrims and all the Geniuses 
er the sun, must certainly be contained 
le onlyFacardin, whom the universe could 
iuce. We soon arranged the characters, 
ch it was necessary for us to play, in 
er to account for the demolition of the 
Iriet, and . we ' settled our proceedings for 
future : though this last precaution was 
te useless, as you will soon see. 
The charming stranger now took his 
iliant arms from the place, in which I told 
[1, that they had been deposited : arrayed 
them, he seiemed to be the God Mars, 
lO^ quitting the Queen of Beauty, carried 
ay with him all the loveliness of her son* 
Jready mentioned, that he was almost as 
I as the Genius ; but this towering stature 
s by no meaas a disadvantage, wh^ ac- 
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companied by such admirable proportion of 
limbs. He now left the saloon of shipwrecks, 
his sword in his hand* The Genius was 
extremely surprized at seeing him in com- 
plete armour ; but he was much more so, 
when after complaining bitterly of the trick 
which had been played him, he proceeded to 
tell him, that as soon as he had removed 
the green curtain, and seen behind it the 
statue of a woman without doathes, he was 
so much shocked, that in the first move- 
ments of his indignation he broke the niche 
in pieces, and was afraid, tlut he had done 
the statue some injury by a heavy bbw, 
which he had given it with his sword. 

Nothing more was necessary to frighten 
my amorous Genius almost out of his senses, 
and without replying he ran to my assistance. 
When he arrived, he found me extended 
upon the floor, and apparently in a swoon. 
However, on seeing that I had not received 
any wound, his fears were tranquillized} 
and as soon as I did him the favour of com- 
ing tQ myself, he laughed ready to split his 
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sides at the recital, which I gave of the 
stranger's fury, and of the terrible fright 
into which his brutal behaviour had thrown 
me. However, he was by no means pleased, 
that his guest had not given himself sufE* 
cient time to examine the whole catalogue 
of my perfections, before he broke the chry- 
stal cabinet; for my husband's ruling ab- 
surdity was an anxiety to make the whole 
world know the value of a treasure, of 
which he was hims^]f the sole possessor. I 
could read in his countenance the determi- 
nation to bring us together again by some 
new stratagem : but fortune ordered things 
difierentlj^. From that day, the charming 
Facardin was jiot to be found, either on the 
idand which we inhabited, nor on the chry- 
^zi rock, though during a whole month 
both were searched for him with the great- 
est diligence. 

The vexation, which his loss occasioned 
me, was* so violent that I was scarcely to be 
known for the same person. The merit of 
him, whose absence I regretted, was of 

VOL, II. N 
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Itself sufficient to produce this eflfect upon 
me; still I fancy, that curiosity had a' still 
greater influence ; and I strove in vain to 
console myself for having lost the opportu- 
nity of ascertaining, whether this stranger 
would have been as agreeable in a second 
interview, as I had found him in a first. As 
tlie complaisance of my Genius was quite 
inexhaustible, the ennui, to which hie saw 
me a prey, afflicted him extremely. He 
took it into his head^ that change of air 
would be good for me, and that in order to 
amuse me and restore me to my former 
state of health, nothing would conduce so 
much as travelling. I was delighted with 
the plan j but I was not equally well pleased 
with the precautions, which accompanied 
its execution. He caused a chrystal cabinet 
to be made similar to that, in which I had 
already been inclosed ; it is the same, wluch 
you see yonder. He shut me up (but for 
this time with my cloaths on), took me upon 
his shoulders, and commenced his travels 
by traversing the bottom of the ocean. Oc- 
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caeionally we landed to repose ourselves, and 
take refreshments in the most delightful 
spots, which the shores aflbrded. On these 
occasions he never failed to let me out of 
my glass-case, and resting his head upon my 
lap, he generally sank into such profound 
sleep, that I had the greatest difliculty to 
rouze him, when it was time to recommence 
our journey, 

I had flattered myself at setting out, that 
during my travels fortune might enable me 
to gain some intelligence of the excellent 
Facardin; but on this head I obtained no* 
kind of satisfaction : and as I was out of all 
patience at being of no other use in the 
world, than to serve this brute Of a Genius 
for a bolster, I called to my succour that 
curiosity, with which Nature has so plenti-. 
fully endowed me. It suggested to me the 
* doubt, " whether I could possibly contrive to 
deceive a jealous husband, who always car- 
ried me upon his back well packed up when 
he was awake, and who when he was sleep- 
ing, always slept upon my lap?'* I answered 



I I 
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my curiosity, " that I would immediately 
satisfy it, whether the thing was practicable, 
or not." With this view I tried, whether I 
could manage to draw my knees from under 
his ugly head. Finding that I effected this 
without the least difficulty, and that I could 
go whither I pleased, for whole hours to- 
gether without his ever stirring from the 
place where I had left him, I seized the 
very first opportunity of trying, whether I 
could not carry the remainder of my project 
into eflFect. I succeeded ; and this appeared 
to me so amusing, as well from the singular- 
ity of the thing as for the gratification of my 
vengeance, that my curiosity (which was 
always fertile in novel ideas) persuaded me 
to persevere in these innocent trials of my 
5kill in artifice, till I arrived at the hundredth 
infidelity. I guest, that I should find infinite 
entertainment in the different excuses and 
cowardly terrors of those, whom the pre- 
sence of the Genius, would of course inspire 
with extreme alarm. I always carried with 
me yonder hoop, which you see loaded 
3 
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with ring^; they belonged to the persons^ 
who assisted me in tricking the vigilance o£ 
the Geniu;?, and of whom there was. not 
one, who was not heartily terrified-^ Biit 
above all, the two last were the most cow- 
ardly chicken-hearted knaves, that I ever 
met with in the course of my existence. 

--^*^ Trebizonde, my good friend,** cried 
the Sultan, interrupting him, " what W2ls 
that you said last ?" — 

"Mighty Lord,** replied the Prince, "I 
said, that the virtuous Chrystallina informed 
me, that having carried her adventure as 
far as the ninty-eighth, she received the two 
last rings, which completed the hundred, 
from two poor cowardly devils, who almost 
expired through fright/' — . 

— " She lied V said the' Sultan ; " but go 
on with your history : we will discuss that 
point another thne," — 

In obedience to his Sovereign's commands 
the Prince of Trebizonde proceeded to state, 
that the Nymph of the Rock continued her 
narrative as follows : 

n5. 
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— ^^ The hoop being now furnished with 
the complete number of rings, which I had 
resolved to accumulate, I grew weary* of 
playing tricks to an animal so jealous and so 
stupid, and I determined to find some new 
entertainment for my curiosity. But For- 
tune, who had favoured me sO long, turned 
her back upon me^ when I was least pre- 
pared. 

We had returned home four months and 
a few minutes j and I was not sorry to find 
myself in a prison less narrow than that, 
in which I was confined during my travels. 
The rock of chrystal, the pavillion in which 
we are at present, and the palace of ship- 
wrecks, were all places whose variety presen- 
ted me at every turn with the most unusual 
charms : but above all the rest, the saloon 
which contained the chrystal cabinets, was 
the most agreeable to me, on account of its 
recalling the recollection of the admirable 
Facardin. One day I had shut myself up 
in it with Harpiana, in order that we might 
talk of that regretted hero without inter- 
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niption. Harpiana had never seen him ;' 
but being entirely in my interests, she was 
extremely anxious to obtain a sight of 
him, charmed with the wonders which I 
related, both respecting his person, and the 

* 

very genteel manner, in which he conducted 
himself towards me. 

We were quite at a loss^ how to obtain 
any intelligence of-him : for though she had 
an infinity of sense, and my curiosity fur- 
nished me with a thousand expedients, still 
we never could eflfect.our purpose, surround- 
ed as we were on all sides by thfe ocean. 

— " If we had but a sword,** said she, ** I 
would go in pursuit of him myself."-— 

— *^ And why is a sword so necessary V* 
I inquired. 

—* ^Because,** replied Harpiana, "the golden 
bark is the only vessel to be found here ; and 
.this always remains motionless, except when 
the Genius himself touches it with his wand> 
or when any person enters it, sword in hand. 
Now as we have neither the one nor the other^ 

*i 4 



272. THE FOUR FACARDINS- 

it IS useless for us to think about the golden 
bark.*'— 

I know not, what I intended to do with the 
rings, of which I had made such a fine col- 
lection : but it happened, that I always car- 
ried them about me, without ever thinking 
of examining them. One. day, I took it in- 
to my head to satisfy this unlucky curiosity, 
and while I was thus employed, the Genius 
surprized me. 

I was extremely confused. My embar- 
rassment appeared suspicious to my husband. 
He was astonished at the number of the rings, 
and asked me, how 1 came by them. As I 
observed the strange and sudden alteration 
of his countenance, I was thoroughly aware, 
that this question was dictated by the true 
spirit of jealousy ; and as there is no animal 
in the whole world so ugly and so terrible, 
as a jealous husband who asks questions, I 
threw myself at his feet without delay, and 
requested his forgiveness of a- crime, which 
I had not committed, in order to conceal 



THE FOUR FACARDINS. 273 ' 

* 

from him the fault, of which I was really 
guilty. Accordingly, I confest, tliat I had 
stolen them from the cabinets, in which the 
spoils of persons shipwrecked were depo- 
sited. 

This confession augmented his suspicions ; 
for he had himself laid all those rings aside 
in another place, and he was certain, that 
there were not above fifteen of them or 
twenty at most ; while on the hoop which 
he had taken away from me, the num- 
ber amounted to a full hundred. He exa- 
mined them one after another, without find- 
ing what he was in search of. However, I. 
v/as so frightened after the detection of my 
first lie, that I scarcely knew what I said 
afterwards ; and he at length guest so dex- 
terously all the circumstances of my trans- 
gressions, that he pronounced my sentence 
upon the spot. He condemned me to Be 
burnt alive at the end of a year, unless in 
the course of it I couW find some adven- 
,turep, who would remove from the brazen 
hoop ia a single night all the rings, which I 

n5 
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had acquired during the whole of my tra. 
vels. Np human effort could get them off 
except one after another ; and it was only 
in the same manner by which they were ob- 
taiued, that they could be made to move 
" from the places, in which before the trial 
was made, the Genius took care to fasten 
them. 

Such was the monster^s decree ! His ser- 
vants were charged to see it executed. He 
disappeared himself, being engaged by some 
undertaking, whpse nature I have forgot- 
ten. Ever since, I have sought for a person, 
who by rendering me so slight a service, 
would save my life ; but all those, whom 
the grolden bark has conducted hither, have 
basely^ refused to try the adventure. I al- 
ways hoped, that among those vi^hose suc- 
cours HarjMana implored without intermis- 
sion, she might at length meet with the in- 
vincible Facardin. He, I am persuaded, 
would accomplish this adventure ; but in 
vain have I flattered myself with these fond 
hopes } Fortune refuses him to my prayers, 
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and hitherto has only conducted to this pa* 
villion the miserable wretches,, who prefer- 
red the occupation and dress, in which you 
saw them, for the remainder of their effemi- 
nate existence, rather than even hear of the 
enterprize in question, after they had seen 
me come out of the bath. Doubtless, you 
are already informed of the other condi- 
tions, and of every thing which relates to 
them. Time presses ; you are informed of 
the whole affair j it is now only necessary to 
know your determination, in order that the 
clock may be set : for twelve hours only are 
allowed you to finish the. adventure. Yet 
surely to judge by your appearance, to so 
valiant a Knight twelve hours will be more 
than sufficient, and I shall eternally confess 
myself indebted to you for my life.*' — 

Such was the narrative of the modest 
Chrystallina ; such was the proposal, with 
which she finished it, and my answer was 
word for word, as follows : — 

— " Fair lady, I prpmise to do all in my 

K 6 
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power to deliver, or at least to assist you. 
My object is to fight your enemies, not to 
make love to yourself. Without vanity, I 
may say, that I should find it as easy to 
finish this adventure in another way, as by 
the force of arms : btit as glory invites me 
to employ my sabre, and as your beauty, all 
wonderful as it is, does not tempt me to 
display my prowess in any other manner, I 
shall immediately cut myself a passage 
through yoTir butcher, your clock-maker, 
your blacksmith, your female Moors, your 
convenient Harpiana, her hideous compa- 
nions, and the whole mob of your spinning 
ragga-muffins. Now^ihen, make up your 
mind, whether you will accompany me, or 
n'^t. Ifyouchuse to share my fortunes, I 
will save you from the perils, with whidi 
you are menaced, at the hazard of my life. 
On the other hand, if you prefer remaining 
here, in order that you may betray me, I 
give you my word of honour, that in. case 
of my being attacked, the first head which 
I cut off, shall come from your shoulders.**— 



I 
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The lady between the sheets seemed al- 
most frightened out of her senses at this 
threat. She sprang out of bed, embraced 
my knees, and assured me, that she desired* 
nothing better, than to follow me through 
the world. HOwever> she implored me to 
listen to her advice, which would facilitate 
my enterprize. She then returned to her 
bed, and told' me, that she was going to 
ring the bell at three different times : that 
at the first tingle, the person, whose busi- 
ness it was- to set the clock, would not. fail 
to make his appearance, in order to perform 
his oflice ; that at the second, the locksmith, 
would arrive to see how many rings were 
already taken off from the brazen hoop; 
and that at the third, the sacrificer with the 
long-beard would come running to release 
me, in case I had accomplished the adven- 
ture, or (supposing me to be found unable 
to complete it) to deliver me over to his 
servants, till he had leisure to flay me him- 
self : that these three personages were the 
most distinguished, the most cruel, and the 
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most dangerous of all those, wiiom the Ge* 
nius her husband had left to guard her and 
execute his orders ; and that having enticed 
them into the pavillion one after another 
in the manner which she had just explained, 
I should be able to do with them whatever 
might seem to me the best to be done. — : 

— ''But still," continued she, "though you 
are suftlciently convinced, that violent means 
cannot enable you to open the enchanted 
hoop, you may have some doubts, whether 
gentle methods would or would not be more 
effectual. Therefore, if you like it, you 
may satisfy your curiosity in this re^ct, 
before you have recourse to the other extre- 
mity.*' — 

— " My curiosity?'' said I; *^ Ring, ring, 
my Lady Chrystallina ; my disposition is 
not quite so curious as yours." — 

— " I never heard a better thing in my 
life !'* cried the Sultan ; " that is exactly what 
I should have said myself in your situation ; 
for the more that women are curious, the 
more it behoves us Men to show, that wfe 
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are exempt from such a weakness !— But 
pray, go on ; your narrative b so entertain- 
ing, that I could pas$ all my life in listen- 
ing to you. Well then ! you were standi 
ing by the bed-side of the nymph of Chrys- 
tal, in your night-gown and slippers, and 
with your sword in your hand, when you 
told her to ring the bell : you see, that I 
forget nothing; now let us hear, what 
happened afterwards."— 

— " Being accoutred," resumed the Prince 
of Trebizonde, " exactly as your most saga- 
cious Highness has just described, I placed 
myself near the door of the pavillion ; but 
I chose such a position, that the gentlemen, 
whom we expected, could not possibly see 
me, till they should have passed the threshold. 
The curious fair-one now tingled her bell; the 
clock-maker did not fail to make his appear- 
ance, and I did not fail to chop his head 
off. I served the locksmith in the same 
manner; and I signified to the nymph by 
signs, that she should now summon the 
grand-sacrificer. In reply ^ she rcdsed hep 
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rigiit hand, and talking with her fingers, 
i>he explained to me — " that the two offi- 
cers, whose business I had just done for 
them, were appointed to enter the pavillion 
. much about the same time to execute their 
several functions ; that is, the one to set the 
clock, and the other to count the rings, as 
they came off the enchanted hoop. They 
had ako the privilege of remaining in the 
pavillion during the whole adventure; but 
she gave me to understand, that it would 
bQ ridiculous to ring the bell a third time so 
soon, since the sacrificer could not possibly 
believe, tjiat the enterprize was already ac- 
complished, and still less that if the attempt 
t^as abandoned in despair, that he should be 
summoned, before there was any necessity. 
She therefore represented to me, " that 
it would be most prudent to wait three or 
four hours, which would allow us sufficient 
time to make an jopening in the back part of 
the pavillion, through which we might escape 
during the obscurity of the night with less 
difficulty, than by the door which w^ al- 
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ways surrounded by a multitude of guards 
in complete armour/* Having given this 
advice, she let fall the hand, with which she 
had been discoursing. 

As my right-hand was employed in hqldF- 
ing my sabre^ I was obliged to make my aii- 
swer with the left ; but indeed I can talk as 
easily with the one as with the other. I re- 
plied, " that Facardin of Trebizonde ww 
not used to make his escape, by breaking 
, out of a back-door, t^irough fear of danger j 
that I would have nothing to do with her 
aforesaid opening ; and tliat if she did not 
immediately ring the bell for her Jack-ketch 
of a PontiflF, I was determined to set out in 
search of him; and send him to join his twa 
scurvy companions/* 

I no sooner ceased to speak; (that is to say, 
to move my fingers,) than hers resumed tfce 
conversation— She said, that if such was m;y 
determination, she at least conjured me to 
take one of the spinningj'Wheels in my left- 
hand by way of a buckler ; for that the sa- 
tellites of the Genius (who would infallibly 
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oppose my passage) bore such profound ve-^ 
neration to these machines, that they would 
sacrifice their Kves rather than run the 
risque of breaking, what they knew to be 
to precious to their necromantic Master.— 
This piece of advice was not so disagreeable, 
to me, as her former counsels. Accordingly 
I laid hold of the spinning-wheel, which was 
nearest ; and the virtuous Chrystallina, 
jumping out of bed and seizing the other, 
implored me to set forward without waiting 
for the enemy's arrival ; since by this means 
we should stand the better chance of taking 
them by surprize, and when they were least 
prepared for an attempt so desperate. 

I did not contradict her. We quitted the 
pavillion of Darius : and the astonishment 
of the guards, who surrounded it, was so 
great, that I cut down five or six, before 
they had time to recollect themselves. The 
rest betook themselves to flight, howling 
most horribly, and I pursued them with 
rather too much ardour ; for the grand sa- 
crificer (whom I happened to have left b^- 
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hind, while I ,went forward to look for 
him) quitted the altar which he had pre^ 
pared for me, and came running after me 
with a dozen of his attendants, each pro- 
vided with a great chain for the purpose of 
binding me neck and heels. ChrystaUina 
warned me of my danger by a loud excla- 
mation, which made me turn round. No 
one dared to approach her, because she took 
care to cover herself with the awful spin- 
ning-wheel ; and besides this protection, she 
spun with all her might and main, when 
she found her danger become very urgent. 
This was an action, which the boldest of our 
enemies dared not behold without prostrat- 
ing themselves upon the earth ; and during 
one of these humiliations, I took an oppor- 
tunity of slicing off the head of the con- 
founded high-priest, without respect for the 
length of his beard, or the sanctity of his 
office. 

This once accomplished, what followed 
was rather a rout, than a combat. I killed 
as many, as I could reach, without trifling 
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away my time in making priseners ; and 
having traversed the chrystal-rock without 
meeting with the slightest obstacle, I assist- 
ed the wife of the Genius ta enter the 
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golden bark. I followed her into it ^ and 
no sooner was I on board, than the vessel 
sailed away as if it had been mad^ without 
asking us whither we chose to be carried.. 
I must not conceal from your Highness, that 
my joy at having accomplished this adven* 
ture was so great, that till we were out at 
sea, I did not recollect my armour. It ap- 
peared to me quite disgraceful to leave it be- 
hind me by so precipitate a retreat. And 
being unwilling, that the Genius on his re- 
turn should convert my arms into a trophy 
of my flight, I endeavoured to steer the 
vessel back to the place, which we had just 
quitted. But the bark paid no attention to 
me, and in spite of aM my exertions we | 
soon reached a landing-place, where we 
found an abundance of good company, as 
you will see in the progress Of my narra- 
tion. 
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I told you, thit I was extremely vexed at 
3t having been able to regain the chrystal 
)ck, in order that I might have rescued 
ly armour : but my distress was very dif- 
jrent, when I perceived, that the bark sailed 
:raight towards a shore, which was covered 
ith a multitude of people, some on horse- 
ack, some on foot, but most of them su- 
erbly armed and accoutred, I could also 
istingui^h in the distance a number of tents 
nd pavillions, raised in the middle of an 
xtensive plain, and surrounded with lofty 
rees, whose boughs formed over them a 
dade, cool, thick, and delicious. 

These Knights, as well as the populaflli| 
stonished at the sight of us, were all assem- 
bled on the margin of the sea, and employ, 
d in contemplating us with their telescopes, 
(rhile they exprest increasing astonishmen% 
n proportion as we drew nearer to the shore. 

was so completely out of humour at find* 
ng myself obliged to disembark in the mid* 
lie of this assembly (my condpanion a lady 
a her shift, myself with a drawn sword 
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and in my night-gown and slippers, and our 
whole freight consisting in a couple of spin- 
ning-w^hecls), that I was tempted to throw 
myself into the sea, rather than land in a 
situation so ridiculous. 

To land at last, however, there was no 
avoiding. So great was my confusion, that 
I was really to be pitied. I hung down my 
head; I dared not lift my eyes from the 
ground, and I knew not, where to conceal 
myself: but the lady was not in the least 
put out of countenance. She no sooner 
landed, than she began ta put her spinning- 
wheel in motion ; and though this action did 
10, inspire such extreme respect, as was the 
case in the Chrystal Island, nevertheless 
those, who had witnessed our disembarka- 
tion, did not hH to assemble round her. 

I expected, that our reception would have 
been accompanied by loud bursts, of laughter 
and a thousand jests and sarcasms : but find- 
ing myself mistaken, I took courage, and on 
raising my eyes, I was surprized to see, that 
all the men of distinction were accoutred in 



*rHE FOUR FACARDINS. 28? 

a mode to the full as ridiculous and extra- 
ordinary as myself, though in different man- 
ners. 

Three of those, whom I had seen on 
horseback, now alighted, and advanced to 
receive us. The sight of two of them first 
drew a cry of astonishment from Chrystal- 
lina, and then threw her into such fits of 
laughter, that she almost bux^t her sides: 
I could not resist following her example. 
The Knight, who first addrest me, told me 
with great politeness, that I did nothing to 
any purpose, unless I fell to spinning with 
iny own hands. This person was the tallest 
and best made man, that I ever beheld. On 
his head he wore a ^sh-kettle instead of a 
helmet, and by way of a sword a huge spit 
was dwgUng at his left side: but the rest 
of his dress was brilliant with azure, gold, 
and gems of incalculaUe value. His . strange 
dress, and the gravity, with which he deli-, 
vered his remonstrances, would have forced 
a smile from a crlminalupon the rack. 

— «« I need not ad^,'* he continued. 
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** whence you now come : the golden bark, 
- the Princess who acconipanies you, and your 
sword still crimsoned with the blood of a 
terrible adversary, sufficiently assure me, 
that both in tvar and love you are one of 
the most valiant combatants in the universe, 
and I congratulate you on your success. But 
your present adventure, it is not enough to 
be a hero ; you must also be a buffoon. To be 
able to make blood flow, is a great point ; 
but it is a much greater, to be able to make 
faces ! Let me therefore advise you to take 
the wheel from the hands of your compa* 
nion, and favour us with a spedmen of 
your spinning.*' — 

I was in doubt how to take this sarcastic 
counsel ; when my conlpanion (as he called 
her) came running towards him with open 
arms. 

— " Ah !'* she exclaimed, ** my ever- 
adored Facardin! Does then fortune at 
length relent, and restore you to the una- 
hated impatience of my first curiosity ?*'— 

— ^<* Chrystallina the Curious/* replied he. 
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repulsing her caresses ; " difierent objects 
suit different seasons : at present y:our afisdrs 
are not the point in question^ What cli- 
mate throughout the world is ignoratit of 
the conditions of a chann, which this re- 
nowned warrior has broken, and what cu- 
riosity would not now at length be satis- 
fied ?"^ 

The kind-hearted Chrystallina seemed to 
be somewhat mortified by this reception. 
However, she was not cast down. On the 
contrary, with equal rapture she ran to em- 
brace the second Knight, though with no 
better success^ He did not even honour 
her with a look, but repulsing her even 
more harshly than the other, he turned 
round and addrest liimself to me. He was 
more lovely than day, and his drees ^^'as as 
follows. 

His brows were encircled with a leather 
band in the shape of a diadem, from which 
rose an innumerable quantity of streaming 
feathers. He wore a cuirass of polished 
steel, and round his wabt was fastened a 
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leather apron tolerably dirty. In one hand 
he held an awl,- in the* other a cobler's last, 
and at the end of a rope all daubed with 
pitch hung a shoeing horn. Just as he 
opened his lips to address me, the third ap- 
proached to make his bow. I eaaly under- 
stood, that Chrystallina had no knowledge 
of this last Knight, for her curiosity fur- 
nished her with nothing to say to him : still 
his dress and appearance would have ex- 
cited the curiosity of any other person. 

His stature was by no means lofty, not to 
say that it was extremely low; He wore a 
casque which imitated to perfection the head 
of a cock, the comb forming the crest. On 
each arm was a kind of buckler covered 
with feathers, and when these two bucklers 
met upon his back, you would have sworn, 
that they were the wings of a cock. His 
cuirass, also covered with similar plumes, 
represented the bird's stomacR : a thick tuft 
of long feathers bending backwards, seemed 
to rise fi'om his chine ; each leg was armed 
with a gilt spur, fastened just above his 
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ancle ; and in order that nothing might be 
wanting to the resemblance which he wished 
to produce, he clapped his wing-looking 
bucklers three times, and imitated the crow' 
of a cock so perfectly, that any hen in the 
universe would have been completely taken 
in. 

As I could not imagine the meaning of all 
this, I stopped the questions, which they 
were going to ask, by entreating them to 
tell me, in what part of the world we were ; 
why so many persons thought proper to 
wear such different disguises; and what 
whim had induced these three in particular 
to assume their several characters. 

— " It is not very probable," answered the 
tall Facardin, " that you should be really ig- 
norant in this respect^ since to judge by your 
own dress, the same design must certainly 
have conducted, you hither. Stil! as we are 
the last arrived except yourself, it is our 
duty to inquire, whether you are willing 
to engage in this adventure, supposing 

2 
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that you dthef are or iire not igiioraint ©f 
Its nature. If you consent, you sfeB be- 
admitted into our company ; otherwise, you 
shall be furnished with every thing neces- 
sary to enable your prosecuting your jour- 
ney elsewhere." — 

I replied, that I desired no better, than to 
signalize nlyself in any adventure whatever ; 
and I gave them my J)romise to toake one 
amongthem. 

— ^^ In that case,'* said the Knight, who 
was decorated with the shoeing horn, " it 
belongs to me, as being the last comer, to 
receive you, conduct you, and instruct you, 
as to what is going on in this quarter. I 
shall begin by making known to you the 
first of those adventures, which guided my- 
self hither j but with your permission I 
will defer my narrative, till you shaB have 
rested and refreshed yourself a little in one 
of the pavillions, which you may perceive 
beneath yonder trees. Few people are igno- 
rant of the enchantment of the Chrystal 
Rock : you have finished the adventure of 






the l;>ifazen hoofs by deUve^ing the gently- 
woman who stands near yQ\^. Coi^ie thenj 
an4 refresh yourself Jifter yow fetigues ; and 
while the l<idy spins beside you, I wil} t^ 
her an anecdote or two respecting the Ge- 
niug her husband, which will astonish h^ 
not a Uttle/' — 

Having naade thi^ compliment, the thre^ 
Knights called foir their horses, an^ ordere4 
one munificently ^parisoned to be brought 
for me : the cock was on horsebads; th^ 
iirst ; ai^d as soon as he wag mo^rited, he 
began to clap* his wings, wd, tQ crow with 
all his might and main. When I $aw such 
a figure on horseback, I thought, that I 
should have expired with laughing : for his 
steed, frightened put of his wit;s by these 
unexpected proceedings, kicked, and jump* 
ed, and frisked, and made such a clattering, 
that the nymph Chrystallina (who, accord- 
Jng to the custom of the place, had been 
placed on a pillion behind me) laughed 
herself into , so violent a fit o£ the vapours, 
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that we had the greatest difficulty in bring- 
ing her to herself. 

— ^^ Fsdr Lady," said the cock, as soon 
as she was recovered, ** I am extremely 
flattered by your approbation : but still 
when we come to the point, I am terribly 
afraid of failing. As for you, valiant 
stranger," he continued, addressing himself 
to me, " I would advise yoix as a friendt to 
take the wheel from this lady, and spin away 
as usual/*— 

— *' As usual ?*• I exclaimed ; ** may I be 
called a traitor and a scoundrel, if ever I 
spun a thread in the whole course of my 
life!'*— 

— " Nay, it does not signify !" replied 
he, who was to be my master of the cere- 
monies, and who wore the leather apron ; 
** only it is as well to practice before- 
hand.'*- 

This said, he gave orders, that the rest of 
my equipage should be brought after me 
(meaning the other spinning-wheel), and that 
the golden bark should be conducted to the 
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mouth of the river, on whose banks the pa- 
vUlxons were pitched. 

As soon as we were in motion^ the stran- 
gers and myself began to examine each 
other again from head to foot. I had al- 
ready opened my mouth to inquire, why 
they chose to wear their masquerade dresses 
so long after the carnival, but the Knight of 
the Awl guest what 1 was going to ask. 
* —" r perceive,** said he, "that you are 

4 

come hither from no premeditated design, 
though in this extraordinary apparel. That 
i's^ not the case with us : and since you ap- 
pear to feel such astonishment at the sight 
of our arms and. dresses, you probably are 
ignorant of the nature of the adventure, 
which you have just engaged yourself to- 
attempt. I will therefore instruct you in 
every particular, sy^^M^Y before you all the 
dangers which it presents, and the recom- 
pense w.hich it promises. 
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History of MOUSSELLINA THE 
SERIOUS^ Princess ofAstracan. 



-■> ^ 



THE King of Astracan (it was thus, 
that the Knight cf the Awl commenced his 
narrative)^ one of the most powerful sove* 
reigns of Asia, not only on account of his 
extensive dominions and the gold and silver 
mines contained in them, but of the valu- 
able chintz manufactures which have ren- 
dered his name celebrated throughout the 
universe ; the King of Astracan, I say, in 
spite of all his splendor and prosperity, still 
considered himself the most unfortunate of 
mankind, for he had c^j^hildren, to whom 
he might bequeath his s^ptre. The Queen, 
his wife, was young, handsome, and well 
made ; indeed, her whole appearance was 
so promising, and her flow of health so 
uninterrupted, that you would have taken 
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your oath, that the King's affliction was oc- 
casioned by no fault of hers. Accordingly, 
he never exprest the least displeasure against 
Iier personally on this account ; and as he 
loved her passionately, he was not evep of- 
fended at hei: laughixun^H day long at his 
extreme impatience, and the infinite pains 
which he took to procured successor. So 
iTij^i)y vows were made and so many sacri- 
fices were offered, to obtain a blessing thus 
ardently desired, that the Priests were per- 
fectly worn' out with fatigue : and as ilie 
King believed the whole fault in this business 
to be his own, there was no end to his baths, 
and his medicines, and his drinking mineral 
waters ; for in short he fairly went through 
all the ceremonies^ which are prescribed to 
women in order to produce fertility. At 
all this the Queen laughed ready to kill ^ler- 
self, as well as at the vows, the offerings, ar.d 
.the sacrifices, which were lavished with so 
little effect : yet no one took it amiss, that 
she should be the only person, who appeared 
to be amused by what was considered by the 

o 5 
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nation as a public calamity. The people 
knew well, that the poor Princess did not 
act thus singularly out of ill-nature, and that 
her only defect was that of being the most 
incessant giggler of the present age : every 
thing made her laugh, and nothing enter- 
tained her. The King, her husband, had 
been engaged in several wars with the neigh- 
bouring Sovereigns on this very account: 
for whenever they sent to announce some 
melancholy event (as for example, the death 
of an only son) she answered the Ambassa- 
dors with their long black trains by such 
bursts of laughter, that they immediately 
left the hall of audience in high displea- 
sure, and sent off" dispatches to their master, 
filled with indignant complaints at the gross 
violation, which the respect due to Repre- 
sentatives of Sovereign Majejty had experi- 
enced in their persons. 

This malady of the Queen's daily strength- 
ening and advancing towards perfection, 
by the advice of his council the King re- 
l 



I 

i 



THE FOUR FACARDINS. 299 

solved, that she should make a pilgrimage 
to the famous Oracle of the Cock, and that 
she should only be accompanied by a small 
number of attendants, as is usual on these 
occasions. The temple of this Oracle is at 
the gates of Fourchimena, capital of the 
kingdom of Bactria. She arrived there 
without accident, concealing her name and 
rank, in order to avoid the ceremony and 
expence of a public reception. 

The King, who had followed her incog- 
nito, thought fit to explain the object of his 
voyage to the Priestess of the temple him- 
self : and while he was earnestly consulting 
the holy Matron respecting his wife's em- 
barrassment, her Majesty was ready to split 
her sides with laughing. The Priestess was 
extremely scandalised at this indecorous be- 
haviour ; however, after a few skips in the 
air, and some frightful contortions, she deli- 
vered the following oracle as inspired by 
the sacred Cock, her master. 

06 
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" Tliat, which is wished by the //e-Pilgrijn, 
Hhall happen ere long to the Sfic-l^ilgrim I 

And both shall Jaagh, 

When the cow has a calf: 
But the season^ which suits the best with laughing, 

lies wh>o males the infant laugh^ 

Shall laugh the loudest laugh by half in I" 

The beginning of this answer was suffi- 
ciently explicit j but the second part was 
rather embarrassing, and afforded the spec- 
tators ample room for exercising their 
powers of argument and conjecture. The 
event, however, proved, that the Oracle 
was as good as its word, and indeed bett^ ; 
for at theendof nine months the Queen pro- 
duced ;i son and daughter, of which it was 
difficult to decide which was the most beau- 
tiful ; though it was certain, that they were 
both more beautiful, than any child ever was 
at its first appearance in the world. Unfor- 
fortunately, the birth of their children cost 
the poor Queen her life, for in the very act 
of being brought to bed she died of laughter. 
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Nothing could have consoled the King 
for her' loss, except the children whom she 
left behind her, and the pleasure which he 
found in being able to sit quietly in his 
palace, without being stunned every moment 
by immoderate bursts of laughter. But he 
was not long permitted to enjoy such a 
happy state of tranquillity. At the end Of 
six months the chamber, which contained 
his dearest treasures, was discovered in the 
night to be on fire. On the first alarm he 
hastened to the place; but though every 
one followed his example, and though num* 
hers threw themselves into the flames in 
hopes of saying the chiidren,the conflagratioh 
was so rapid and so dreadful, that it was' 
only possible to rescue the little girl. The 
greatest part of the officers of the royal 
household, who remained in the midst of the 
fire and smoke till the very last moment, 
returned at length half roasted, but with- 
out being able to save the unfortunate 
Prince. 

This calamity threw the whole kingdom 

2 
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into the deepest affliction. As to the King, 
he absolutely refused to admit of any com- 
fort ; but Time, who is the universal consoler, 
insensibly deminished the father's grief, 
while he gradually increased the daughter's 
beauty. She was the living image of her 
mother, except that she was taller, better 
proportioned, had a fairer skin, a finer com- 
plexion, and eyes more brilliant a thousand 
limes. In short if we are to credit those 
who have seen her, she is at this moment a 
thousand times more beautiful, than all the 
other Princesses in the world put together ; 
but alas !" he continued, heaving a profound 
sigh, " it is evident, that they, who speak 
thus rapturously of Moussellina, cannot have 
seen all the Princesses -in the world !" — 

After making this reflexion, the Knight of 
the Awl Remained for some moments absorb- 
ed in a deep reverie ; from whence he no 
sooner recovered, than he resumed his dis- 
course in the following manner. 

— "The King, more dazzled with her 
charms than even his court and his whole 
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people, was never weary of admiring him- 
self in his performance; and believing her 
to merit all the crowns in the universe, he 
was determined not to deprive her of his 
own by contracting a second marriage. But 
as it was his fate never to enjoy perfect 
happiness in his family- affairs, this ad- 
mirable Princess, whose every glance show- 
ered darts of flame arround her, and whose 
whole person and slightest movement dis- 
played graces the most lively and animated, 
had never yet been known to open her 
mouth either for the purposes of laughter 
or conversation ; and it was only when she 
yawned (which she was much in the habit 
of doing) that she exhibited gums of a bright- 
er Vermillion and teeth of a purer ivory, 
than ever were till then beheld by the eyes 
of mortals. The good King, (who while his 
daughter was a child, was continually thank- 
ing his stars that slie was free from her 
mother's defect,) as soon as she was grown 
up, would have given half his kingdom to 
have seen her laugh tlu^ough the whole four 
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and twenty hours ; so heartily was he 
wearied of a gravity, which appeared to him 
even mose insupportable than her mother *s 
incessant laughter. 

No nte^ns were left untried, which might 
possibly induce her to break this silence 
which distrest every body, and to pvercpn)e 
her solemnity, with which she was out of 
all patience herself: for it was quite evident 
from her manners, that every thing entertain- 
ed her,thoughnothing could make her laugh: 
but all means were tried in vain. Philoso- 
phers, chymists, masters of languages, and 
instructors of parroquets, all exerted tlieir 
talents to make her speak, and all threw 
away their time ; nor was her gravity less 
obstinate than her silence. In vain did they 
collect together all the buffoons and jesters 
of the kingdom, good, bad, and indifferent : 
the King even sent for the best company of 
comedians to be found in all China, where 
farces are acted in greater perfeci ion thaji in 
any other country of the universe ; but 
Uiey might as welj have remained j^ home. 
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They ^ere not able tb twist the Frincess^^SN 
mouth into so much as a single smile* 

As it often h^)pens, tl;^ misfortune t 
which appear to be past remedy, are fre^ 
quently foMowed by others still more diffiw 
cult to support, so it proved in the present 
instance: an event at length occurred^ 
which made th(^ King, the court, and indeed' 
the whole kingdom look as grave, as ha-self. 
She was fond of all kinds of amusement r 
but particularly of the chace : a magnificent 
castle, embosomed in a wide and agreeable 

• 

forest, and situated at scarcely a day's journey 
from the metropolis, was the abode, which* 
she had selected for the purpose of enjoy- 
ing this exercise in perfection. She managed 
her horse Hke an Amazon j and in her hunt* 
ing equipage not only looked as lovely as 
Diana herself, but was without comparison 
more dexterous and active. 

One day, when the ardour of sport had 
carried her further than was her usual cus- 
tom, and when the exertion of killing and 
pursuing the forest's inhabitants had nearly 
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exhausted her strength, ske found herself 
on the banks of the river, which traverses 
the forest : it is the same, by which your 
bark is to rejoin us at the shore, whither we 
are now proceeding. The waters of this 
river are full as clear, as those in which 
Alexander the Great was so near losing his 
life, but are by no means reckoned so dan- 
gerous. As their qualities were well l^nown, 
no objection was made to the wirii, which 
the Princess made to refresh herself by 
bathing. Accordingly she hastened into the 
water, all covered with dust and perspiration^ 
without giving her attendants time to raise 
the magnificent pavillion of chintz enibroi- 
dered with gold and silver, which was 
usually erected on these occasions. 

Her male attendants of course withdrew 
to a considerable distance, before the Princess 
began to undress. There only remained 
with her two of her principal ladies and four 
maids of honour, who by the King's order 
never left her, because they were the greatest 
talkers to be found in all Astracan, They 
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followed their mistress into the river^Land 
having placed themselves near her, the 
neighbouring woods and rocks soon rung 
with ,such a clack, as never was heard before, 
nor will be again. For my own part I am 
persuaded, that instead of being induced to 
talk by listening to these damsels (which was 
her father's design in placing them about 
her person), the poor Princess, over- powered 
by their flux of words, had made a vow; 
never to open her lips from the fear of re- 
sembling them. 

Whether this was the case, or not, it is 
certain, that the King was soon under the 
necessity of forming a new household for his 
daughter : for while she was refreshing the 
loveliest limbs in the universe in the most 
transparent and delicious of all possible rivers, 
these chattering women began to praise her 
beauty, all at the same time. One exclaimed^ 
that the god of the stream must needs be 
the foolishest fish that ever swam, to see so 
perfect a beauty in his bed without giving 
any sign of his being in existence. Another 
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declared, " that poor Jupiter must certainly 
be grown lamentably old, since he did not 
think it worth his while to metamorphose 
himself for the sake of a mortal more char« 
ming than all the goddesses put together ; 
he who had formerly transformed himself 
into bulls and swans in honour of creatures, 
who would have looked like so many scul- 
lions by the side of a beauty, who discovered 
through the thin gaus^e (which forpied 
her only covering) ten thousand charms of 
the most dazzling lustre !*'— 

It is stiU a question in dispute, whether 
the god of the rivctr was out of patience at 
their chattering, or the Deities of Olympus 
were offended at their impertinence; but 
whichever was the case, it so happened, 
that all on a sudden the waters raised them* 
• .7es to an astonishing height. Terrified 
at the prospect of bei^ig drowned, the 
females hastened to regain the bank ; w hen 
they beheld close behind them a monster, 
whose enormous bulk occupied the whole 
space between the opposite shores. In vain 
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did they endeavour to dimb the nearest 
bank, though the waters nearly placed them 
upon a level with the land : they were car- 
ried away by the impetuosity of the curr^it, 
and soon swallowed up Iflcie. so many irc^ 
by the immense throat of the crocodile, who 
followed dose behind them. 

Tlie Princess, who had seen but too dis- 
tinctly the tragical adventure of her Jadies 
and her maids of honour, had now 1^ in- 
cHnation to laugh than ever ; espedally, as 
the monster, as soon as he had got his teeth 
picked by a particular fish, who follows him 
every where for that express purpose, made 
towards her^ at full speed. Her first inten- 
tion was to gain the nearest bank by favour 
of the waves, which had already made their 
way over it ; this point once carried, she 
might easily seize her bow and arrows, 
which lay at no great (fistajnce, and defend 
herself against the crocodile's attacks. Un- 
luckily, all her male attendants, who upon 
her preparing to bathe had withdrawn out 
of respect, were now assembled on the banks 
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of the river, whither the cries of the unfor- 
tunate maids of honour had attracted them ; 
and the Princess's modesty made her judge, 
that it would be by no means becoming to 
expose herself to their view, covered with 
nothing more than a few yards of wet mus- 
lin. In this extremity, she could think of 
nothing better, than to endeavour to escape 
from the crocodile by swimming, ' and ac- 
cordingly she lost no time in throwing off- 
lier shift, which would have embarrassed 
her actions. She now exerted herself to the 
utmost ; but as the monster was but a few 
yards distant from her, her hopes of escaping 
were very faint, when her shift floating upon 
the water attracted his attention. Instantly 
he seized it ; and as if he had been perfectly 
satisfied w;ith this precious spoil, he ceased 
to pursue the fair Princess, and sank under 
the waters as expeditiously, as he had made 
his appearance. 

The river, which had overflowed the 
banks, while he occupied the bed of it, im- 
mediately reverted to its place ; this made 
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the Spectators conclude, that the monster 
would not return, or at least not till another 
time : the Princess, who was now stark 
naked, suffered nothing more than her head 
to be seen above the watery for in conse- 
quence of what had just happened, her whole 
suite consisted entirely of men, whom the 
cries of * the poor ladies on being swallowed 
up by the crocodile had drawn thither. She 
made signs to them, that they must prepare 
one of her magnificent tents at some little 
distance from the river ; and her orders be- 
ing obeyed, she again made signs, that they 
should withdraw, and leave her at liberty to 
quit the bath. She soon reached the pavil- 
lion; and having drest herself (though 
without a shift), she took her bow and arrows, 
rejoined her attendants, and mounting her 
horse, repaired to the magnificent, palace, 
which she had quitted that morning. In 
the mean while couriers were dispatched to 
the court, who informed her father of this 
melancholy adventure. 

The king hastened to rejoin her without 
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losing a momextt ; be was fbUowed by the 
whole court; and by day-break the next 
morning he found himseUF in the presence 
^of a daughter, whom he loved as dearly as 
his own existence ; and for whom the dan- 
ger, from which she had just escaped, seem- 
ed to have redoubled his affection. He wept 
through joy while clasping her to his bosom ; 
then he fainted away through terror, onj 
hearing the description of the crocodile. 
That very day he insisted upon the Prin- 
cess's accompanying him to the capital, lest 
the monster should take it into his head to 
pay them a second visit, and do as much 
damage on land, as he had already done in 
the water. The rejoicings, which took place 
in honour of the Princess's escape, were not 
universal. Those persons, who were con- 
nected either by the bonds of relationship 
or affection with the beauties, whom the 
monster had swallowed, were perfectly in- 
consolable for their loss : the lovers in parti- 
cular besieged the king with requests, that 
they might be permitted to examine the bor- 
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Aets and environs of the river, even to its 
very source, in hopes that an opportunity 
might be found of avenging the death of 
their divinities by that of the accursed cro^ 
codile. At length he gave his Consent, hav'^ 
ing first resolved to send a body of his best 
engineers to close up the mouth of the river 
and prevent by strong embankments thfe 
monster's approaches 5 at the same time he 
commanded them to leave the access to the 
sea open, lest instead of driving him out of 
his dominions he should enclose the crocodile 
vi^ithin them. 

The adventurous lovers, who formed an 
escort for the engineers, marched in two 
bodies on the opposite sides of the river^ 
and cursed their stars at having already pro- 
ceeded above half-way without finding any 
vestiges of that, of which they were in 
search. At length those who patroled along 
the right bank, arrived at a morass, which 
obliged them to go considerably out of the 
direct line of march. At the very moment 
when they were preparing to -change thedr 
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jdiraction, they saw their companions on the 
opposite shore precipitate themselves into the 
river. Casting their eyes on the waters, 
they plainly discovered a piece of muslin 
floating there ; not doubting that this was 
the Princess's shift, and that in consequence 
their allies had discovered the monster's re- 
treat, without loss of time they followed 
their example : when the perficBous croco- 
dile, who lay concealed among the reeds, 1 
with >vhich the marsh was bordered, rushed ' 
, upon them, and treated every one of them, 
as he had already treated their relations and 
their mistresses. 

The engineers and their workmen, whose 
business was not distinguishing themselves 
by actions of valour or temerity, returned 
home just as they came : if it had not been 
for them, no one would- ever have known 
the fate of these unfortunate adventurers. 

While the public was employed in la- 
menting their loss, as they had already la- 
mented that of their deceased mistresses, 
intelligence arrived, that this confounded 
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crocodile no longer kept any bounds; in th^ 
mischief, which he committed: he /had ^r 
ready laid waste both sides of the river, 
swallowing up without mercy the x:attle and 
their herdsmen, who (not having yet heard 
of this strange incident) continued to water 
their flocks an 4 herds there as usual. ■ In a 
short time after, it was perceived, thai there 
^was an alarming diminution, in the city of 
|. all kinds of provisions, as well as of all tbo3e 
articles which are necessary to maintain the 
luxury and magnificence of a metropolis, 
and which were usually brought thither by 
the river from all parts of the globe. On 
inquiry, it appeared, that the monster ^lurk- 
ing (as I said before) among the reeds and 
rushes, with a single spring from the marsh 
into the river, sent all the vessels full of mer- 
chandize to the bottom, where the poor 
wretches on board of them immediately be- 
. came his prey. It is not ascertained, whe- 
ther he had been told, that women are na- 
turally more tender than men ; but it is cer- 
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tain, that he had quite another kind of gree- 
diness for the fair sex than for ours. 

The King of Astracan was so completely 
overcome by such a rapid succession of mis- 
fortunes, that he scarcely knew where to 
turn himself: however, he did not, as yet 
know the whole extent of his ill-luck. 

The lovely Princess, when she quitted thcj 

capital, had no less than three hundred an( 

seventy four dozen of shifts under the care] 

of her deceased first lady of the wardrobe, 

' At her return, not one of them was to be 

found, nor could she by any possible pains 

ever get any more made to suit her. After 

ransacking all the shops both in town and 

country, and trying every kind of muslin, 

cloth and linen, she was at length obliged 

to make up her mind to wearing no shift at 

all, though nothing in the world appeared 

to her more uncomfortable : however, there 

was no resource, for all the new shifts 

which she tried on, seemed to be bewitched : 

those, which she yrore during the day, took 

away her appetite, and those, which she 
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wore during the night, would not suffer 
her to get a wink of sleep. 
. The King, more affected by this new dis- 
tress of his daughter's, than by all his other 
afflictions put together, thought that in this 
extremity nothing better could be doite^ 
than to send the great officers of the crown 
with magnificent presents to the Oracle of 
the Cock. 

The priestess of the temple received the 
officers extremely well, and their presents 
still better : but she' informed them, that 
some time had elapsed, since the Cock set out 
to pay a visit to the great Caramciussal, and 
that it was only in the vicinity of Mount 
Atlas, that the^could be satisfied respecting 
those matters, which^^^ had com^ to in- 
vestigate in the yid BB^^P pourchimena. 

Though the jOn^ineir master was^ ex- 
tremely vexed at this delay, he kept up hh 
courage ;. and only allowing them the time 
absolutely necessary for making preparations 
for this second journey, he dispatched the 
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same ambassadors with three hundred ele- 
phants laden with presents of the finest 
chintz and linens to be found in his domi- 
nions. To give the embassy a still greater 
X interest in the eyes of the Enchanter 
Caramoussal, he caused it to be accompanied 
by his own band of musicians ; though (as 
those say, wlio have heard them) these 
same musicians are more likely to turn the 
heads of those who are not accustomed to 
them, than to afford them any entertain- 
ment.A^*' 

" I was on the point," said the Prince of 
Trebizonde, "of telling him, that I could 
speak from my own knowledge on this sub- 
ject ; but my companion <^ not give me 
time, continuing l^^ligcourse as follows:*' — 
— ^' The Satra^^^Hky^acan,** said the 
Knight of the Awl^^^eHorward with their 
bales of chintz,, their three hundred ele- 
phants, and the same number of monkies* 
They skirted along the boundaries of the 
Taurican Chersonesus, traversed the two Ar- 
menias, and at length arrived, at a forest. 
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where they were very near being deprived of 
a great part of the presents committed to 
their care, I ah'eady informed you, that 
the three hundred elephants carried immense 
bales of the most beautiful chintz, that the 
universe -could furnish : on the top of each , 
of these packets was placed a monkey ; 
though what the King their master imagined, 
the wise Caramoussal could possibly do with* 
three hundred monkies, is more than I can 
tell you. However, whatever were his mo- 
tives, he had commanded his satraps above 
all things to be careful not to lose a single 
-monkey by the way, ^ 

The forestj, which it was necessary to tra- 
verse in order Jb reach the place of their des- 
tination, was so ful^^l^k", hares, and other 
beasts of ^hacqi^l^H^y were obliged to 
have recourse to their music for the purpose 
of obtaining a passage. No sooner did the 
band strike up, than the aniAals scampered 
away on all sides, and vanished in a mo- 
ment, to all appearance more alarmed, than 
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if all the hounds and htintsm.en in the uni- 
verse had been hard at their heels. How- 
ever, this first success was shortly after very 
near producing the greatest of all possible 
disasters, by procuring for them an entrance 
into the forest ; for no sooner were they 
in the midst of it (the trees being all either 
apple, walnut, or almonds) than the mon- 
kies, who from the backs of their elephants 
required only a single spring to reach the 
very topmast branches, as if by general con- 
sent, skipped away in a moment. 

One of them alone remained behind ; a 
baboon, the most noble in his manners, and 
the most elegant in his shape of all baboons, 
past, present, and to come ! uJUnfortunately, 
he was so melanchgij^ijns disposition, that 
during the journi^^H^^yraps could not 
occasiondlly refrain from tears at contem- 
plating the sadness, in which he appeared to 
be plunged. Far from skipping about, and 
imitating the tricks and gambols of his com- 
panions, he past the greatest part of his time 
in reading: if he was interrupted by any 
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accident, immediately he was observed to 
recline his head upon one of his paws, sink 
into a profound reverie, and then suddenly 
cross his arms upon his breast, raise his eyes 
to heaven, heave the deepest sighs, and shed 
such showers of tears, that the spectators 
found it impossible not to keep him com* 
pany. 

He had quietly resumed his book, a* he 
reposed upon his elephant, while his com- 
panions scampered about the forest, making^ 
such a noise and uproar, that all within hear- 
ing were ready to go distracted. The ca- 
ravan was obliged to halt during three whole 
days, for the purpose of re-assembling them: 
nor could they be persuaded to quit the 
trees, till th^y were perfectly glutted with 
all kinds of fruit. After all, the whole num- 
ber did not return, for three died of an 
indigestion produced by eating too many al- 
monds, and in a few days afterwards the 
gripes carried off three more, who had. stuf- 
fed themselves with green apples. In this 
emergency, all that the ambassadors could 
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do, was to flay them, and stuflF their skins 
with straw, in order that the number might 
be complete, which the king had charged 
them to present to the celebrated Cara- 
moussal. 

As soon as they reached the fort of the 
mountain, a courier was dispatched to give 
notice of their arrival, and to inquire, whe- 
ther the Enchanter wished them and their 
whole equipage to set forward for his dwell- 
ing ; or whether he preferred their making 
the caravan encamp in the neighbourhood, 
till he should issue his commands respecting 
the manner, in which he chose to receive 
the presents, with which they were en- 
trusted. 

At the end of three days the courier re- 
turned, and informed them, that Caramous- 
sal was not to be found at the place, which 
he usually inhabited : he was in retirement 
at the very summit of Mount Atlas, a situ- 
ation perfectly inaccessible to all of them, 
except the monkies : he concluded by say- 
ing, that he thought it necessary to make 
1 
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thus much known to them as soon ^s pos- 
sible, in order that they might determine on 
their proceedings. 

Upon hearing this, the ambassadors re- 
solved to leave the presents under the care 
of their attendants at the foot of the moun- 
tain, and to endeavour to reach, as well as 
they could, the place whither the Enchanter 
was supposed to have withdrawn,, 

They travelled during a whole fortnight, 
always going higher and higher by the most 
difficult road that ever was known, without 
finding any thing but rocks and precipices. 
At length, after having bestowed many a 
hearty curse upon the crocodile, who was 
the occasion of giving them all this trouble, 
as well as upon his Majesty's preference 
which had caused him to select them for 
this honourable employment : at length, I 
say, they perceived the road to become less 
difficult and dangerous, though they still 
continued to ascend. Here and there they 
found little vallies watered by delightful 
streams, whose banks were embellished bv a 
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profusion of wild flowers. Arriving still 
higher, they observed birds of a kind per- 
fectly unknown to them, and even small 
pavillions were scattered about in various 
places. At the distance of six hundred fur- 
longs more, they found, that there was no 
means of mounting higher; and here it 
was, when they could see nothing above them 
but th$ clouds, that they encounteified the 
fer-famed CaramoussaL 

He came from a pavillion considerably 
larger than those, which they had observed 
by the way : on one side it was shaded by 
an innumerable quantity of orange trees, 
and surrounded on the other by various ma- 
chines sustaining quadrants, telescopes, and 
all kinds of instruments, which are used in 
contemplating the movement of the stars. 
He was followed from the pavillion by a 
man, whose arm was supported by a scarf. 
As the ambassadors were evidently in doubt^ 
which of the two was. the person of whom 
they were in search, the Enchanter advanced 
towards them, and inquired very politely. 
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what the great King of Astracan desired of 
Caramoussal ? On hearing this, they pros- 
trated themselves before him, as if he had 
been some divinity ; for his appearance in- 
spired them with quite another kind of re- 
verence from that, which the report of him 
had prepared them to conceive. They ex- 
pected to see the hideous form of a sorcerer, 
or at best some old man with a long beard, 
and bent double by extreme decrepitude* 
Consequently, they were greatly surprized 
to see ^ tall personage, who, though son^tp- 
what upon the decline of life, had still a 
most noble air and majestic figure, which 
was displayed to considerable advantage by 
the magnificence of his habit. 

He immediately caused them to ris#t after 
which they disclosed their business, explain- 
ed the nature of those misfortunes, respect- 
ing which they came to consult him, and 
finished by enumerating the presents, which 
they were commissioned to lay at his feet. 

After listening to them attentively, he 
conducted them (before he gave any answer) 
to apart of the mountain, whence the oceaa 
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was visible, and whence indeed the whole 
earth would have been visible, if human eye- 
sight could have stretched itself so far. They 
were quite terrified at the prodigious heigh tj 
at which they perceived themselves : the 
islands, which rose above the sea, appeared 
like little black spots, and the largest ves- 
sels like so many floating atoms. It was 
now, that the Enchanter addressed to them 
the following discourse : — 

— "I am far from being, what I am be- 
lieved to be by the greatest part of those, 
who only know me by a reputation, which 
I certainly by no means deserve to have ob- 
tained. It is true, that long reflections, con - 
tinual-tpeculation, and perhaps the proximity 
of thS'fcelestial bodies, have enabled m^ to 
• acquire great insight into whatever is most 
infallible in astrology. I will even allow, 
that there is less certainty in the answers 
returned by most oracles, than in my con- 
jectures and predictions. Respecting that 
of the Cock, from whom they have referred 
you to me, or rather whpm you have 
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been advised to seek in my abode, his divi- 
nity is henceforward out of the question : 
other cares and other occupations engage his 
attention. 

— " Observe/* continued he, " the dis- 
tance between the place which we now 
occupy, and the billows, which break against 
the mountain's base. If the King your mas- 
ter could collect three certain spinning-wheels 
which are dispersed about the world, he 
might then possibly obtain a chord long 
enough to reach the surface of the ocean 
from the summit of Mount Atlas, on which 
we now stand. This accomplished, he would 
•enjoy the completion of all his wishes : the 
monster would disappear for ever ; thaApiiv 
cess would laugh and talk ; and thesJWin- 
ning- wheels would spin for her a shift ^en 
finer than that which she has lost, and which 
she might wear without danger to either 
her appetite by day, or her repose by night. 
But as it is impossible, that the king of As- 
tracan should ever possess these enchanted 
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spinning-wheels all at the same time, listen 
to the advice, which I shall now give him, 
in order that he may preserve his territories 
from total desolation, and may give the 
most lovely Princess in the world the only- 
thing, which she wants to render her the 
happiest and most accomplished. Let him 
publish every where, that who-ever can 
vanquish the crocodile, or make his daughter 
laugh, shall be rewarded either with the 
hand of the adorable Moussellina, together 
with the kingdom of Astracan, or with the 
whole strength and power of the King her 
father to enable him to complete any other 
conquest, which he may have in contem- 
plation. Should the adventurers fail in 
maliiig the Princess laugh, they may still be 
peitnitted to encounter the monster j for 
whether they begin by the monster, or by 
the Princess, is a matter of absolute indiffer- 
ence. All persons, of whatever rank or ap- 
pearance, must be allowed access to the lady ; 
and once in two years she must not fail to 
make a journey of a couple of months, for 
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the purpose of exhibiting her divine beauties 
in the different provinces contiguous to the 
dominions of the King her father. Now 
then farewell, illustrious Satraps," continued 
be ; " restore to the Sovereign, who sent 
you, the magnificent present, with which 
he has thought proper to honour me : Cara- 
moussal desires no other reward for the 
services which he performs, than the 
pleasure of having rendered them/* — 

— " But suppose," inquired his compani* 
on, who carried his arm in a scarf, " sup- 
pose, the bow and arrows should be among 
their presents, or in the possession of their 
attendants ?'* — 

The ambassadors, who had paid no at-» 
tention to him, till he made this speech, now 
cast their eyes upon him, and were struck 
all on a heap itt beholding a mouth so pro* 
digiously large, that in point of enormity 
that of the royal Fortimbrass could not pos- 
sibly exceed it. Caramoussal, without at* 
tending to their astonishment, prevented the 
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protestations, which they were gcnng to 
make, " that they did not possess a single 
bow and arrow in the whole equipage," by 
addressing himself ats follows to the stranger 
with the wide mouth and his arm in a 
scarf. 

— " It is not so near this place," said he, 
*' that you can hope to find the arms, which \. 
you mention.'* — 

He then took leave of the ambassadors* J 
who rejoined the caravan in much less time ■■ 
and with much less trouble, than it had cost 
fliem to obtain a sight of the great Cara- 
moussal. As they had been absent for a 
considerable time, they ran over the list of 
their elephants, their monkies, and their 
bales of chintz. The numbers was found to 
be complete, with the i^xception of the me- 
lancholy monkey, who within the last week 
had disappeared ; though in what manrier, 
those, who had been left to take care of 
the baggage, ^'eve unable to say ; neither 
was it possible to obtain any tidings of him. 
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in spite of all the researches which they 
made in the neighbourhood. Tlie Satraps 
were much grieved at his loss, and still more 
at not having been at least able to find hij 
carcase, in order that they might have 
stuffed it, as they had done those of his six 
companions. However, there was no re^ 
medy, and they set forward upon their 
journey homeward. 

^ On the sixth day, after going considerably 
but of their way, in order to avoid the 
wood so fatal to their monkies, an adven- 
ture took place, which at first embarrassed 
them extremely, though it terminated very 
much to their satisfaction. They perceived 
at a distance several camels escorted by a 
body of men well armed. As the chiefs of 
the party seemed to be persons of conse* 
quence, and as they concluded, that camels 
so carefully guarded must needs be loaded 
with something singular or precious, as soon 
as they were near enough to be heard, they 
ordered the music to strike up in honour of 
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the Strangers. No sooner did this infernal 
concert begin, than its effect was visible on 
every niari and beast among those, for whom 
this compliment was intended. Above all^ 
the camels flounced^ kicked, and capered, 
as if they were crazy, and threw the whole 
caravan into confusion. In their extreme 
agitation they threw off their loads ; and 
these in falling burst open the cases of cer»; 
tain lions and tigers, whose appearance was 
by no means agreeable to the serenaders ; for 
they came right towards them, and some of 
the musicians paid with their lives for want- 
ing agility in making their escape. 

The elephants, however, behaved ex- 
tremely well on this occasion, and the mon- 
kies extremely ill ; for while the first kept 
off the wild beasts with their trunks, the 
second rent the air with screams of terror, 
and dirtied all the bales of chintz, on which 
they were sitting. It was at this moment, 
that the pride of all the monkies in the 
world appeared from behind the corner of 
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a rock, which had hitherto coni(hded him, 
and astonished all the Satraps by his unhoped- 
for arrival. He was armed with a bow and 
arrows. He selected one for each wild 
beast, and with an unerring aim pierced their 
hearts, one after another. As soon as he 
saw them all stretched upon the earth, he 
quietly drew out his arrows, saluted the 
Satraps, and then vanished among the rocks, 
which bordered the plain, as suddenly as he 
hadinade his appearance. 

In what manner the ambassadors, and the 
escort of the lions and tigers separated, I am 
not informed. But it is certain, that the 
former, on their arrival at the court of Astra- 
can, having delivered to their .master the 
answer and advice of the great Caramoussal, 
the King, under the sanction of his council 
and with the consent of his daughter, caused 
to be published every where the conditions, 
on which all adventurers were permitted 
to enter the lists and aspire to the possession 
of the most beautiful Princess under heaven. 
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and one^ the most powerful kingdoms 
upon eartn. 

Since this publication, Fame has carried 
the report of the Princess's beauty further 
than even the danger and singularity of the 
two adventures, by which her favour is to 
be obtained. She has not failed to visit all 
the neighbouring provinces by turns during 
a journey, which she makes yearly for two . /^ 
or three months. All who have seen her, 
either during her travels, or at her father's } 
court, have found her beauty greatly to * 
exceed its reputation ; and the greatest part 
of them, seduced by the splendour of her 
charms and by expectations so brilliant, have 
endeavoured but in vain to fulfill the re- 
quired conditions. Such, noble stranger,'' 
added the Knight of the Awl ; " such is the 
occasion of our being assembled 'here, and 
such is the adventure, which yQur word 
binds you to attempt." 

At the conclusion of this narrative we 
found ourselves on the banks of the river, 
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. where my eyes were astpnishe^d by |Jie most 
singular and magnificent sight, that I ever 
beheld."— 

But the remainder of the Prince of Trebi- 
zonde's adventures may as well be deferred, 
till you read the second part of these me- 
moirs. 
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